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Introduction

• Librarians are available to help you with your 
clinic research

• Resources you’ll use in the clinic are different 
from those used in LWR

• It’s okay to start with Google, but you cannot 
end there



Administrative Law

• Administrative law makes up a huge portion 
of “the law” 

• Executive Orders

• Regulations

• Agency Decisions



Regulations

• Regulations are “enabled” by statutes

• Legislature authorizes an administrative 
agency to promulgate regulations that 
provide more detail than the statute

• You need to research both the statute and 
the regulation



California Code of Regulations (CCR) & Notice 

Register (aka Z register) http://www.oal.ca.gov/ 



Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) & Federal 

Register (FR) https://www.govinfo.gov/

https://www.govinfo.gov/




Agency Decisions

• Many agencies are empowered to adjudicate 
disputes 

• How these are published, if they are 
published, and what legal effect they have 
varies widely from agency to agency

• Begin research at the agency’s website



dgs.ca.gov/OAH/Case-Types/Special-Education









CALIFORNIA DEP’T OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL EDUCATION

HTTP://WWW.CDE.CA.GOV/SP/SE/

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/












CALIFORNIA DEP’T OF 

DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES

HTTP://WWW.DDS.CA.GOV/









SAN DIEGO 

REGIONAL CENTER

HTTP://SDRC.ORG

http://sdrc.org/




https://sites.ed.gov/idea/



https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/
list/osers/policy.html



SAN DIEGO COUNTY SUPERIOR 

COURT OF CALIFORNIA

HTTP://WWW.SDCOURT.CA.GOV









Searching the library catalog

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library

• Special education law and litigation treatise 4th ed. | LRC 
Clinic | KF4210 .W4 2017-

• Special Education Law in a Nutshell | LRC Reserve | 
KF4209.3 C66 2018. Also available online at http://0-
subscription.westacademic.com.sally.sandiego.edu/Book/De
tail?id=25555

• Special Education Law | LRC Reading Room | KF4210 .R68 
2014

• Special Education Advocacy | LRC Reading Room | 
KF4209.3 C65 2011

• Many non-law titles at Copley Library

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
http://0-subscription.westacademic.com.sally.sandiego.edu/Book/Detail?id=25555


Westlaw & Lexis have little to offer

No education law treatises Few education law treatises



Statutes

•If there’s a statute on your issue, start there

•Use the annotations

•important cases on topic 

•valuable secondary source analysis and practice 

guides

•Don’t forget regulations!



Case Law Research

• Avoid keyword searching, at least initially

• Use the statutes and secondary sources to 
identify important cases

• Use those cases to branch out to others that 
address your specific issues. 

• Use the digest topic and key numbers on 
Westlaw; use the Headnotes on Lexis. 

• Don’t forget to Shepardize/KeyCite!



Other resources for your clinic work

• Client interviewing and counseling

• Legal reasoning & writing

• Trial & advocacy skills

• Citation

• Legal research guides

• Rules Governing the Practical Training of Law Students

• http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Admissions/Special-
Admissions/Practical-Training-of-Law-Students

• http://www.courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=nine
&linkid=rule9_42

http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Admissions/Special-Admissions/Practical-Training-of-Law-Students
http://www.courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=nine&linkid=rule9_42


Slides available on LRC website

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
research-trainings/clinics.php

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php


Questions?

Liz Parker

USD Legal Research Center

619.260.4600 x2555

eparker-10@sandiego.edu

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

619.260.4612

www.sandiego.edu/law/library

mailto:eparker-10@sandiego.edu
mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library

