
Research Assistants Training

Specific Types of Research:
An overview of our databases & 

other resources



Types of Research We’ll Cover

• Historical documents
• Smarter web searching
• Congressional / legislative history
• Administrative law
• Data & statistics 
• Company & market data



General Tips on Subject-Specific Research

1. Find a research guide to help you:

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-
resources/research-guides/index.php

http://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/

2. [your subject] research guide

3. My favorites: 
• Georgetown 
• Columbia / NYU for foreign/int’l

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-guides/index.php
http://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/


HISTORICAL MATERIALS



Historical Materials

• Format
•Full-text databases
•Print
•Microform
•Free websites

• Different locations for secondary vs. primary 
sources

• Full-text search not always available



Historical Research

HeinOnline

MoML

GoogleBooks http://books.google.com

Hathitrust http://www.hathitrust.org/

Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov

Yale’s Avalon Project http://avalon.law.yale.edu

Subscription DBs 
(LRC website)

http://books.google.com/
http://www.hathitrust.org/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library






























22,000 legal 
treatises on US 
and British law 
published from 
1800 through 
1926. 

Full-text 
searching on 
more than 10 
million pages.



books.google.com



www.hathitrust.org



http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw



http://avalon.law.yale.edu/



SMARTER WEB SEARCHING



Trick for searching a website

Google Advanced Search
http://www.google.com/

advanced_search

You can search a whole 
website or just portions 
of a website (e.g., 
sandiego.edu/law)

http://www.google.com/advanced_search


Trick for searching a website…

EPA’s search Google Advanced Search



Limiting domain type (e.g., .gov or .org)



Limiting file format (e.g., .pdf)



Finding old webpages

Internet 
Archive 
WayBack
Machine

https://
archive.org/
web/

https://archive.org/web/






Preserving webpages





https://web.archive.org/web/20140424183115/http://travel.
state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings.html





CONGRESSIONAL MATERIALS



Congressional Research

• ProQuest
• Westlaw 
• FDsys
• Congress.gov

Subscription DB 
(LRC website)

Free 
Web

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
















www.gpo.gov/fdsys 





ADMINISTRATIVE LAW



A note about administrative law…

• Legislature passes a law, giving the broad strokes and 
“enabling” a government agency to implement the law

• To implement the legislature’s intent, the agency typically 
will have to do 2 things:

1. Promulgate regulations that provide more detailed 
rules & establish oversight processes;

2. Enforce the law through those processes, including 
administrative hearings/adjudications

• These regulations & adjudications are generally 
referred to as “administrative law”

• Administrative law makes up a huge portion of 
“the law” 



Administrative law

Legislative

JudicialExecutive

Regulations = 
quasi-legislative

Hearings/
adjudications = 
quasi-judicial



Relevant documents & where to find them

• The “enabling” legislation instructing agency to promulgate 
regulations – session law (Congress.gov)

• Agency drafts & publishes proposed regulations in the Federal 
Register (Fed. Reg. or F.R.) (FDsys)

• Opportunity for public comment (regulations.gov)
• Agency drafts & publishes final regulations in the Federal 

Register (Fed. Reg. or F.R.) (FDsys)
• Codify the final regulations in the Code of Federal Regulations 

(C.F.R.)(FDsys)





https://www.usa.gov/federal-agencies/a

https://www.usa.gov/federal-agencies/a


Agency Decisions

• Many agencies are empowered to adjudicate 
disputes 

• How these are published, if they are 
published, and what legal effect they have 
varies widely from agency to agency

• Some agency decisions are precedential
• Begin research at the agency’s website

- http://www.usa.gov/directory/federal/

http://www.usa.gov/directory/federal/




http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/



http://www.legislature.ca.gov/



DATA & STATISTICS



Start here

Georgetown’s excellent research guide:

http://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/guides/
empiricallegalstudies.cfm

http://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/guides/empiricallegalstudies.cfm


Judicial and Court Statistics/Datasets

• Supreme Court Database

• The Judicial Research Initiative 

• U.S. Department of Justice: Bureau of Justice Statistics

• U.S. Courts Statistics & Reports

• Federal Judicial Center Library

• TRACfed

http://scdb.wustl.edu/
http://www.cas.sc.edu/poli/juri/
http://www.bjs.gov/
http://www.uscourts.gov/statistics-reports
http://www.fjc.gov/library/fjc_catalog.nsf
http://trac.syr.edu/


Census & other statistics collected by 
federal gov’t

• Government Statistical Agency Websites (portal to many 
agencies)

• U.S. Census Bureau
• FedStats
• Data.gov
• Tax Stats
• USASpending.gov

http://www.bls.gov/bls/other.htm
http://www.census.gov/
http://fedstats.sites.usa.gov/
http://www.data.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/taxstats/index.html
http://www.usaspending.gov/


COMPANY / MARKET DATA

























Copley’s databases







Remember, we are here to help!
LRC Reference Librarians

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
(619) 260-4612
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