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What we will cover

• Tools for picking a paper topic

• Conducting a thorough literature review

• Quick refresher on case law and statutory research

• Crash course in administrative law sources

• Note-taking tools and techniques

• Citation style



Finding a topic

News

• Web (Google tip), LexisNexis, Factiva

Blawgs, advocacy organizations websites or listservs

• Assessing your sources

• Bias

• Well-sourced, supported

• Currency























Research Guides

http://lawlibguides.lclark.edu/animal-law

http://guides.library.harvard.edu/animallaw

http://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?g=273353&p=1824602

http://libguides.law.ucla.edu/animallaw

http://libguides.law.gonzaga.edu/animal

http://lawlibguides.lclark.edu/animal-law
http://guides.library.harvard.edu/animallaw
http://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?g=273353&p=1824602
http://libguides.law.ucla.edu/animallaw
http://libguides.law.gonzaga.edu/animal


BOOKS



Searching the catalogs

USD’s online catalog find items located in the LRC and also 
in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to find not just 
materials in our print collection, but it also provides direct 
access to materials in our subscription databases, and it also 
links to websites! 

• You can search USD’s online catalog from LRC’s homepage

http://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/HomePage,basicSearchDirectLinkComponent.sdirect?lang=eng&suite=cobalt


www.sandiego.edu/law/library



Searching the catalogs

Circuit Catalog:

• USD is a member of a library consortium, the Circuit

• borrow materials from SDSU, UCSD, Cal State San Marcos, 
& the San Diego County & City Libraries. 

• greatly increases the universe of materials that are 
accessible to you! 

• delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.—pickup at Circulation desk

Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog through Sally 
(click on the hyperlinked Circuit logo) or go to: 
http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/


Searching the catalogs

Interlibrary Loan (ILL):

• If you can’t find an item at USD or through the Circuit, 
we may be able to get it through interlibrary-loaned 
from another library

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come ask a reference 
librarian 

• Delivered to LRC anywhere from 3 days to 3 weeks—
make your request early!

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php














Online Resources









HeinOnline

Animal Studies: Law, Welfare and Rights

With titles from the Animal Legal Defense Fund and Animal 
Welfare Institute, this collection aims to establish the 
foundational laws pertaining to animals and follow the 
evolution of these rights throughout the years. It includes 
philosophical books dating back to the 1800s, videos, 
periodicals, brochures, and more.

http://heinonline.org/HOL/Index?collection=animal&set_as_cursor
=clear

http://heinonline.org/HOL/Index?collection=animal
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Index?collection=animal&set_as_cursor=clear










LAW ARTICLES



Law articles

 Lexis

 Westlaw

 Google Scholar

Unpublished or forthcoming

 SSRN

 Bepress









https://scholar.google.com



http://papers.ssrn.com









Search strategies

• Build from the sources you’ve already found

• look at sources cited by those sources 

• use a citator (Shepard’s or KeyCite) to find sources 
that have cited to sources you’ve already found

• Use multiple search techniques 

• keyword (natural language & Boolean)

• Subject

• browse



A note about secondary sources

• Evaluate sources for quality, 
authority, currency

• Don’t rely solely on a secondary 
source to tell you what the 
primary law says

• Best source rule



ARTICLES FROM OTHER 

DISCIPLINES



http://www.sandiego.edu/library/



Intro to admin law

• Legislature passes a law, giving the broad strokes and 
“enabling” a government agency to implement the law

• To implement the legislature’s intent, the agency typically 
will have to do 2 things:

1. Promulgate regulations that provide more detailed 
rules & establish oversight processes;

2. Enforce the law through those processes, including 
administrative hearings/adjudications

• These regulations & adjudications are generally referred to 
as “administrative law”



Administrative law

Legislative

Judicial

Executive
Regulations = 

quasi-legislative

Hearings/

adjudications = 

quasi-judicial



Promulgating regulations

• Agency drafts proposed regulations

• Publish proposed regulations in the Federal Register (Fed. Reg. 
or F.R.)

• Opportunity for public comment

• Agency drafts final regulations

• Publish notice of final regulations in Federal Register

• Codify the final regulations in the Code of Federal Regulations 
(C.F.R.)



Administrative law documents

Code of Federal 
Regulations (C.F.R.)

Varies widely across 
agencies

Varies widely across 
agencies

Federal Register
Check website, Westlaw, 
Lexis, BloombergLaw

Check agency website, 
Westlaw, Lexis, 
BloombergLaw

FDsys, Westlaw, Lexis, 
BloombergLaw

Regulations.gov for 
proposed regulations

Regulations Advisory and 
guidance 
documents

Decisions and 
Adjudications







Agency websites

There are hundreds of federal agencies. Here’s an index 
of federal agencies or just Google the name:

http://www.washlaw.edu/doclaw/executive5m.html

Agency websites are a wealth of information, including 
links to recent bills, statutes, regulations, and decisions

