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     The English Department’s Lindsay 

J. Cropper Center for Creative Writing 

is very excited to host current U.S. 

Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith for a 

reading on the USD campus on 

Thursday, March 21, 2019! Please 

mark your calendars! This event cele-

brates the 15th anniversary of the 

Lindsay J. Cropper Memorial Writers 

Series, which has brought numerous 

nationally acclaimed poets and prose 

writers to campus over the years. All 

Cropper Series events are free and 

open to the public. Please plan to arrive early, as we  

expect this event to fill up quickly! 

 Poetry Reading with Tracy K. Smith 

 Thursday, March 21, 2019 

 KIPJ Theater 

 7 p.m. (with Q&A and dessert reception to follow) 

More information on the Cropper Series: 

www.sandiego.edu/cropper, or email Dr. Halina Duraj at 

hduraj@sandiego.edu.   

 



 Alcalá Review Publishing Party Photos 
     The Alcalá Review celebrated the release of their fall issue on December 13, 2018, at their Publishing Party. 

For more info on AR, please visit alcalareview.org. or email alcalareview@gmail.com. 
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“We are a nation 

of communities...  

a brilliant 

diversity spread 

like stars,  

like a thousand 

points of light  

in a broad and 

peaceful sky.” 

 

 —George H. W. 

Bush 

  

Nick Cohn  Kristen Jensen and Michayla  
Mabourakh 

Kristen Jensen Joe Duffy 

Copies of the journal 

are available on the 

AR website https://

alcalareview.org/

subscribe/ for $13 

(includes shipping), 

or from Amazon for 

$15. Also, one and 

two year subscriptions are offered. All purchases  

support USD's burgeoning literary community, and  

affirm the importance of the written, printed word. With 

your patronage, AR can keep the lights on another 

week.  
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The 
“Conscious” 
Campus:  
Alcalá Review 
Aims to Unite 
USD's Artistic 
Communities 

English Dept Announcements 

Center Has the Write Stuff for Students 

“Now  

is the  

winter  

of our 

discontent.” 

 

 —William 

Shakespeare 

 

 

     The USD News Center did a story on the Writing Center, “Center Has the Write Stuff for Students,” published on December 

14, 2018.  Read the article at: http://www.sandiego.edu/news/detail.php?_focus=70180.  

     The USD News Center did a story on the Alcalá Review, 

“The “Conscious” Campus: Alcalá Review Aims to Unite 

USD's Artistic Communities,” published on December 12, 

2018.  Read the article at:  http://www.sandiego.edu/news/

detail.php?_focus=70161. 

Congratulations to both the Writing Center and the Alcalá 

Review for being spotlighted in the USD news!! 
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Take a Science Fiction Course This Spring with Prof. Adam Veal 

Take a Film Class 
This Spring! 
     Dr. Koonyong Kim is offer-

ing a film class this Spring 2019 

semester: ENGL 236-01 and –02 

Introduction to East Asian Cine-

ma.  

     This course serves as an in-

troduction to the prismatic world 

of contemporary cinema from 

East Asia—China, Hong Kong, 

Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan. 

We will closely analyze a wide 

range of filmic texts in the con-

text of the emergence of this 

region as a vibrant site of social, economic, and cultural (trans)

formations in the age of globalization. As we critically engage 

with influential film-makers and their films, we will place particu-

lar emphasis on East Asian cinema’s unique styles, genres, and 

traditions. In doing so, we will seek to understand film as a dis-

tinctively multilayered and nuanced mode of storytelling. Direc-

tors to be examined include highly acclaimed auteurs such as Ozu 

Yasujiro, Kurosawa Akira, Miyazaki Hayao, Ang Lee, Wong Kar-

wai, Jia Zhang-ke, Hou Hsiao-Hsien, Park Chan-wook, and Kim 

Ki-duk. 

     Take a Science Fiction course this 

spring!  Prof. Adam Veal is offering 

Engl 226 Science Fiction.  

