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\What we will cover

Case Law: How to search for
case law quickly and effectively |
using Westlaw and Lexis+

Cases: Case-tracking & finding
court documents
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Questions to ask before you start

* Which jurisdictions do you want me to focus
on?

* Do you want all published cases or unpublished
as well?

* Do you want a hit list or do you want the actual
cases? What format?
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How can | make my searches more effective?

* Choose the right database
 Craft a smart search (on the first try)
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Crafting a Smart Search

 You control the search!

* How to increase the breadth of your search terms
- Include synonyms
- Use tobacco and cigar in addition to cigarette
Suggest terms”
- Use truncators to capture all forms of a word

L1

- Use Westlaw’s Thesaurus or Lexis

- Root expander =!
- Litigat! = litigate, litigator, litigation
- Use the wild card (*) to find a word you’re not sure how to spell
- Marb*ry = Marbury, Marbary, Marbery
- Wom™n = woman, women
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Crafting a Smart Search

* Narrow your search by choosing less inclusive terms
- Instead of “bird”, use “parrot” or “macaw”

« Take advantage of connectors, limiters, & expanders to
narrow your search

- To search for ERA and not era:
- allcaps (era)

- To search for “damage” and not “damages”:
- Westlaw: #damage
- Lexis: singular (damage)

- and, or, /p, /s, /5, ", date restrictors
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Crafting a Smart Search

Take advantage of field/segment searching
* Each document is divided into sections

e |dea: increases relevant documents retrieved
by limiting where your searches are performed
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Cases

Advanced Search Fields

125 S.Ct. 2655 <«— Citation
Supreme Court of the United States

Susette KELO, et al., Petitioners,

V. — Party Name
CITY OF NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT, et al. «—

Docket Number — No. 04-108. Argued Feb. 22, 2005. Decided June 23, 2005. Rehearing Denied

Synopsis

Aug. 22, 2005. See 545 U.S. 1158, 126 S.Ct. 24.

Synopsis

Background: Owners of condemned property challenged city's exercise of eminent domain power

on ground takings were not for public use. The Superior Court, Judicial District of New London,

Corradino, J., granted partial relief for owners, and cross-appeals were taken. The Supreme Court,

Norcott, J., 268 Conn. 1, 843 A.2d 500, upheld takings. Certiorari was granted. « 1
Background

Holding: The Supreme Court, Justice Stevens, held that city's exercise of eminent domain power
in furtherance of economic development plan satisfied constitutional “public use” requirement. -—:‘

Affirmed. Holding
Justice Kennedy concurred and filed opinion.

Justice O'Connor dissented and filed opinion in which Chief Justice Rehnquist and Justices Scalia

and Thomas joined.



https://1.next.westlaw.com/Search/AdvancedSearchPage.html?originUrlPath=%2FBrowse%2FHome%2FCases&categoryPageUrl=Home%2FCases&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&jurisdiction=ALLCASES&contentType=CASE

THOMSON REUTERS
WESTLAW EDGE - ABERNATHY MELISSA History Folders Favorites Motifications

Cases = Search Cases A All State & Federal Q,

Advanced

Home

Tools & Resources

Cases

American Federal Tax Reporter
¢ Add to Favorites G2 Copy link

American Maritime Cases (AMC)

See specific court for coverage information. Search all Cases content above or navigate to specific content below. (D Black’s Law Dictionary

Daubert Citator

All Federal Cases Dockets
All State Cases Find & Print
UCC Cases

Federal Cases by Court West Key Number System
U.S. Supreme Court U.S. Tax Court U.S. Court of Appeals for Words &Phrases
U.S. Courts of Appeals U.S. Court of Federal Claims ~ Veterans Claims
Federal District Courts U.S. Court of International Military Courts
Federal Bankruptcy Courts Trade Judicial Panel on

Multidistrict Litigation

(JPML)
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THOMSOM REUTERS

WESTLAW EDGE - ABERNATHY MELISSA

Cases = advanced:

Home = Cases

Advanced Search: Cases

Use at least one field to create a Boolean Terms & Connectors query.

