KROC SCHOOL

MASTER OF ARTS IN

Social Innovation

Learning Outcomes

Leading social change is hard work. It requires vision combined with
leadership skills and an entrepreneurial mindset. The Master of Arts in Social
Innovation (MASI) prepares students to look critically at the roots of social
problems and to create sustainable change in a wide variety of
organizational settings. Through a unique curriculum, students emerge
prepared to transform existing structures that are inefficient and
perpetuate issues of inequality, injustice and poverty, instead of
changing them.
The MASI is unlike any other program because it offers students the
opportunity to practice social innovation by engaging with leaders
and organizations in the San Diego-Tijuana region from the start. The
learning experience in the field is paired with design thinking,
leadership skills development and knowledge of business models.
No other program integrates expertise in peacebuilding with
business, entrepreneurship and leadership. No other MA in Social
Innovation is rooted in a Peace School, giving MASI students an
edge to succeed tackling the issues they are passionate about.
The MASI is a 30-unit degree program that can be
completed in nine-months (full-time) or up to five-years
(part-time). It is a multi-disciplinary program breaking down
the silo-mindset; addressing complex problems requires
diverse sources of knowledge and understanding. Students
can choose courses taught by faculty from the School of
Peace Studies, School of Business, School of
Education and Leadership Sciences and the College
of Arts and Sciences.
The program offers transformative co-curricular
opportunities for learning by doing, such as the
Oxford Global Challenge and the Global Social
Innovation Challenge (GSIC). Through the GSIC,
students have the opportunity to turn their
capstone projects into a real-world venture by
competing for up to $50,000 in funding.
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KNOWLEDGE:

Expertise needed to frame and interpret
social issues, and then build innovative
solutions to complex problems.

DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES:

Capacity to contextualize social issues from a
variety of perspectives that include cultural,
political and socio-economic variables and the
knowledge gained to formulate action plans.

INNOVATION DESIGN:

Methodologies to ideate new solutions to
old situations.

IMPLEMENTATION: Mentored experiences
for testing hypotheses and learning to transform ideas
into actionable plans.
COMMUNICATION: Ability to inspire and
mobilize others through diverse platforms and media.

ETHICAL REASONING: Integration of ethical
perspectives in complex problem solving.

FIND OUT MORE

sandiego.edu/peace/masi

MASTER OF ARTS IN SOCIAL INNOVATION

KROC SCHOOL

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
MA in SOCIAL INNOVATION
(9-Month Program)

Entrance Semester

Fall

Priority Application Deadline

February 15 of each year

Minimum Grade Point Average

3.0 (4.0 scale) in all undergraduate course work

•

Full-time status as a graduate student

Additional Requirements

• Four Short Essays (250 words each)
• Two Letters of Recommendation
• Two Minute Video

•

Required orientation

•

Approval of courses by the
Faculty Advisor

Application

Completion of online application:
https://sandiego.liaisoncas.com

•

30 units of graduate work with a 3.0
or higher GPA

International Students

Review the Graduate Admissions website for additional
required application materials:
https://sandiego.edu/admissions/graduate/
international

•

Six core courses (18 units)

•

Three elective courses (9 units)

•

Three 1-unit workshops (3 units)

•

Capstone proposal and project
must be at “B” or better performance

MASI FULL-TIME PROGRAM (Sample Course Mapping)
FALL

INTERSESSION

SPRING

SOIN 500
Global Challenges (3 units)

SOIN 515
Social Innovation Consulting
Practicum (3 units)

SOIN 520
Innovation Impact Analysis (2 units)

SOIN 505
Social Innovation (3 units)

SOIN 555 Workshop 2 (1 unit)

SOIN 510
Social Entrepreneurship (3 units)

Elective 2 (3 units)
Elective 3 (3 units)

Elective 1(3 units)

SOIN 560 Workshop 3 (1 unit)

SOIN 550 Workshop 1(1 unit)
13 Units

SOIN 525
Social Innovation Capstone (4 units)

4 Units

13 Units

5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110-2492
(619) 260-7919
E-mail: krocschool@sandiego.edu

sandiego.edu/peace/masi