     Sometimes you might find yourself 

thinking, “what am I doing here?”  Or 

you might ask yourself, “why am I 

here?”  This class will think about one 

response such a question:  “To explore 

strange new worlds.  To seek out new 

life and new civilizations.  To boldly go 

where no one has gone before.”  This 

class will be about exploring new 

worlds, whether in outer space, inner 

space, or virtual space.  As we meet 

new life and new civilizations, we’ll 

reflect on the meaning of our own lives 

and our own homes.  We’ll read stories 

that take these ideas very seriously, and 

we’ll also read stories that poke a whole 

lot of fun at humanity and our hu-

bris. More info: 

adamveal@sandiego.edu.   

 

“May you  

never be  

too grown up 

to search  

the skies  

on Christmas 

Eve.” 

 

—Unknown 

 



 

Page 5 ENGLISH DEPT NEWSLETTER 

 Student News  

 

     Today, Wednesday, December 19, 2018, is the 

last day to donate books to the Sigma Tau Delta 

Christmas Book Drive. Have your books to the 

English Dept. office, Founders 174, by 1:00 p.m.  

The books will be donated to Mark Twain High 

School, right here in the Linda Vista community! 

     This semester, Sigma Tau Delta is proud to an-

nounce that we will be sponsoring a Christmas Book 

Drive to give back to a local school in the greater 

San Diego community. In the spirit of Christmas 

and in keeping with Sigma Tau Delta's belief in the 

importance of spreading knowledge, wisdom, and 

 

Welcome English Majors & Minors! 

 

Donate Today! Sigma Tau Delta Sponsoring 
Christmas Book Drive 

 

 

 

Marisa Hanson 

 

 

 

  

 
     

 

understanding amongst communities, 

we will be accepting any and all book 

donations to give to a local school of 

the organization's choosing. A dona-

tions box will be available in the Eng-

lish Department office (Founders 174) 

until the middle of Final Exams week, 

Wednesday, December 19, 2018. We 

aim to share our love of literature and 

learning with younger members of our 

community, and support the continu-

ing education of the next generation. 

     If you have any questions about 

this event, please do not hesitate to 

contact our Chapter President, Stepha-

nie Meraz (smeraz@sandiego.edu), 

our Vice President, Jake Sanborn 

(jsanborn@sandiego.edu), or our Fac-

ulty Advisor, Dr. Ortiz 

(iortiz@sandiego.edu). 

 

 

 

 
  

 
  

 

     The English Department welcomes the following new English majors & minors: 

 Anneliese Babka, Visual Arts and English double-major, with Creative Writ-

ing emphasis and Asian Studies minor 

 Alexis Contreras, Psychology major and English minor 

 John Gershow, Accountancy major, and English minor 

 Abigail Graham, Biology major, and English & Chemistry minors 

 Kyle Kirsch, Communication Studies major, and English minor 

 Jennifer Mossuto, Communication Studies major, and English minor 

 Samantha Troy, Communication Studies major, and English minor 

 Victoria Wilson, Political Science major, and English minor  

 Mikayla Wood, Business Administration major, and English minor 

  Welcome to the English! 

“The best and 

most beautiful 

things in the 

world cannot  

be seen or  

even touched.  

They must be felt 

with the heart. 

Wishing you 

happiness.” 

 

--Helen Keller 
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 Student News  

 

     The Alcalá Review has a call for stories for “Frankenstein at 
200.”  
     Reflecting on the origin of her infamous Gothic novel in 
her late years, Mary Shelley recalls experiencing a classic case 
of writer’s block:  

…I busied myself to think of a story, —a story to rival those 
which had excited us to this task. One which would speak 
to the mysterious fears of our na-
ture, and awaken thrilling horror—
one to make the reader dread to 
look round, to curdle the blood, 
and quicken the beatings of the 
heart. If I did not accomplish these 
things, my ghost story would be 
unworthy of its name (“Preface” to 
Frankenstein, 1831). 

     Born of a ghost story competition 
among a small group of friends during 
a rainy summer in 1816, Frankenstein: 
or, the Modern Prometheus has certainly 
outgrown its modest beginnings. Two 
hundred years after its original publica-
tion in London in 1818, Mary Shelley’s 
novel continues to exert a cultural in-
fluence that is arguably unmatched by 
any other work of fiction. We find her 
“hideous progeny” haunting everything 
from science fiction to cinema, philos-
ophy, feminist and queer theory, and 

Frankenstein at 200: Call for Stories 

debates about artificial intelli-
gence. Frankenstein proved to  
be an unexpectedly incisive and 
agile intellectual project for an eighteen-year-old girl. It is at once 
a semi-autobiographical psychodrama, a tale about the limitations 
of human knowledge, and a keen social commentary of early 
nineteenth-century Europe.  

