






Karissa Valencia grew 
up believing her culture 
was magic. Half Mexican 
and half Chumash, a Native 
American tribe that inhabits 
the central and southern 
coastal regions of California, 
her bedtime stories consisted 
of tales about indigenous 
wildlife in the state. Now, as 
a creator and showrunner 
at Netflix, Valencia has the 
opportunity to share those 
stories with the rest of the 
world. 

Valencia, who graduated 

from USD in 2013, is the 
creator of “Spirit Rangers,” 
an animated Netflix series 
for preschoolers. The show 
focuses on a modern Native 
American family who lives 
in a magical national park. 
The children of the family, 
members of the Chumash 
and Cowlitz tribe, are junior 
park rangers. They have a 
secret, however: they can 
transform into their own 
spirit animals, or “Spirit 
Rangers,” to protect their 
park.

“When they transform, 
they get to see what the 
park for what it really 
is: everything is alive,” 
Valencia said. “That’s a very 
indigenous belief, that things 
are alive.”

Valencia has always 
been interested in a career 
in animation: her Native 
ancestry, where she learned 
about how nature comes to 
life, combined with her love 
for superheroes and modern 
cartoons, contributed to her 
desire to pursue animation. 

However, she wasn’t 
always sure how to propel 
her interests into a career, 
and her experience at USD 
helped her develop her 
goals. She double majored in 
English and Communication 
Studies, and found herself 
focusing on fiction writing. 
When she began taking 
Communication Studies 
courses, however, she 
learned how her words could 
make a greater impact in 
Hollywood.

“After taking COMM 
classes and seeing how 
impactful media is, I really 
wanted to take my writing to 
the screen,” she said. 

With the help of USD’s 
McNair Scholars Program 
and Communication Studies 
professor and College of 
Arts and Sciences dean Dr. 

Kristin Moran, she went on 
to pursue a master’s degree at 
Syracuse University. 

Although Hollywood 
continues to grow in 
diversity, the media 
industry is still controlled 

by predominantly white 
leadership: Valencia hopes 
to change that, and USD’s 
culture helped prepare her to 
use her voice.

“I just absolutely loved 
that USD had small classes,” 
she said. “I just got to really 
explore that side, so it was 
a really cool space to be a 
leader. There’s not a lot of 
female POC showrunners in 
entertainment, so when I got 
that opportunity, I felt like I 
could do it. (USD) was my 
safe place to practice.”

However, at times USD 
was still lonely for Valencia, 
as one of the only Native 
American students on 
campus at the time.

“At USD, I didn’t know 
any other Natives, and it felt 
quite isolating,” She said. “In 
my writing is where I found 
my voice.” 

She does believe that 
the future of Hollywood is 
bright, and hopes to see more 
USD alumni and people of 
color join her in the industry 
soon. 

“Spirit Rangers” is set to 
premiere in 2022. 
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“In my writing is where I found my voice.” 

-Karissa Valencia

Valencia graduated from USD in 2013 and created “Spirit Rangers,” a children’s animated 
series representing Native American culture 
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Reacting to the US Capitol 
insurrection, panelists will discuss 
the challenges the Digital Age 
poses to the marketplace of 
ideas – philosophy that has 
guided American journalism 
and democracy over the past 
100 years, with a focus on how 
alt-right groups and media 
may promote autocracy over 
democracy. 

Speakers:

Scott Horsley 
Chief Economics Correspondent, 
National Public Radio

Robert Evans 
Correspondent, Bellingcat.com

Michael Stohl, PhD 
Department of Communication, 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara

H U M A N I T I E S  C E N T E R

Marketplace of Ideas
Alt Media and Political Groups
and the Capitol Insurrection

Thursday, March 18 at 5:30 p.m.
Virtual Event. Register at https://bit.ly/USDHumanitiesCenterEvents



April 15

here.

https://sandiego.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcpdu2srTMvHdNPeI-ywFnE64WDYLRRoUSe
https://www.sandiego.edu/careers/undergraduate/awards/faculty-award.php


here.

Spotify
Apple Music.

https://sandiego.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0ocO6qqDwjHdSzw6Smdh7q6jAvILgaG0uT
https://open.spotify.com/show/77d3DWZoSXfCGyEBntR1js?si=PfeNu84oTAquRCj6E7gwWQ&nd=1
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/dinner-with-the-fellas/id1554028032


here.

https://www.sandiego.edu/cas/communication-studies/

