
LRC Research Training for LWR

California & Federal Civil 

Practice Research



What we will cover

• Court websites: court rules, forms, jury 
instructions, etc.

• Commercial practice guides, treatises, & 
form books



Court websites

• California Courts Website

• Judicial Council Forms

• California Rules of Court

• Jury instructions

• San Diego Superior Court Website

• Local Rules

• Local Forms

• Fee Schedules

http://www.courts.ca.gov/home.htm
http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/portal/page?_pageid=55,1&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL






























FINDING PRACTICE GUIDES 
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Pre-Trial

Civil Procedure Before Trial (Rutter Guide) (WL)

Cal. Civil Discovery (LEXIS)

Cal. Civil Procedure Before Trial (CEB’s OnLaw)

During Trial

Cal. Trial Practice: Civil Procedure During Trial (CEB’s Onlaw)

Civil Trials & Evidence (Rutter Guide) (WL)

Cal. Trial & Post-Trial Civil Procedure (LEXIS)

Post-Trial

Cal. Civil Appellate Practice (CEB’s OnLaw)

Enforcing Judgments & Debts (Rutter Guide) (WL)

Civil Appeals and Writs (Rutter Guide) (WL)

Practice Guides



Forms—where can you find them?

• Court websites: Judicial Council, local court forms

• California Forms of Pleading & Practice, Annotated
LRC Reserve Rm KFC 1010 A65 C15 or Lexis Advance

• California Points & Authorities
LRC Reserve Rm KFC 1010 B4 or Lexis Advance

• California Practice Guide: Civil Procedure Before Trial 
Forms (The Rutter Group)
Westlaw



























Practice Tip

Don’t forget to check to see if CEB (OnLaw) has 
an Action Guide that can help

• They can be found under “Civil Litigation” in the left 
column of the OnLaw screen

• Also keep an eye out for them when you are doing a full-
text search in OnLaw









FEDERAL CIVIL PRACTICE 
MATERIALS



Federal court websites

• U.S. Supreme Court

• Circuit Courts of Appeals

• 12 regional circuits + Court of Appeals for the Federal 

Circuit

• Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 

• Federal District Courts

• 94 judicial districts

• Court of International Trade & Court of Federal 

Claims 

http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/




















Finding court websiteswww.uscourts.gov

http://www.uscourts.gov/


Finding Practice Guides & Form Books



• Federal Civil Procedure Before Trial (Rutter Guide)
LRC Reserve Rm KF 8900 S38 or Westlaw 

• Federal Civil Trials & Evidence (Rutter Guide)
Westlaw

• Federal Appellate Procedure, 9th Circuit
LRC Reserve Room KF 9054 9th F43

• Moore’s Federal Practice
LRC Reading Room KF 8816 M823 or Lexis Advance

• Federal Practice and Procedure (Wright & Miller)
LRC Reading Room KF 8816 W74 or Westlaw

• West’s Federal Forms
LRC Reading Room KF 8836 W51 or Westlaw

• Federal Procedural Forms
LRC Reading Room KF 8836 F29 or Westlaw

• Bender’s Federal Practice Forms
LRC Reading Room KF 8816 B45 or Lexis Advance

Practice Guides















QUESTIONS? NEED HELP?

Contact a reference 

librarian

LRC Reference Desk

619.260.4612

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

LRCP 7

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

