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Dr. Keeling designed and 
launched the new website 
for the Organization for
Research on Women and 
Communication. Check it 
out at www.orwac.org.

Congratulations to the newly initiated members of

Lambda Pi Eta, 
National Honor Society for Communication Undergraduates!

• Cameron Amano
• Alexa Argumedo
• Tayla Burke
• Gianna Caravetta
• Gen Cohen
• Olivia Corea
• /DXUHQ�'HO¿Q
• Terra Girvin
• Olivia Gonzalez
• 6DYDQQD�*ULI¿V
• Vanessa Hernandez
• Caroline Howe
• Alicia Ingram

• Taylor Janison
• Jacquelyn Lefevre
• Elle Malet
• Megan McNamara
• Miles Mitchell
• Jenna Morris
• Mauro Ramirez
• Diana Rose Sciacca
• Alessandra Sorrentino
• Haley Stegman
• Kathryn Taylor
• Sarah White

On December 10th, the 
newly initiated members 
of Lambda Pi Eta will be 
be honored for their aca-
demic performance at a 

luncheon. 

Dr. Bond will receive a top research award from the Mass Com-
munication Division at the National Communication Associa-
tion conference in Las Vegas for his research paper, “From 
screen to self: The relationship between television exposure 
and self-complexity among lesbian, gay, and bisexual youth.” 
The paper was co-authored with Brandon Miller, a graduate 
student at the University of Missouri.

Dr. Stern was a featured expert 
on WNYC’s “Note to Self” pod-
cast that examined the recent 
Colorado high school sexting 
scandal. Listen to the newly re-
leased podcast:
http://www.wnyc.org/story/
why-care-about-sexting/

*Convo Starter*

You can take a shower

 in a class building

True or False

The Journal of Amer-
ican Water Works Asso-

ciation published an article 
about Dr. Chung’s partnership 
with the City of San Diego and 
alum Daniel McArdle Jaimes 
(‘05), featuring the work of 
small group communication 

during the fall of 2014.

http://www.wnyc.org/story/why-care-about-sexting/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/why-care-about-sexting/
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Student 

Reflections

 “I did not realize I was ignorant to the violence, 
mistreatment and hardships indigenous people face be-
cause of colonization. I often celebrated Columbus not realizing the blood, hatred and sadness behind 
WKLV�³KROLGD\�́ �&ROXPEXV�LV�FHOHEUDWHG�IRU�¿QGLQJ�$PHULFD��\HW�ZH�IDLOHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKURXJK�FRORQL]DWLRQ��
the indigenous people have lost their lives, their language and their culture. After attending this powerful 
lecture, the events of 1942 are not to be celebrated. I was emotionally affected by the way our world was 
put into an example of what the Native Americans faces as Columbus “discovered” their land. The power 
behind putting yourself in their situation, created a sense of shock and reality within me. It became clear, 
that by recognizing Columbus Day we are not historicizing genocide in America. We are simply omitting 
the fact Columbus took over the beautiful land of the Native Americans and forced them to succumb to 
his orders and his culture. 
 I was especially moved by the idea of the indigenous people and the settlers coming together to 
progress toward decolonization. We can use the indigenous culture teachings to better ourselves and 
better the relationship between indigenous people and settlers. This was an extremely powerful moment 
for me as I realized the impact of coming together and taking action against colonization. I am extremely 
grateful and blessed to have attended of this lecture, and look forward to doing my part in standing up 
DJDLQVW�FRORQL]DWLRQ�DQG�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�ZKDW�LV�MXVW�́

-Tiffany Smith (‘19)

  Participating the Day of the Dead gave me an opportu-
nity to speak about inequality, oppression, human rights, and the 
desire for tolerance and acceptance. It was satisfying to speak 
one on one with visitors to the altar as well as sharing my per-
sonal story. I felt so proud to be a part of this celebration and 
to bring awareness to our campus, that we can be a part of an-
other culture, and that we have the ability to learn about un-
known peoples and cultures without having to commodify them.
  I look forward to future celebrations of the Day of the 
Dead to connect with my cultural roots and share what I know 
with others. I hope that participation of this celebration will con-
tinue in the classroom and on campus because it is import-
ant to learn and be a part of something different in order to 
grow as a person and become aware of the world around us.

