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Why Set up Alerts Now? 

Getting a job & building your career 

• Identify which firms handle clients, legal issues 
you’re interested in 

• Identify trends, emerging issues to start 
establishing your area of expertise 

• Impress prospective employers with your 
knowledge of cases they’re handling, current 
events in the practice area 

• Establish a habit of looking for emerging legal 
issues and strategic thinking 

 



Why Set up Alerts Now? 

School 

 Good fodder for seminar paper and journal note 
topics 

 Opportunity to practice your legal analysis on 
real world issues—helps solidify your 
understanding 
 

 

 

 



What Kind of Alerts? 

 When a new case has been filed 
 Involving a certain party, attorney/firm, jurisdiction, cause of 

action, etc. 

 When new documents have been filed in a case you’re 
following 

 New statutes and regulations affecting your practice 
area 

 Updated KeyCite/Shepard’s report 

 Legal and non-legal news and analysis about a certain 
industry, company, or person 

 New issue of a publication you follow 

 Newsletter highlighting hot topics in your practice area 



How do they work? 

 Generally… 
 

1. Log in to the service 

 set your search parameters or subscriptions and preferences 

2. Receive an email  

 at regular intervals 

 with a summary of items that fit your criteria, and  

 links to view the whole items 

 

 There may be other delivery options 

 RSS, portal, HTML/XML newsletter 

 



Where to Set up Alerts 



 





 



 



 



 



Search terms 



Preview results 

 



Delivery preferences 

 



Frequency & timing 

 



Results 

 



Publication tracking 

 



Keep in mind for later… 

 There are some additional tools available in Westlaw 
Classic.  

 Court Wire: 



Westlaw Classic’s Alert Center 

 



Agency Tracking 

 



 



Run your search, click on Alert icon 

 



 



 



 

Topic updates 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Create a 
personalized 
account 



 

www.google.com/alerts  

http://www.google.com/alerts


 

California Courts 



Justia 

 



 



 



A word about listservs & newsletters 

 Seem old-fashioned, but still used as a way of getting 
important information to practitioners 

 Make sure you sign up for those in your practice area 
+ general member/legal information 

 ABA, state bar, local bar 

 Talk to your colleagues about which are best, most 
important for your practice area and jurisdiction 



 



Law.com 

 



SSRN Legal Scholarship Network (LSN) 

 



 



Next Up in our Legal Tech Talk Series 

 

 Episode 7: Formatting Tips & Tricks for 
Academic Papers  
February 5, 2014 
LRC 113 
12:00pm–12:50pm 

 

 Episode 8: Formatting Tips & Tricks for 
Court Filings  
February 19, 2014 
LRC 113 
12:00pm–12:50pm 



Questions / Help ? 

 Jane Larrington 
jlarrington@sandiego.edu 
619.260.4766 

 

 LRC Reference Desk 
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu 
619.260.4612 
Chat: http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/  

mailto:jlarrington@sandiego.edu
mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

