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 What a pleading is & what is “pleading paper?”  

 Format: court rules to follow 

 Format: processing software 

 Templates in Pacer, BLAW, WL/PLC, CEB and Lexis 

 Example of a court document 

 

 

 



What is a “pleading”? 
CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE  § 420-422.40  
 
420. The pleadings are the formal allegations  
 The pleadings allowed in civil actions are complaints, 

demurrers, answers, and cross-complaints.  
 Every pleading shall contain a caption setting forth:  
1. The name of the court and county in which the action is 

brought.  
2. The title of the action.  
3. In the complaint, the title of the action shall include the names 

of all the parties; but, except as otherwise provided by statute 
or rule of the Judicial Council, in other pleadings it is 
sufficient to state the name of the first party on each side with 
an appropriate indication of other parties.  



What is “pleading paper”? 

CLUE: the CA Courts website:  

 

ANSWER: You will have to start with "pleading paper." 
Your word processing program may have a template for 
pleading paper.  

http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-forms.htm


Pleading Paper – no big mystery 



STATE - CA Rules of Court: Trial Court Rules 
 
Rule 2.105. Type style: 

 

The typeface must be essentially 
equivalent to Courier, Times New 
Roman, or Arial. 

 

 

Credits 

(Adopted, eff. Jan. 1, 2007.) 

Cal. Rules of Court, Rule 2.105, CA 
ST TR COURT Rule 2.105 

Current with amendments received 
through 1/1/2014 

  

 



FEDERAL - CA Southern District: Local Court Rules 
  

Civil Rule 5.1. Form; Paper; 
Legibility; Nature of Documents 
to Be Filed  

 



Creating Pleading paper in Word 



What’s WordPerfect? 

• Courts 
 

• Federal Government 
 

• State Government 



Creating 
Pleading 
paper in 
WordPerfect 



Google 
Drive 
Pleadings 
http://thedroidlawye
r.com/2014/02/new-
challenge-create-a-
california-pleading-
that-works-in-
google-drive/ 

 

• It’s not free 
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Work Smart - Templates 

CEB Onlaw Practical Law Company 

http://us.practicallaw.com/my-practical-law/my-favorites
http://0-onlaw.ceb.com.sally.sandiego.edu/OnLAW/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=OnLAW:CEB


Work Smart - Templates 
Lexis – Forms of Pleading & 
Practice 

Westlaw – Rutter Guides 

http://lawschool.westlaw.com/desktopdefault.aspx
https://advance.lexis.com/GoToExperienceBarPageResearch


BRIEF OF BOB KOHN  
AS  

AMICUS CURIAE 
 

United States of America v. 
Apple, Inc. et al,  

Docket No. 1:12-cv-02826 
(S.D.N.Y. Apr 11, 2012) –  

Bloomberg Law 

If it’s not a Pleading, what else is there? 

MOTION WORK: Captain Justice Responds to Governments Motion 

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/
http://lawhaha.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Captain-Justice-Reponds-to-Governments-Motion-to-Not-Be-Called-the-Government.pdf


E-Filing Federal - Pacer 

https://pacer.login.uscourts.gov/


E-Filing State 
 Began March 2013 



List of formatting resources 
MS Word Tips WordPerfect Tips 

 

 http://thecomplexlitigator.com/
post-data/2010/5/14/how-to-fix-
first-page-pleading-alignment-
problem-in-ms-word.html 

 http://compusavvy.wordpress.co
m/2009/08/08/aligning-text-
with-pleading-line-numbers-
word-all-recent-versions/ 

 san diego law library: 
http://sandiegolawlibrary.org/se
rvices/research-guides/  

 

 

 http://wptoolbox.com/tips/Pl
eading.html 

 http://legalofficeguru.com/co
nverting-wordperfect-docs-
to-word/ 

 http://paralegaltoday.com/iss
ue_archive/features/feature2
_mj05.htm 

 http://www.corel.com/trainin
g/pdfs/AbsoluteBeginnersGui
de_CH18_LegalTools.pdf 
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Next up in our Legal Tech series 
 Episode 9: Mind-Mapping 

Date TBD 
LRC 113 
12:00pm–12:50pm 
 

 Episode 10: Legal Billing Applications 
Date TBD 
LRC 113 
12:00pm–12:50pm 

 