     On the occasion of its bicentennial, 
USD’s very own The Alcalá Review invites 
the submission of ghost stories in the 
spirit of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. As 
all ghost stories do, the strongest sub-
missions will explore some cultural anxi-
ety or fear that finds expression in a tale 
of horror and/or the supernatural. Pos-
sible topics of exploration include race, 
sexuality, contemporary politics, science, 
and media cultures. Whatever the sub-
ject, the story must find ways to, as Shel-
ley put it, “awaken thrilling horror” and 
“quicken the beatings of the heart.” The 
winning story will be featured in the 
spring 2019 issue of The Alcalá Review.   
     Guidelines: Stories must be between 
1000 and 2500 words. Deadline is Feb-
ruary 15, 2019. Please e-mail the story 
to: alcalareview@gmail.com.  

 

  

 

“The holiest  

of holidays  

are those kept  

by ourselves  

in silence  

and apart;  

The secret 

anniversaries of 

the heart.”  
 

–Henry 

Wadsworth 

Longfellow 



 

* Disclaimer: Paid and unpaid internship or job opportunities, and other information posted here for informational purposes only. The postings do not constitute an endorsement by the University of 
San Diego of the opinions or activities of the internship, job opportunity or information posted. 
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Student Career Assistance 

     The editors at River Styx are look-

ing for stories are short and sweet —

 does that describe your style? Stories 

must be less than 500 words, but three 

stories are allowed per entry! There are 

no other restrictions, and first place receives $1500 and publication in River Styx! Sub-

mit at: http://www.riverstyx.org/submit/microfiction-contest/. The entry fee is $10, 

and the deadline is December 31, 2018. *  

Travel Writing Contest 

     The award-

winning literary 

travel magazine 

Nowhere is 

looking for 

writers who 

know how to 

convey setting and atmosphere with ease and grace! Submissions 

may be fiction, nonfiction, poetry, or essay, and can range from 800 

to 5000 words. The winner receives $1000 and publication, and up to 

10 finalists will be published as well. Check it out at: https://

nowheremag.com/

contests/. The entry fee 

is $20, and the deadline is 

December 31, 2018. *  

Spring Torero Treks Preview 

     Mark your calendar! More info and check out past Treks at: http://www.sandiego.edu/careers/undergraduate/treks/. 

“Winter 

 is the time  

for comfort,  

for good food  

and warmth,  

for the touch of  

a friendly hand  

and for a talk  

beside the fire:  

it is the time  

for home.” 
 

—Edith Sitwell  

 

 

 

Microfiction Contest 
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Teach English at Anyang, Explore Wonders 
in China 

Join The USD Vista! 

 

 

“Christmas  

is doing  

a little  

something  

extra for  

someone.” 

 

—Charles M. 

Schulz  

 

     Join The USD Vista!!  Some paid positions have 

opened up, and they are looking to build their team.  

This is a great place to get connected and contribute 

to the USD community. Contact: 

 vistaeditor@sandiego.edu.  

Student Career Assistance 

     The Bridge to Success LLC, located 

in Connecticut, USA, places qualified 

native English speakers to teach Eng-

lish in universities, and explore won-

ders in China. 

     Anyang Institute of Technology is a 

public undergraduate 

college located in 

Anyang City, Henan 

Province, China.  

We are recruiting 

native English 

speakers to teach 

our students spoken English or other disci-

plines depending on the teacher’s specialty or 

departments’ requirement.  

     Please visit: www.thebridgesuccess.com to 

submit applications online or send your re-

sume to: mjiang@thebridgesuccess.com. * 
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Student Career Assistance 

Professors Matt Rich & Lisa Hemminger 

Short Fiction Contest for 
Emerging Writers 

Summer Teaching Positions 
Available  

The Institute of Reading Development offers rewarding & 

enjoyable summer teaching jobs:  

 Teach Reading Classes to Students of All Ages 

 Now Accepting Applications for Summer 2019 

     The Institute of Reading Development offers summer 

reading skills programs in partnership with the continuing 

education departments of more than 100 colleges and univer-

sities nationwide. Each year we hire hard-working, encourag-

ing people with a passion for reading to teach our summer 

programs. 

