
Research Assistants Training 

Subject Specific Research: 

An overview of our databases & 
other resources 



Types of Research We’ll Cover 

• Historical documents 

• Congressional / legislative history 

• Tax law research 

• Foreign & international law research 

• Intellectual property law  

• Clinical / practice-oriented materials 

• Company/market data 
 

 



General Tips on Subject-Specific Research 

1. Find a research guide to help you: 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/res
earch_guides.php  

http://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/  

2.                     [your subject] research guide 

3. My favorites:  

• Georgetown  

• Columbia / NYU for foreign/int’l 
 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/research_guides.php
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/research_guides.php
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/research_guides.php
http://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/
http://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/


HISTORICAL MATERIALS 



Historical Materials 

• Format 

•Full-text databases 

•Print 

•Microform 

•Free websites 

• Different locations for secondary vs. primary 
sources 

• Full-text search not always available 



Historical Research 

• HeinOnline 

• MoML 

• GoogleBooks http://books.google.com  

• Hathitrust http://www.hathitrust.org/ 

• Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov  

 

Subscription DBs 
(LRC website) 

http://books.google.com/
http://www.hathitrust.org/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/






















22,000 legal 
treatises on US 
and British law 
published from 
1800 through 
1926.  
 
Full-text 
searching on 
more than 10 
million pages. 



books.google.com 



www.hathitrust.org 



http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw  



CONGRESSIONAL MATERIALS 



Legislative History 

Research Guides 

 

Federal: 
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guid
es/GS01.pdf  

 

California: http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/ 
research_guides/GS03.pdf  

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS01.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS01.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS01.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS03.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS03.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS03.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS03.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS03.pdf


Congressional Research 

• ProQuest 

• Lexis 

• Westlaw  

• FDsys 

• Thomas 
 

Subscription DB 
(LRC website) 

Free 
Web 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/












Lexis 









Westlaw 





www.gpo.gov/fdsys  







http://thomas.loc.gov  



TAX LAW 



Tax Research 

LRC Research Guides - Tax  

  

• Federal Tax: Legislative History Sources 

• Federal Tax Research: Basic Sources 

• Tax Research: Online Resources for the USD 
Community  

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS12.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS12.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/lrc/research_guides/GS11.pdf
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/tax_research_communication_resource.php
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/tax_research_communication_resource.php


Tax Research 

BloombergLaw 

RIA Checkpoint 

CCH Intelliconnect 
Subscription 
DBs (LRC website) 

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/


www.bloomberglaw.com 













RIA Checkpoint 





Checkpoint - Personalized account 







CCH Intelliconnect 









FOREIGN & INTERNATIONAL 
LAW RESEARCH 



Research Guides 

USD guide: 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/academic_resources/stu
dent_materials/foreign_and_international_law/  

 

NYU guides: 
http://www.law.nyu.edu/library/research/researchguides/
index.htm 

 

Columbia guides: 

 http://www.law.columbia.edu/library/ 
Research_Guides#8187  

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/academic_resources/student_materials/foreign_and_international_law/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/academic_resources/student_materials/foreign_and_international_law/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/academic_resources/student_materials/foreign_and_international_law/
http://www.law.nyu.edu/library/research/researchguides/index.htm
http://www.law.nyu.edu/library/research/researchguides/index.htm
http://www.law.columbia.edu/library/Research_Guides
http://www.law.columbia.edu/library/Research_Guides
http://www.law.columbia.edu/library/Research_Guides
http://www.law.columbia.edu/library/Research_Guides


Databases 











Lexis - Foreign & int’l materials 



Westlaw – Foreign & int’l materials 







INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 













CLINICAL / PRACTICE- 
ORIENTED MATERIALS 



Clinic / Practice-oriented materials 

USD Guide: 

http://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/content.php?pid=280800  

 

CEB’s Onlaw 

Westlaw - Rutter Group 

Lexis - Matthew Bender  

• Points & Authorities and Pleading & Practices series 

Court websites: Jury instructions, court rules,  
forms 

http://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/content.php?pid=280800


CEB Onlaw 











COMPANY / MARKET DATA 







Copley’s databases 







Remember, we are here to help! 

LRC Reference Librarians 

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu 

(619) 260-4612 
 