Find documents that have

All of these terms
e.g., construction defect (searched as construction & defect)

Term frequency

Any of these terms
e.g., physician surgeon (searched as physician OR surgeon)

Term frequency

This exact phrase
e.g., medical malpractice (searched as "medical malpractice")

Term frequency

b . ;
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v AllState & Federal [e%
Advanced

Connectors and Expanders
& AND
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Synopsis/Digest

Judge

Attorney

Court Mame/Prelim

Docket Number

Background

Concurring

Court Abbreviation

Dissenting
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’f(a LEXiS-l-“ Client: -None- Folders History Help

Home » Cases

Cases it Y &

Advanced Search |

Enter a source name, a citation, terms or shep: [citation] to Shepardize® Cases

Cases
All Federal @ All States @ All Trial Court Orders @ All Tribal ®

All Reported Federal (i) All Reported States ()

Federal Cases by Court

U.S. Supreme Court Cases, Lawyers' Edition @ U.S. Court Military Commission Review @

United States Courts of Appeals (U Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation Cases (1

United States Bankruptcy Courts American Maritime Cases
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* Terms ....

Exact phrase
All of these terms and 2 or more words anywhere in the
Add T document (alternative: &)
or Include one or more words

Any of these terms and not Exclude documents containing the word or

Add T phrase; should be the last connector, or
may produce unexpected results

This exact phrase /n First word within "n" words of the second
Add 1 (alternative: w/n or near/n)
! Word variations using this as the root
Exclude these terms word (alternative: )
i &
Add P View all connectors and commands
Document Segments/Fields Segment Examples
Party Name R
V0t
t |
—
Court ..___.. - S
="
Date == e
All available dates E| B -
date formats = _— -
Number
Citation
History



attorney(boies)

Summary

Headnotes

Overview

Qutcome

Attorney Name

boiesl

Judges

Written By

Opinion By

Opinion

Concurrence By

Concurrence




Case-Tracking and Dockets

* Court filings: briefs & petitions, complaint,
answer, motions, etc.

o Status of the case: check the docket

 Places to look: Bloomberg Law, Westlaw &
Lexis, court websites
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The LRC reference team will provide remote reference services Monday-Friday (9am-5pm) via chat (chat widget on library homepage) and email

(Ircrefer@sandiego.edu). For more details about remote services and resources please check our guide. We'll be updating it regularly.

FDLP users: You may access many online FDLP resources by searching the library catalog. Many federal materials are online at https://www.govinfo.gov/. The
LRC will provide full access again as soon as possible. Other federal depositories may be located here: Federal Depository Library Directory.

Search LRC

Search Catalog

Click this link to access the research databases.

Quick links

e Online Study Aids + Printing

To access Bloomberg Law, click on the
Databases link from the LRC homepage
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with a lock symbol reguire username/password or [P authentication

All Database Types w All Vendors / Providers W Search for Databases 0

Al A B C DEVF GHI JKLM®NIOPGBRSESETWUOUVW XY Z#

1 Databases found for B = Clear Filters/Browse All Databases

1e Study
-2
law school B
-ation of the
Bloomberg Law = ETEy -
Bloomberg legal content, inlegrated into an already powerful system of primary and secondary legal content, company and market information and
- news. Individual user access is given to USD law students and faculty. You must register with Bloomberg to gain access to ifs products and services, Please
contact the LRC reference desk to obtain a Bloomberg Law account.
rkat
students
3 products
Bloomberg
-

e .
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Click the Y icons to save useful pages here v

Popular Links

SEARCHES

LAW SCHOOL RESOURCES

FEATURED

All Legal Content

Court Opinions Search
Dockets Search ‘7
Points of Law Search

News Search

Books & Treatises

Transactional Precedents Search

1 University o San Diegor

Live & Recorded Webinars
On-Demand Certification Courses
Law Review Resources

Career Resources

Librarian Resources

Videos & Reference Guides
Circuit Splits Charts

Practice Centers & Tools

In Focus: Coronavirus EEI
Brief Analyzer
Bloomberg Law News
Subscribe to Newsletters
Alerts Management
Litigation Analytics
Practical Guidance

State Law Chart Builders

In Focus Resources

New on Bloomberg Law




Q. Dockets Search {1 SetasHome <Y Favorite X

KEYWORDS (3) Q |

Apply To: @® Dockets & Documents (O Dockets Only

COURTS >

Hide Full List ~ Browse My Favorites ¥

Select All

Combined Court Dockets

Federal Court Dockets

State Court Dockets & Case Information

International Dockets

A Create Alert ® Add Search to Dashboard Clear All
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L_S. District Court for the Central District of
California Dockets

LS. District Court for the Eastern District of
California Dockets

U.S. Dis

Califarnia D

5. District Court for the Southern Dis
California Dockets

State

California Supreme Court Dockets

California Courts of Appeal Dockets

Amador County

Butte County

Colusa County

Contra Costa County

1989 to Current

1989 to Current

1989 to Current

1989 to Current

1987 to Current

1983 to Current

1990 to Current

01/2002 to 11,2017

2007 to Current

1990 to Current

1994 to Current

Records of proceedings for the U.S. District Court for the Central District of
Califarnia frorn 1989 to present.

