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Started about a year ago
Group blog — 12 members
Closely related to research — I’'m a political philosopher specializing in libertarian

political thought



Two Ways Blogging Can Help
Research

® Creating It
* Facebook as a dry run for blogging
¢ Blogging as a dry run for scholarship
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Two Ways Blogging Can Help
Research

* Promoting It
® Forces you to explain your idea clearly, concisely
¢ Every once in a while, someone will bite!

Jen Flannigan — Australian public broadcasting
Atlantic Monthly’s online blog, or National Review or Reason Magazine



Tips for a Successful Academic
Blog

* Find a niche

What makes you different, worth reading?



Tips for a Successful Academic
Blog

* Find a niche

e Consider a group blog

Group blog = less pressure to post regularly, more people to promote the blog to
their friends and colleagues



Tips for a Successful Academic
Blog

® Find a niche
e Consider a group blog

* Make it relevant

Really, this is something you should be asking yourself anyway: how is my research
relevant to ordinary people? But blogging forces you to do it.
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Tips for a Successful Academic
Blog

Find a niche
Consider a group blog
Make it relevant

Carve out a specific time for it

A good blogger doesn’t just write on blogs, he reads other blogs — part of making
yourself relevant to the conversation.
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