
USING BLACKBOARD IN THE 

HUMANITIES CLASSROOM

Erin Hogan

Visiting Assistant Professor of  Spanish

Department of  Languages and Literatures



Moodle

Apple iWeb

Drop Box, Doodle, Google doc.s

But, first time I’ve used Blogs and Wikis

FAMILIARITY WITH TECH & LMS’S



That there would be some bugs in the new system

That students could have some technical difficulty but that they are adept with 
course websites, etc.

EXPECTATIONS



Had trouble finding the new Blackboard Link

Some have had trouble with SafeAssign

Despite encouraging students to trouble-shoot with IT Help, I remained the 
primary contact for technical glitches

STUDENT RECEPTIVENESS & 

OUTCOMES



Special Topic Advanced Spanish Grammar and Composition

Cultural History of  Spain

COURSES



Drag & drop to put items that we would use frequently at the top (also 
translated them to Spanish)

SET-UP



Syllabus & Evaluation criteria for assignments

Announcements: homework assignments, information for excursions & events

Answers to grammar assignments (timed to appear)

Readings (pdf ’s & links)

POSTINGS



Instructions: 150 words, each blog must have original ideas that do not repeat 
those of  classmates, students must comment on the blogs of  at least 3 

classmates

Pedagogical benefits: reading check, pre-thinking/writing activity, language 
learners have the opportunity to prepare their comments (not spontaneous 
language-production), simulates a class discussion (shyer students or students 
with weaker speaking skills can contribute), students are also more likely to 
debate/disagree in the blog interface than face-to-face, creates a bank of  

student work (useful for peer-editing and self-reflection) 

BLOGS







Anti-plagiarism software

I’ve asked my students to upload to SafeAssign & hand-in hard copies of  
papers

Some students have had technical difficulties with uploading

I haven’t used it too much for this reason, however I do like that it creates a 
bank of  student work that I can refer to in case of  doubt or requests for 

letters of  recommendation

SAFEASSIGN



For Cultural History of  Spain

Group project identifying elements of  Spanish architecture on USD’s campus, 
at Balboa Park, and the Mission

Text & photos

The wiki identifies the contributions of  each member – “Participation 
Summary”

Students will conduct peer editing

WIKI



I’ll replicate (and migrate) what I’ve done for adv. grammar & composition for 
next semester

I’d like to check out Wimba for 3rd semester Spanish

FUTURE PLANS



THANK YOU

erinhogan@sandiego.edu
x7836


