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Research in the Real World 



www.bloomberglaw.com  

  

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/




Can you use your school accounts at your 

summer job? 



http://lawschool.westlaw.com/registration/ 

SummerExtension.aspx  

http://lawschool.westlaw.com/registration/SummerExtension.aspx
http://lawschool.westlaw.com/registration/SummerExtension.aspx
http://lawschool.westlaw.com/registration/SummerExtension.aspx


Access for graduating students 

6 months after graduation 

 

 

August 1st (current policy = 
can be used at work) 

 

May 31st; can extend to 
July 31st for bar study; 
job search tools 1 yr. 



Strengths 

BNA commentary & analysis 

PLI content 

Dockets 

Market, financial, company news & info 

Practice centers 

Transactional materials & drafting tools 
 

Weaknesses 

Comparatively small secondary source collection 

Lacks public records, legislative history docs 

Citator is weak 

Content 



Practice centers 

• Antitrust 

• Banking & Finance 

• Bankruptcy 

• Corporate/M&A 

• Employee Benefits 

• Health 

 

 

 

• Intellectual Property 

• Labor & Employment 

• Securities 

• Tax 
 

 



http://www.bloomberglaw.com/




Dockets 









Transactional materials & drafting tools 







Filter example clauses by: 



Company & market data 



Westlaw & Lexis:  

Classic vs NextGen Platforms 

Classic platforms  

Navigate to a specific database – smaller DBs are cheaper 

Compose a terms & connectors or natural language search 

NextGen platforms  

Search all content  
   **optional to narrow by jurisdiction, type of content, or 
specific source) 

Enter a simple search which will be processed by  
a complex, secret search algorithm 

Post-search, filter results using facets 
 





Search 

Natural Language 
Processing (NLP) 

Terms & 
Connectors 

NextGen search  

Interprets your query Applies your search 
literally 

NLP+ (interprets your 
query & adds to it)   

Google-like 

Looks for all terms 

Ranks by: 

• Proximity of terms to 
one another 

• Location & frequency 
of terms 

Always returns same 
number of results 

Boolean Operators  

Proximity Limiters 

Truncation 

Field/Segment 

Searching 

Complex & secret 
algorithm 

Leverages: 

• Crowdsourcing  

• Digest 

• Citator 

• Secondary sources 

• And much more 

Classic WL & LN, BLaw 
Quick Search 

Classic WL & LN, 
BLaw Detailed 
Search 

WestlawNext, 
LexisAdvance 



Strengths 

Content 

News 

Matthew Bender titles 

Public records (Accurint) 

 

Features 

Shepard’s 

Lexis for Microsoft Office 
(LMO) 

Price 

Less expensive than 
Westlaw 

No additional cost for  
Advance 

 

& 



Strengths 

Content 

Thomson, West, Rutter Group treatises 
 

Features 

West’s digest system 

WLN search is superior 

• incorporates digest, KeyCite, crowdsourcing 

WLN came out 1st and is beyond more of  
the growing pains of a new platform 

 

A Note on Price:  Surcharge for WLN 

& 



The future… 

Classic platforms are on their way out  

• Lexis: within 2–3 years; starting this summer you must 
login via LexisAdvance 

• Westlaw: no date announced 

Boolean searching is still relevant 

• can get better results even on nextgen platforms  

• newest kid on the block, Bloomberg, encourages Boolean 

Industry experts are still expecting  
Bloomberg to compete 



 

 

PRACTICE GUIDES 

 

 

 



Key Sources You Will Need :  

Practice Guides  

• Step-by-step manuals on every imaginable legal scenario 
that you will have to prepare for 

 



Example: CEB Practice Guide– Child Custody 

Litigation 



Example: CEB Practice Guide– Child Custody 

Litigation 



Key Sources You Will Need :  

Practice Guides 

Westlaw Practice Guides & Encyclopedias: Rutter Group, Bancroft-Whitney, 
Witkin, Cal Jur, and many others 
 
From the Westlaw home page, select Secondary Sources, then select 
California 

Lexis Practice Guides & Encyclopedias: Matthew Bender, Witkin, Cal Jur 
 
To locate individual titles use the word wheel function in the universal 
search bar or click Browse Sources in the upper right hand corner.   

