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What we will cover
Case Law: How to search for 
case law quickly and effectively 
using Westlaw and Lexis+

Cases: Case-tracking & finding 
court documents



Questions to ask before you start
• Which jurisdictions do you want me to focus 

on?

• Do you want all published cases or unpublished 
as well? 

• Do you want a hit list or do you want the actual 
cases?  What format?



How can I make my searches more effective?
• Choose the right database
• Craft a smart search (on the first try)



Crafting a Smart Search
• You control the search!
• How to increase the breadth of your search terms 

- Include synonyms
- Use tobacco and cigar in addition to cigarette
- Use Westlaw’s Thesaurus or Lexis’ “Suggest terms”

- Use truncators to capture all forms of a word
- Root expander = !
- Litigat! = litigate, litigator, litigation

- Use the wild card (*) to find a word you’re not sure how to spell
- Marb*ry = Marbury, Marbary, Marbery
- Wom*n = woman, women



Crafting a Smart Search
• Narrow your search by choosing less inclusive terms

- Instead of “bird”, use “parrot” or “macaw”

• Take advantage of connectors, limiters, & expanders to 
narrow your search
- To search for ERA and not era:

- allcaps  (era)
- To search for “damage” and not “damages”:

- Westlaw: #damage
- Lexis: singular (damage)

- and, or, /p, /s, /5, “”, date restrictors



Crafting a Smart Search

Take advantage of field/segment searching
• Each document is divided into sections

• Idea: increases relevant documents retrieved 
by limiting where your searches are performed



https://1.next.westlaw.com/Search/AdvancedSearchPage.html?originUrlPath=%2FBrowse%2FHome%2FCases&categoryPageUrl=Home%2FCases&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&jurisdiction=ALLCASES&contentType=CASE














Case-Tracking and Dockets

• Court filings: briefs & petitions, complaint, 
answer, motions, etc.

• Status of the case: check the docket

• Places to look: Bloomberg Law, Westlaw & 
Lexis, court websites



To access Bloomberg Law, click on the 
Databases link from the LRC homepage









Bloomberg docket coverage map

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/dockets/coverage


https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/document/X1Q6O1GEPE82?criteria_id=f2c28002cf689257f293d093141a5867&searchGuid=13d4a888-55de-41f0-a727-73bedcb94d4a








Other Sources for Court Tracking

• Court websites
• Contact Court Clerk’s office
• Contact counsel 



Questions?
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