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The Blue Economy in San Diego – Top Line thoughts
• The industry is a fascinating mixture of declining “old” and 

growing “new” sectors
• No one knows how big it is and how fast it is growing nationally 

/ regionally - San Diego Maritime Industry Report 2012 
• No common definitions & limited efforts to capture data
• “Out of sight…out of mind” - Traditionally INVISIBLE.
• Heavy export orientation / fast growing/ blue & white collar jobs
• More focus among state, federal and international agencies on 

“sustainability” than the creation of sustainable Blue Jobs
• SD needs to recognize/support BlueTech to be world leader
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Blue Jobs:
• San Diego Maritime Industry Report 2012 (San Diego, July 2012)*

• 1,431 companies and organizations in maritime industry (200+ NAICS codes)
• 700+ self-report maritime focus  (350+ report over 75% maritime revenue)
• 45,778 jobs and $14 billion+ annual direct sales only (Sept. 2011)
• Maritime technology industries (as a sub-group):

• Fastest growing segment with 18,948 jobs
• $6.2 billion annual revenue

• “SD’s Maritime Industry Cluster, and its functional sub-set, the maritime technology or “Blue Tech” 
industry set, create one of the most unique regional economies in the world…Current industry codes 
and official occupational classifications are generally ill-suited to fully capturing the uniqueness of the 
SD maritime cluster and, especially, Blue Tech.” (p. 4).  

* Sponsored by San Diego Workforce Partnership, San Diego Regional EDC and The Maritime Alliance
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Source: Defra Irish Sea  Planning Pilot ‐ 2006 

Economic activity in the Irish Sea & coastal hinterland…and MSP



 Ecological benefits through an ecosystem based management 
approach 

 Management and monitoring measures
 Input measures (e.g. shipping vessel size, fishing activity)
 Process measures (e.g. best environmental practise)
 Output measures (e.g. tonnage limitation for aggregates)
 Spatial and Temporal measures (e.g. designation of commercial 
activities , conservation areas)

 Social and community participation and “ownership”
 Economic benefits
...delivered through a Vision and Implementation Plan 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
In San Diego we are pursuing a regional MSP effort

The Benefits of Marine Spatial Planning
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Ocean Observation to Marine Spatial Planning
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Permits an Informed  
MSP ProcessOcean Observation Data + Mapping Across Multiple Blue 

Economy Sectors

San Diego should be a world leader in developing sustainable, 
science-base ocean & water industries.  Being a leader in MSP 

is important to shape the dialogue and create Blue Jobs.


