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Fifteen years after 
graduating from the 
University of San Diego, 
Professor Corinne Hoare is 
coming full circle returning 
as the Department of 
Communication Studies’ 
newest faculty member. 

A California native, 
Hoare graduated from 
USD in 2005 with a B.A. in 
Communication Studies. 
She remembers falling in 
love with the discipline of 
communication as a student; 
her professors expanded 
the way she thought about 
the subject and served as 
her ultimate supporter 
throughout college.

She can still recall the day 
when Dr. del Río mentioned 
the White House press corps 
during class; years later, she 
was working in the White 
House herself.

Hoare has extensive 
high-level strategic 
communication experiences 
— she served as the 
press secretary for a U.S. 
House of Representatives 
congressman and later the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Her favorite job was 
serving the White House 
Office of Management and 

Budget as the youngest 
director of communications 
in the agency’s history, 
where she led the strategic 
communications and served 
as the official spokesperson 
for the budgetary 
implications of the U.S. 
financial crisis of 2008. 
Throughout her time in 
government, Hoare traveled 
extensively and worked with 
the President of the United 
States as a Presidential 
Advance Representative.

She continued her 
career in D.C. as a senior 
professorial lecturer at 
American University’s (AU) 
School of Communication. 

“The reason why I wanted 
to become a professor was 
because of the experiences 
I had as a student at USD,” 
Hoare said.

Professors like Dr. 
del Río and Dr. Chung 
inspired her career path 
into academia. She even 

found herself adopting some 
of their teaching styles as 
her own. So when she saw 
that the Communication 
Studies department at USD 
was looking to offer more 
strategic communication 
classes, she hopped on the 
chance to give students the 
same opportunity she had 
years earlier as a student 
herself. 

“I always knew I would 
come back to USD in one 
form or another,” Hoare said. 

Although Hoare has held 
elevated positions during her 
strategic communications 
career, she finds teaching 
to be the most rewarding 
profession. She hopes to 
bring her behind-the-scenes 
experience in Washington to 
the classroom in San Diego. 

“I had some really life-
changing experiences in my 
time (at USD),” Hoare said. 
“Now, I get to take those 
experiences I had in D.C. and 

bring them back to USD.”
One class she’ll be teaching 

at USD next semester is 
Crisis Communication. 
And in the midst of a global 
pandemic and a presidential 
election, Hoare says there’s 
no better time to study the 
subject. 

“I really feel like this is 
our opportunity to study 
communication, so we 
can restore trust in our 
society and restore trust in 
democracy,” Hoare said. 
“Messaging and strategy are 
really important for keeping 
the public safe.”

Her class will focus on how 
to prevent communication 
crises, how to communicate 
during a crisis, and how 
to communicate after one 
including how to restore a 
reputation and image.

Hoare is grateful for the 
opportunity to offer the 
same thing to students as 
faculty members offered to 
her when she was at USD.

“I always found that 
USD is a really supportive 
environment,” Hoare said. 
“They really care about 
their students; I think it’s a 
great place to be as a college 
student. How to grow, how 
to think, how to develop 
your interests and what you 
want to do after college.”

After 15 years away from 
the West Coast, she can’t 
wait to spend some time 
getting to know it again and 
exploring the city with her 
husband and two young 
children. 

“It’s really rewarding 
that this is just a full circle 
moment in life,” Hoare said. 

Next semester, Hoare is 
teaching Communication 
Theory (COMM 300 §02) 
and Crisis Communication 
(COMM 494 §03).
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