Agency materials are also available on Westlaw, Lexis, 
and BloombergLaw

http://www.washlaw.edu/doclaw/executive5m.html


STATE LEGISLATIVE & 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATERIALS



https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov



http://www.ca.gov/Agencies



Case law & statutory research

1. Start with a secondary source

2. If there’s a governing statute, ALWAYS start 
with annotated code

3. Use the digest/headnote system & citators

4. Use keyword searching strategically, or not at all!



NOTE-TAKING TOOLS & 

TECHNIQUES



Why good note-taking is important

• Bolster your argument

• Avoid inadvertent 
plagiarism

• Save yourself time and 
trouble when creating 
citations



USD School of Law’s Honor Code

Plagiarism. Passing off of another's ideas, words, or work 
as one's own for the purpose of misleading the reader or 
viewer of the work; "plagiarism" may include using the 
writings, words, phrases, ideas, data, opinions, citations, 
arguments, or organization of another person and 
conveying such information in a way that makes it seem as 
if the information originated with the writer. Failure to 
provide proper attribution, including quotation marks 
when necessary, constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism applies 
to any source, whether published or not.

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/student-affairs/student-handbook/honor-code.php



Understanding Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the presentation of another person's 
work as your own. 

• summarizing, paraphrasing, copying, or translating 

• words, ideas, or any other creative work,

• without proper attribution. 

Plagiarism can be deliberate or accidental; partial or 
complete.

Materials adapted with permission from: 
Plagiarism Tutorial by Ramona Islam, Fairfield University & 
How to Recognize Plagiarism: Tutorial and Tests by T.W. Frick et al.



Types of Plagiarism

Understanding what counts as plagiarism is an important 
step in learning to avoid accidental plagiarism.

Some acts of plagiarism:

• buying, stealing, or ghostwriting a paper

• copying and pasting from the Internet without attribution

• using other people’s ideas without attribution

• paraphrasing an author too lightly 

Threshold that some adopt: 7 or more consecutive words 
must be in quotes 



Consequences of Plagiarism

Plagiarism violates USD’s Honor Code.

It can earn you a failing grade, suspension, expulsion, 
or the rescission of a degree, even after graduation.

It can be a barrier to admission to the bar.

It degrades a university’s reputation and diminishes 
the value of its degrees.

Whether or not plagiarism is detected, those who 
commit it suffer the disadvantages of missed 
opportunities to learn, grow, and think for 
themselves.



Using Other Scholars’ Work

Every writer uses other scholars’ work. It’s a necessary and 
important part of scholarly writing. 

It lends credence to your ideas and places your work within a 
larger “conversation” among scholars on a topic.

But you must avoid crossing ethical & legal boundaries by:

• Honoring the ideas and work of other authors 

• Helping other researchers find the sources that inspired 
your work

• Respecting an author's legal copyright 



Begin with Proper Note-Taking

The first step in avoiding plagiarism and giving proper 
documentation is to cultivate good note-taking habits. 

There’s no one right way to do it. Pick a method that 
works for you and be consistent.

 There’s an app for that. Actually there 
are MANY apps for that. Two popular 
options:



What to look for

• Reference manager 

• Citation support for 
Bluebook style 

• Organize and annotate 
PDFs and other digital 
content

• Fits your research style

• Something you will use!!



Document AND citation management

Typical features include:

• Free or premium upgrade

• Web, client, mobile apps

• PDF storage & annotation

• Cloud & local storage

• Web content capture

• Citation style (“bibliographic 
utility”)



Web content management



Managing Sources

For a comparison of features & links to tutorials:

• https://www.library.wisc.edu/services/citation-
managers/comparison-chart/

• http://library.law.yale.edu/research-management-and-citation 

For tips on setting up Bluebook style: 

• https://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/citation-
tools/bluebook.cfm

Bibliographic 

apps:



Note-taking tips

If you cut & paste text from 
another source to look at 
later, immediately mark it 
as copied text & include 
citation info



Note-Taking Tips

If you cut & paste text from another source to look at later, 
immediately mark it as copied text & include the 
bibliographic data you’ll need for a citation.

• Notes that are lightly paraphrased (too similar to the 
original language) could come back to haunt you. 

• Any time you have not sufficiently rephrased 
something, mark it immediately to make sure you 
return to it later.

Alternatively, if you’re taking notes from a source, 
distinguish your own ideas and analysis with some 
marking.



A Few Words about Quoting

Do not rely too much on direct quotations—they should be 
used infrequently. 

Try paraphrasing rather than quoting unless:

• the specific language is critical to the argument you’re 
making or

• it’s a particularly well-phrased and concise passage

Never rely on a quote to make your argument for you:

• Integrate the quote into your argument 

• Use it to set up your argument or drive home your point

• Make sure it’s clear how the quote relates to your 
argument 



Rules for Quoting

Whenever you copy anything, you must put quotation marks 
around it. Merely citing the source for the quote is not 
sufficient.

Be careful to copy direct quotations word for word. If you 
must change the length, indicate omitted text with ellipses 
(...) and place [added] phrases within brackets. 

Short quotations must conform to the syntax of the sentence 
in which you place them. Pay attention to tense and 
subject/verb agreement.



Rules for Quoting

An especially long quotation—50 or more words—should be 
set off by indenting the whole passage.

Do not quote from or cite a source that you have not directly 
consulted. 

