
 

Presentation:  

Join two experts as they discuss advocacy and the role that it can play for local nonprofit and the 
communities we serve. Topics include educating a board about the laws about lobbying and 
advocacy, reaching out to legislators and collaborating with other organizations. You will leave 
with a toolkit of practical steps to advocate for your cause and the confidence to do it well. 
 

 

 
Advocacy by nonprofit and community leaders has been the catalyst of social change and guided 
major policy shifts throughout American history... 

 Civil Rights Act of 1964 
 Voting Rights Act of 1965 
 American Disabilities Act of 1990 
 Mothers Against Drunk Drivers 

Libby, P. (2012). The Lobbying Handbook. Sage Publications, Inc. Thousand Oaks, CA. 
 
Why Should Nonprofits Advocate 

 Raise awareness of your mission 
 Mobilize members, volunteers, donors and board 
 Attract favorable media attention 
 Establish and expand government investment in important social programs 
 Reform laws and regulations that govern the operation and evaluation of your programs 
 Confer benefits far beyond that of any one direct service program 

Center for Lobbying in the Public Interest (2013). http://www.clpi.org/why-advocacy  
 
Nonprofits Can Advocate! 

Lobbying is just one form of advocacy that an organization may engage in to achieve its 
particular goals and serve its constituencies. 

Mehta, N. (2013). Nonprofits and Lobbying: Yes, They Can! 
http://apps.americanbar.org/buslaw/blt/2009-03-04/mehta.shtml  

 
 

After working with several legislators on local advocacy issues in the community, we have 
learned more about the value of working in collaboration with elected officials. 
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