     As an Institute teacher you will: 

 Earn more than $6,500 in one summer. Our full-time 

teachers typically earn $550-$750 per week. 

 Improve your teaching skills and confidence during our 

comprehensive, paid training program. 

 Gain over 400 hours of classroom teaching experience 

with a variety of age groups from 4-year-olds to adults. 

 Help your students become successful readers with a love 

of great books. 

     We are seeking applicants from any academic discipline. All 

applicants must have an undergraduate degree or higher in 

their field before the start of our teaching season. 

 Successful Institute teachers: 

 Have strong reading skills and read for pleasure 

 Are responsible and hard-working, with good communi-

cation and organizational skills 

 Will be patient and supportive with students 

     Sound like you? Learn more about teaching for us and ap-

ply today at Summer Teaching Jobs: https://

instituteofreadingdevelopmentteachingjobs.com/. * 

     If you are an unpublished author, this is an opportunity 

meant specifically for you! Boulevard ’s contest is meant to 

honor a writer who has never published a book, with a  

$1500 prize, and publication in an issue of Boulevard.  

Entries must be less than 

8000 words, but there is 

no limit on the number of 

entries. Do it: https://

boule-

vard.submittable.com/

submit. The entry fee is 

$16, and the deadline is 

December 31, 2018. *  

 

“He who marvels 

at the beauty  

of the world  

in summer  

will find  

equal cause  

for wonder  

and admiration  

in winter."  

 

—John Burroughs 

* Disclaimer: Paid and unpaid internship or job opportunities, and other information posted here for informational purposes only. The postings do not constitute an endorsement by the University of San Diego of the opinions or 
activities of the internship, job opportunity or information posted. 



 

     English alums:  YOU 

could be featured here!   

 

 

 

Let us know what you are  

doing, include a photo and 

year you graduated and 

forward to our email at 

right.   

Student Career Assistance 
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Alumni News 

    English alumni: Send us your updates & photos!  Please 

email to English@sandiego.edu.  We look  forward to hearing 

from you.  Thank you—  

* Disclaimer: Paid and unpaid internship or job opportunities, and other information posted here for informational purposes only. The postings do not constitute an endorsement by the University of San Diego of the opinions or 
activities of the internship, job opportunity or information posted. 

Dorset Prize 
     This is a call to all poets, who like to dream big! Offered through Tupelo 

Press, this contest is judged by the indomitable poet Mary Jo Bang. All poets 

writing in English are eligible, although the poetry manuscript should be be-

tween 48-88 pages. 

The winner of the 

Dorset Prize receives 

$3000, a week-long 

residency at MASS 

MoCA, 20 copies of 

the winning title, a book launch, and a national distribution with promotion and 

publicity! Wow! Learn more at: https://www.tupelopress.org/dorset-prize/. The 

entry fee is $30, and the deadline is December 31, 2018. *  

 

“There are  

two ways of 

spreading light:  

To be the candle 

or the mirror 

that reflects it.” 

  

—Edith Wharton 



 

Employee Bingo  

     Wed, Jan 16, 

12:00–1:00 p.m.,  

in Salomon Hall, 

Maher: Employee 

Bingo.  All faculty, 

staff, & administrators welcome for a 

fun hour of bingo.  Come for one 

game- card, or come for them all. 

Great USD swag to win!! 

President’s Forum 
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Faculty & Staff News 

President’s Christmas Party 

“Our hearts grow 

tender with 

childhood memories 

and love of kindred,  

and we are better 

throughout the 

year for having,  

in spirit,  

become a child 

again at  

Christmas-time.” 
       

-- Laura Ingalls 

Wilder 

     All faculty, staff and administrators 

are invited to the President’s Forum 

on Wednesday, December 19, 2018, 

11:45am-12:45pm in the KIPJ Thea-

tre.   All employees are encouraged to 

attend. 