Citation should include a specific page reference.



Save Copies of Source Material

Save them until you have finished writing your paper. Or 
even better, until you’ve received a final grade on the 
paper. 

Double-check your work against each source to make sure 
you have not accidentally plagiarized something.



Paraphrasing

To paraphrase is to restate the meaning of a segment of text 
using other words, either 

(1) by expanding and clarifying, or, more often, 

(2) by summarizing the main point or points. 
Paraphrasing is necessary, but it can be dangerous if you 

don't know how to do it correctly

It's not enough to simply change a few words around, or 
replace words with synonyms to constitute a paraphrase. 
You literally have to rewrite the material using your own 
words.



Paraphrasing

A good strategy:

• read your source document carefully until you 
understand exactly what the author is saying

• then look away and rely on your memory to record 
the statement in your own words

• Check your paraphrase against the source for 
accuracy, and modify phrases that match the 
original too closely. 



Paraphrasing

If you must borrow a unique word or phrase, enclose it in 
quotation marks

Always indicate whose ideas you are paraphrasing by providing a 
footnote reference (including a page reference)

Sometimes it may also be appropriate to introduce your 
paraphrase with attribution. (According to Howard Gardner…)

Make sure that you make it clear to the reader where your 
paraphrase begins and ends and where your own ideas or 
comments are included

Because there is a fine line between an acceptable paraphrase and 
plagiarism, here are some examples:  



Problems in Paraphrasing

Original Source: America 
today has veered too far in 
the direction of formal 
testing without adequate 
consideration of the costs 
and limitations of an 
exclusive emphasis on that 
approach.

HOWARD GARDNER, 
MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: 
THE THEORY IN PRACTICE

179 (1993).

Paraphrase Version 1: 
America has now gone too 
far toward formal testing, 
without realizing the costs 
and limitations of 
exclusively emphasizing 
that approach.1

1HOWARD GARDNER, 
MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: 
THE THEORY IN PRACTICE

179 (1993).



Comments

Although the source is cited, the paraphrasing retains too 
much of the original wording and sentence structure. 



Paraphrasing Examples

Original Source: 

“America today has veered 
too far in the direction of 
formal testing without 
adequate consideration of the 
costs and limitations of an 
exclusive emphasis on that 
approach.” 

HOWARD GARDNER, 
MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: 
THE THEORY IN PRACTICE 179 
(1993).

Paraphrase Version 2: 

In the United States, the 
education system places too 
much emphasis on formal 
testing, overlooking the 
limitations and expenses 
imposed when that 
assessment strategy is 
employed exclusively.1

1HOWARD GARDNER, 
MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: 
THE THEORY IN PRACTICE 179 
(1993).



Comments

This paraphrase is different enough from the original source 
that it would not be considered plagiarism, as long as 
Gardner is credited. 



Summarizing & Paraphrasing

• Try to do it without looking 
at the source material

• Not enough to change a 
few words around, or 
substitute synonyms 

• You literally have to 
rewrite the material using 
your own words



Research log

• Keep a log of where you’ve searched and what 
search terms you used (even if you didn’t find 
anything useful!)

• This will save you time later



Sources & additional resources

Comparing reference managers:

• https://www.library.wisc.edu/services/citation-
managers/comparison-chart

• http://library.law.yale.edu/research-management-and-
citation

Setting up Bluebook style:

• https://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/citatio
n-tools/bluebook.cfm

https://www.library.wisc.edu/services/citation-managers/comparison-chart
http://library.law.yale.edu/research-management-and-citation
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/citation-tools/bluebook.cfm




Citation



Law Journals

Laura Mehalko, Note, This is Gun 
Country: The International Implications 
of U.S. Gun Control Policy, 35 B.C. INT’L & 
COMP. L. REV. 297, 302 (2012).



Social Science Journals



Consecutively paginated journal:

Linda Grant De Pauw, Women In Combat: The 
Revolutionary War Experience, 7 ARMED FORCES & SOC’Y
209 (1981).

Nonconsecutively paginated journal:

Jeffrey Goldberg, The Case For More Guns (And More Gun 
Control), ATLANTIC MONTHLY, Dec. 2012, at 68.







Newspapers

Print:

Elisabeth Bumiller & Thom Shanker, Equality at the Front 
Line: Pentagon is Set to Lift Ban on Women in Combat 
Roles, N.Y. TIMES, Jan. 24, 2013, at A1.

Electronic:

Elisabeth Bumiller & Thom Shanker, Pentagon is Set to Lift 
Combat Ban for Women, N.Y. TIMES (Jan. 23, 2013), 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/24/us/pentagon-says-
it-is-lifting-ban-on-women-in-
combat.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0.



Resources

Legal Information Institute at Cornell 
University

Introduction to Basic Legal Citation

http://www.law.cornell.edu/citation/



Contact us

Drop by the desk:

M–Th 9am–6pm 

F 9am–5pm

Sa closed

Su noon–4pm

Email: 

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat: 
www.sandiego.edu/law/library

Call: (619) 260-4612 

Jane Larrington (619) 260-4766 or jlarrington@sandiego.edu

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
mailto:jlarrington@sandiego.edu