Records of proceedings for the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of
Califarnia frorm 1989 to present.

Records of proceedings for the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of
Califarnia frorn 1989 to present.

Records of proceedings for the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of
California frorm 1989 to present.

Records of proceedings for the Supreme Court of Califarnia. *Select coverage
prior to 1987

Records of proceedings for the California Courts of Appeal. *Select coverage
prior to 1983 **Includes First through Sixth Appellate Districts

Civil records of proceedings for the California Superior Court, Alameda County.
*Select coverage prior to 1990. Breaking Complaints only.

Civil records of proceedings for the California Superior Court, Amador County.
*Select coverage prior to 2002

Civil records of proceedings from the California Superior Court, Butte County. *
Select coverage prior to 2007

Civil records of proceedings for the California Superior Court, Colusa County. *
Select coverage prior to 1990

Civil records of proceedings for the California Superior Court, Contra Costa
County. Includes Concard Civil, Martinez Civil, Pittsburg Civil, Richmand Civil, and
Walnut Creek Civil Courts.

Bloomberg docket coverage map
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https://www.bloomberglaw.com/dockets/coverage

Bloomberg Law £ Saved for Later @ My Work History v Melissa Abernathy v What's New

— Q, l ©) Advanced Search ﬂ

BROWSE
NOW SEARCHING: (O All Bloomberg Law (@ Dockets

€ Search Results 4 Previous Result Next Result »

Court Dockets {¥ Favorite

Crista Ramos, et al v. Chad Wolf, et al, Docket No. 18-16981 (9th Cir. Oct 12, 2018),
Court Docket

5 B = & Update Docket C  Track Docket B} GENERAL INFO
B
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit Current As Of it
Docket for Case #: 18-16981 Apr. 20, 2021
9:46 PM EDT £
ATTORNEY
Crista Ramos, et al v. Chad Wolf, et al ANRLYTICS
Update Docket
B
DOCKET INFORMATION Minimize A What Does This Mean? ANALYTICS
DATE FILED Oct 12,2018 =
B
STATUS Closed Docket Number PDOCKET
NATURE OF SUIT 2440 Other Civil Rights 18-16981
=
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https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/document/X1Q6O1GEPE82?criteria_id=f2c28002cf689257f293d093141a5867&searchGuid=13d4a888-55de-41f0-a727-73bedcb94d4a

Document Request x

Reqguest Quantity: 1

Potential Fee - Waived:

Pricing Details

DECLINE ACCEPT




Bloomberg Law () Saved for Later @ My Work History MELISSA FUNG ~

_ S A —

® All Bloomberg Law

Download Center {1 Set As My Home % Favorite

@ Items Expire After 7 Days
Save itemns permanently by moving them into your workspace

Filters D FILE NAME FORMAT/SIZE STATUS DATE/TI...
_ D Crista Ramos, et al v. Kirstjen Nielsen, et ror 0.6 MB Completed 3/26/2019
Find by Keyword ™ al, Docket No. 18-16981 (9th Cir. Oct 12, 2:10 PM
n 2018), Court Docket
D Crista Ramos, et al v. Kirstjen Nielsen, et ror 0.3 MB Completed 3/26/2019
Stabus al, Docket No. 18-16981 (9th Cir. Oct 12, 2:09 PM
altl b
2018), Court Docket
I:l In Progress
D Completed n Per Page
|:| Scheduled

[0 Email Attachments Too
Large

o .
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IN1THE
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT

CRISTA RAMOS, et al.,
Plaintiffs-Appellees,
V.
KIRSTJEN NIELSEN, et al.,
Defendants-Appellants.

ON APPEAL FROM THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
HONORABLE EDWARD M. CHEN, DISTRICT JUDGE
CASE NO. 3:18-cv-01554-EMC

I APPELLEES ANSWERING BRIEF I




Other Sources for Court Tracking

 Court websites
* Contact Court Clerk’s office
e Contact counsel
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Questions?
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