-Annalysa Vasquez (‘16)

Dia de los Muertos Exhibit
October 30, 2015 

“Columbus Day or Day of 
Indigenous Resistance”

October 12, 2015 



   Born in San Ber- nadino,  Dr. Keeling was raised 
in Colton, California. Colton, for Dr. Keeling, was an 
eclectic, diverse community. Her high school embodied “peace, love and respect” 
and she was lucky that this was the trendy theme. Upon graduation, 
she headed out to Wisconsin to pursue her undergraduate degree 
at Ripon College. It was there that she discovered Rhetoric and 
from then pursued her PhD, coming to USD in the Fall of 2013. 
As an active researcher, Dr. Keeling challenges traditional no-
tions of the human and the metanarrative that has come to 
surround contemporary un- derstandings of “human nature,” 
arguing for diverse ways of thinking, acting, and living as cit-
izen-actors. Her work can be viewed in Quarterly Journal of 
Speech, Critical Studies in Media Communication, and in an 
edited volume Border Rhet- orics.
What is your interest in 
Rhetoric?
Dr. Keeling: I study how com- munication shapes who we are, what 
difference we can make in this world and our capacity/ability to make 
change. In other words, what can we know about the self and the material world? 
All of this is created--we create reality together through communication. 
+RZ�GLG�\RX�JHW�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�RI�UKHWRULF"�:DV�WKHUH�D�GH¿QLQJ�PRPHQW"
K: I went to college to be a communication major and the emphasis at Ripon was traditional rhet-
oric. In each rhetoric class, the curriculum focused on post-modernism and I enjoyed this.
When did you know this was what you wanted to pursue?
K: I was reading a required book for class on an airplane. It was by I.A. Richards and he was 
discussing how language constructs reality. Something clicked. It was a vivid moment for me; it 
rearranged my thought process and made me question my perspectives.
What are your future goals?
K: I have three. (1) I want to write a non-traditional textbook on communication criticism and 
explore how we create and produce criticism. (2) I want to continue to work with colleagues at 
USD and be one who co-authors more interdisciplinary research than any other faculty at USD. (3) 
I’d like to pursue administration in the future. Not necessarily a President but an Associate Dean 
perhaps. 
What animal best describes your teaching style and why?
K: An indoor cat because it is playful, sometimes relaxed and it is humans who want to play/engage 
with the cat!
Most common speech topic:
K: SCHOOL SPIRIT! I think I am done with this topic.
This picture (above) is...
K: When I was 5 years old taking a series of photos for dance recitals. 
Would you have wanted to become a professional dancer?
K: Yes, but it would not be a sustainable career. Also, dancers must adapt quickly, and my long 
term memory is better than the short. 
Favorite style of dancing: 
K: Hip hop and tap.
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Sara Montes de Oca (‘09)
 After graduation, I spent a year working in different departments around 
USD, such as UC Operations, Center for Student Success, Student Support Ser-
vices, and (the now defunct) Multicultural Center. During my time at USD, I 
found so many courses and professors helpful in the push to attain my goals, 
VSHFL¿FDOO\�3URIHVVRUV�/HZ��'HO�5LR��%RZPDQ��DQG�*KLR��3URIHVVRU�/HZ�ZDV�P\�
UROH�PRGHO� LQ�WKH�0HGLD�:ULWLQJ�FRXUVH��$OWKRXJK�LW�ZDV�GLI¿FXOW��VKH�GH¿QLWHO\�
SXVKHG�PH�WR�P\�OLPLWV�DQG�,�DP�D�EHWWHU�ZULWHU��'U��'HO�5LR��ZDV�YHU\�LQÀXHQWLDO�
during my time at USD because I always enjoyed our class discussions and hear-

ing his perspective on international media and during 
class discussions. My adviser was Professor Ghio, who 
I could truly count on to steer me on the right path to 
seek my passion and helped me obtain internships--with 
KGTV Channel 10 News and Viejas Arena in their mar-
keting department. Dr. Bowman prepared me for the re-
search I did in graduate school, particularly my thesis. I attended UNLV, where I was 
able to fully take advantage of the resources there and advanced my career growth 
by working with production as well as research. My research focused on television 
DQG�DXGLHQFH�HIIHFWV�� VSHFL¿FDOO\� WKH�HPRWLRQDO�DWWDFKPHQWV�YLHZHUV� IRUP� WRZDUG�

television shows and television characters, also known as parasocial relationships. I received my M.A. in Jour-
nalism and Media Studies in May 2015.   Currently, I am working for a local, independent news network as an 
Associate Producer for a political talk show. I worked with guest host, Governor Sarah Palin for a week! 
I feel fortunate to wake up every day and love what I do, to truly have found 

my passion.

To submit any items for next month’s 

COMMunity Buzz, 

contact James Bartoli and Cristina Ramos

jbartoli@sandiego.edu

cristinar@sandiego.edu

*Convo Closer*

True! Do you know any-

one who has done 

it before?

Congratulations to 
Stella (Nguyen) Vu-Wonoto (‘10) 
who got married in November to Kevin Wonoto! 
Stella is currently a Family Business Manager for 

Korel Jeans in Los Angeles.

http://catcher.sandiego.edu/items/cas/CommBuzz_v5n2_final.pdf
http://catcher.sandiego.edu/items/cas/CommBuzz_v5n2_final.pdf
http://catcher.sandiego.edu/items/cas/CommBuzz_v5n2_final.pdf
mailto:jbartoli%40sandiego.edu%2C%20cristinar%40sandiego.edu?subject=COMMunity%20Buzz%20Item
mailto:jbartoli%40sandiego.edu%2C%20cristinar%40sandiego.edu?subject=COMMunity%20Buzz%20Item
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