Bloomberg Law Practice areas: Intellectual Property, Labor, Employment, Health , 
Trade, Environment, Communications, and Tax 
 

Access Bloomberg Law from the LRC Research Databases page 
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-
databases/ 

CEB OnLaw OnLaw provides electronic access to California law practice areas for 
titles of CEB's treatises and forms. 
 
Access CEB OnLaw from the LRC Databases page 
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-
databases/ 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/


WestlawNext 



WestlawNext – Secondary Sources 





WestlawNext – Rutter Group Guides 



WestlawNext – Rutter Group 

Professional Responsibility 



WestlawNext- Practical Law 



WestlawNext- Practical Law 

• Excellent resource for transactional materials.  

 

• Practice areas include: including Antitrust, Bankruptcy, 

Finance, Labor & Employment, Real Estate, Tax, IP, and 

many more.  

 

• Includes model documents with drafting and practice tips                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 



WestlawNext – Practical Law 



WestlawNext-Practical Law 



WestlawNext – Practical Law 

https://a.next.westlaw.com/Document/I0f9fc044ef0811e28578f7ccc38dcbee/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv3%2Fsearch%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad604080000014561e8e575490fa3da%3FNav%3DKNOWHOW%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI0f9fc044ef0811e28578f7ccc38dcbee%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Default%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=dfe84455499fa68179fa26c8ae2e0de3&list=KNOWHOW&rank=8&grading=na&sessionScopeId=64bad1c55840ac5fdbcdf1bcd4cc5553&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=%28sc.Default%29


WestlawNext-Practical Law 



Lexis Advance 



Lexis Advance 



Lexis Advance – California Family Law 

Practice and Procedure (Matthew Bender) 



Bloomberg Law  



Bloomberg Law 

Bloomberg Law currently focuses on the following practice 
areas:  

• Antitrust 

• Banking & Finance 

• Bankruptcy 

• Corporate/M&A 

• Employee Benefits 

• Health 

• Intellectual Property 

• Labor & Employment 

• Securities 

• Tax 



Bloomberg Law – Practice Centers 



Bloomberg Law – Secondary Sources 



Bloomberg – BNA Manuals 



Bloomberg – BNA Portfolios 

Bloomberg BNA Portfolios are written 

by leading tax practitioners and provide 

topic-driven, in-depth guidance on how 

to handle specific scenarios. 

 

They often include important checklists, 

forms, regulatory filings, agreements, 

and other documents. 



Bloomberg – Search within Individual titles 



Bloomberg – Books & Treatises 

Materials from the Practising Law Institute (PLI) can be 
found in Bloomberg under the tab for Books & Treatises 



CEB OnLaw 

Available on the 

LRC Databases 

page  

 

1 free year available 

once you become a 

member of the CA 

bar. 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/alphabetical.php?letter=c
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/alphabetical.php?letter=c


CEB OnLaw 



CEB OnLaw – CA Estate Planning 



CEB OnLaw – Search by keyword or form 



Free and Low-Cost Legal Resources 

LRC Handout:  

 

Reasons you might need these:  

 

• Unrestricted access to everything ends when you graduate. 

 

• You are NOT allowed to use your Westlaw academic account 
for most paid summer positions. 

 

• Attorneys use free sites to supplement their WL/Lexis research. 
Clients don’t want to pay for “research” 

 

• Lexis/WL may not have what you need 

 

 

 



Research Questions? 

 

Contact the LRC 

Reference Librarians 

  

lrcref@sandiego.edu  

(619) 260-4612 

 

We can help! 

 

mailto:lrcref@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/lrc

