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Communication Studies
alumnus awarded prestigious
award
Benjamin Compton graduated from USD in 2014 and is currently working
toward his Ph.D. in Communication
University
of
San
Diego alumnus Benjamin
Compton will be awarded
the “Emerging Scholar
Award” from the Nonverbal
Communication Division
at this year’s National
Communication Association
convention.
Compton
graduated
from USD in 2014 with an
undergraduate degree in
Communication
Studies,
then went on to receive an
M.A. in Communication
Studies from the University
of Kansas in 2016. He’s
currently working toward
a Ph.D. in Communication
from the University of
Washington.
“It was super exciting,”
Compton
said
about
receiving the Emerging
Scholar Award. “It’s an
honor.”
Since 2013, he has
published
five
journal
articles, three of which
involve nonverbal
communication.
He’s
presented at 11 conferences,
eight of which center on
nonverbal communication.
And Compton is currently
involved in six projects that
are in various stages for
publication or data collection
that involve or focus on

nonverbal behavior. This
year, he’ll be presenting at the
National Communication
Association convention.
“I’ve
always
loved
communication
because
it’s a lot more relatable than
sociology or psychology,”
Compton said. “I love to
talk, so I always enjoyed the
interpersonal elements in it.
Dating, friendships, family.”
His research focuses
primarily
on
sexual
communication
and
attraction and the role of
nonverbal signals in these
processes. He studies the
relationship between culture
and nonverbal behavior and
its impact on interpersonal
relationships.
Compton
also investigates nonverbal
communication in other
contexts, with a particular
interest
in
physical
attractiveness, gaze, and
touch.
Dr. Jonathan Bowman,
USD
Communication
Studies
professor,
was
Compton’s mentor during
his time at USD, and remains
so today. He still remembers
his first interaction with his
advisor back in 2012.
“Dr. Bowman sat me
down in my first advisor
meeting,” Compton said.

“We immediately hit it off
and talked for an hour. He
told me I was going to be a
professor.”
“The next day, I emailed
him and said ‘you’re 100%
right.’”
Bowman
has
been
the leading influence in
Compton’s academic path,

he says. Even the letter he
wrote for his Emerging
Scholar Award detailed
Bowman’s positive impact
on his studies.
Compton
remembers
USD for its small, tight-knit
community. Someday, he
hopes to return to campus,
this time as a professor.

Compton is pursuing a Ph.D. in Communication at the University of Washington.
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