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What we will cover

• Know your assignment

• Finding materials at USD:
LRC and Copley Library

• Interlibrary loans (ILL)



https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library



https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/services



https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/services
/research-assistant.php



Know your assignment



Know your assignment

Step 1:
Conduct a 
research interview
with professor



Talk to your professor

• Understand:
• the project and how your work fits in
• what you are expected to do
• what you will turn in
• when you must turn in your work

• Ask questions throughout the process

• Confirm details



Develop your roadmap

Step 2:
Develop a research road map



Develop your roadmap

• Jurisdiction?
• Legal issue?
• Develop search terms:

• Things, Actions, Remedies, People, Places
• Consider synonyms 

• Include citations/resources recommended 
by the professor



Ask a librarian!

Reference librarians are available Monday–Friday,
9 AM–5 PM during the summer



Ask a librarian!

 Telephone: (619) 260-4612
 Chat: https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
 E-mail: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
 Or schedule a research consultation

(in person, by telephone, or by Zoom)

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu


Finding materials



Think geographically

Two libraries on campus:
• Pardee Legal Research Center (LRC)
• Copley Library



Think geographically

San Diego Circuit (https://circuit.sdsu.edu)
• Consortium of local libraries
• Books delivered to the LRC in 24-48 hours

https://circuit.sdsu.edu/


Think geographically

Interlibrary loan (ILL): 
https://sandiego.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/lrc/
Allows you to borrow materials from libraries 
around the country

https://sandiego.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/lrc/


Think beyond your computer

Do not limit 
yourself to just 
materials at 
USD or those 
which you can 
access via 
Google



Where to search

https://www.worldcat.org

https://www.worldcat.org/


Where to search

Step 1: Search USD library catalog

Step 2: Search San Diego Circuit

Step 3: Search WorldCat

Step 4: Place interlibrary loan request

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://sandiego.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/lrc/logon.html


Example: climate change











Google Books Preview





WorldCat







Interlibrary loan (ILL)

• Ask a librarian for assistance to locate items

• ILL process can take time; request items well 
before your deadline



Interlibrary Loan

Fill out the online ILL form at 
https://sandiego.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/lrc/

https://sandiego.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/lrc/




Items not available via ILL

• Books from libraries located outside of 
North America

• Most newspaper articles

• Materials that are available in PDF of 
original source

• Items located at libraries that do not 
participate in interlibrary loan



Resources at Copley Library





Using Copley Library

Visit https://www.sandiego.edu/library/ to 
access databases and other materials 
available via Copley Library.

https://www.sandiego.edu/library/


Using library equipment



Equipment

• Printers

• Scanners

• Copiers

• Laptop checkout

• Computer labs

• Microform readers



Ask a librarian!

Reference librarians are available 
in the LRC all summer,
Monday–Friday 9–5
Chat:
www.sandiego.edu/law/library/ 
E-mail:
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
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