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Introduction

 Librarians are available to help with clinic 
research

 Resources you use in the clinic will differ 
from those used in LWR

 It is okay to start with Google, but do 
not end there



Research Training

 Resources
 LRC
 Clinic
 Government

 Gather background information on
individuals – clients & witnesses

 Conduct a litigation search to target
potential defendants



Resources



Available through LRC

 Civil practice materials
 Pre-trial procedure
 Trial procedure
 Appeals & writs
 Rules of court
 Formbooks & drafting tools
 Jury instructions
 Arbitration
 Client communications



www.courts.ca.
gov/rules.htm

http://www.courts.ca.gov/rules.htm


http://courts.ca.
gov/3027.htm

http://courts.ca.gov/3027.htm


www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm

http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm


www.courts.ca.gov/partners/juryinstructions.htm

http://www.courts.ca.gov/partners/juryinstructions.htm


Dockets

 Bloomberg Law
 Includes federal & state dockets
 Not all documents are available

 PACER
 Dockets from federal appellate, district &

bankruptcy courts
 Not all documents are free

 Court website
 Some online for fee; others in hard copy only

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start
http://www.pacer.gov/


https://www.sandiego.
edu/law/library/

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/










U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

 Veterans Benefits Administration

 Veterans Health Administration

 National Cemetery Administration

http://benefits.va.gov/benefits/
http://www.va.gov/health/
http://www.cem.va.gov/


https://www.uscourts.cavc.gov/

https://www.uscourts.cavc.gov/


Background on Individuals



Background on Individuals

Public Records

 Lexis Advance
 Search Systems

Social Media

 Facebook
 Instagram
 LinkedIn
 Twitter

http://advance.lexis.com/
http://publicrecords.searchsystems.net/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.instagram.com/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://twitter.com/?lang=en
















Social Media Background Check

Facebook

LinkedIn

Instagram

Twitter

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://www.instagram.com/
https://twitter.com/


Litigation Search



Dockets

 Bloomberg Law
 Includes federal & state dockets
 Free to USD law users

 PACER
 Dockets from federal appellate,

district & bankruptcy courts
 Small fee; see Clinics supervisor

 Court website

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start
http://www.pacer.gov/


www.bloomberglaw.com

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/


LEAVE BLANK













News & Alerts

 Google Alerts

 Lexis/Nexis News

 Bloomberg Law, LexisAdvance & 
WestlawNext

 Justia

 ABA Military Law blawg directory

http://www.google.com/alerts
http://0-www.lexisnexis.com.sally.sandiego.edu/hottopics/lnacademic/?
http://www.bloomberglaw.com/
http://advance.lexis.com/
http://lawschool.westlaw.com/
http://law.justia.com/subscriptions
http://www.abajournal.com/blawgs/topic/military+law


https://www.va.gov/OGC/
LegalServices.asp

https://www.va.gov/OGC/LegalServices.asp


Additional Resources

ABA Veterans Legal 
Services Initiative

SDCBA Military Law 
Section

http://www.americanbar.org/groups/committees/veterans_benefits.html
https://www.sdcba.org/index.cfm?pg=SMILITARYCommAbout


Additional Resources

OCBA Veterans & 
Military Committee

LACBA Veterans Legal 
Services Project

http://www.ocbar.org/SectionsCommittees/Committees/VeteransMilitary.aspx
https://www.lacba.org/give-back/veterans-legal-services-project


Questions?

 Michele Knapp
mknapp@sandiego.edu
619.260.4532

 LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
619.260.4612
www.sandiego.edu/law/
library/

mailto:mknapp@sandiego.edu
mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
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