     You are invited to the President’s Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 

19, 2018, 1:00-3:00pm in the UC Forums A/B/C.  There will be holiday-inspired 

refreshments and festivities. Bring your family and take a photo with Santa! 

Intersession Workshops for Faculty  



 

* Disclaimer: Paid and unpaid internship or job opportunities, and other information posted here for informational purposes only. The postings do not constitute an endorsement by the University of San Diego of the opinions or 
activities of the internship, job opportunity or information posted. 
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Other Announcements 

PLNU Writer’s Symposium 

 

Warwick’s: Seth Lerer - Shakespeare’s Lyric Stage 

 

 

     SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, January 15, 2019, 

7:30 p.m. at Warwick's (7812 Girard Avenue, La Jolla, 

CA 92037): Seth Lerer - Shakespeare’s Lyric Stage. 

     Warwick’s will host Seth Lerer to discuss and sign 

his new book Shakespeare's Lyric Stage: Myth, Music, and 

Poetry in the Last Plays. Seth Lerer is distinguished professor of litera-

ture at the University of California, San Diego. He is the author of 

nine previous books, and received the National Book Critics Circle 

Award and the Truman Capote Prize in Criticism for Children's Litera-

ture: A Reader's History, from Aesop to Harry Potter, also published by the 

University of Chicago Press. This event is free and open to the public. 

Reserved Seating is available when the book is pre-ordered from War-

wick's for the event. Only books purchased from Warwick's will be 

signed. Please call the Warwick's Book Dept. (858)  

454-0347 for details.  

     What does it mean to have an 

emotional response to poetry and 

music? And, just as important but 

considered less often, what does 

it mean not to have such a re-

sponse? What happens when 

lyric utterances - which should 

invite consolation, revelation, and 

connection - somehow fall short 

of the listener's expectations? 

     As Seth Lerer shows in this 

pioneering book, Shakespeare's 

late plays invite us to contemplate 

that very question, offering up 

lyric as a displaced and 

sometimes desperate anti-

dote to situations of duress 

or powerlessness. Lerer ar-

gues that the theme of lyric 

misalignment running 

throughout The Tempest, The 

Winter's Tale, Henry VIII, 

and Cymbeline serves a politi-

cal purpose, a last-ditch ef-

fort at transformation for 

characters and audiences 

who had lived through witch-

hunting, plague, regime change, political conspiracies, and 

public executions. 

     A deep dive into the relationship between aesthetics 

and politics, this book also explores what Shakespearean 

lyric is able to recuperate for these "victims of history" by 

virtue of its disjointed utterances. To this end, Lerer estab-

lishes the concept of mythic lyricism: an estranging use of 

songs and poetry that functions to recreate the past as pre-

sent, to empower the mythic dead, and to restore a bit of 

magic to the commonplaces and commodities of Jacobean 

England. Reading against the devotion to form and proso-

dy common in Shakespeare scholarship, Lerer's account of 

lyric utterance's vexed role in his late works offers new 

ways to understand generational distance and cultural 

change throughout the playwright's oeuvre. * 

 

 

“Melancholy  

were  

the sounds  

on a  

winter's  

night.”  

 

― Virginia Woolf, 

Jacob's Room  

 

 

     SAVE THE DATE: February 18-21, 2019, Point Loma Nazarene 

University (3900 Lomaland Dr., San Diego, CA 92106): The 2019 

Writer's Symposium by the Sea. This event includes Evening Inter-

views with award-winning writers and Writing Workshops featuring 

published authors and literary agents.  

     This year's Evening Interview writers include Nnedi Okorafor 

(Marvel comic and science fiction writer), Jody Hassett Sanchez (we'll 

be screening her newest film More Art Upstairs), E.J. Di-

onne (Washington Post columnist), and Christian Wiman 

(poet and former editor of Poetry Magazine). The Writing 

Workshops will address Myths of Publishing and Writing 

about War. 

     We are sharing this information because we know that 

you, your colleagues, and students might have interest in 

this type of event! Our students are at-

tending various evenings for course 

credit in writing, journalism, and art 

courses. Students only pay $5 to attend 

each event, which is a great deal for such 

an excellent opportunity! More info at: 

https://www.pointloma.edu/

events/24th-annual-writers-symposium-

sea. * 

 


