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What we will cover

• Secondary Sources (find out what’s already been 
said about your topic)

• Finding items in the LRC’s collection & beyond

• Journal articles (Lexis, Westlaw, Google Scholar, etc.)

• Tax Management Portfolios

• Copley non-legal journal databases

• Primary law research

• Legislative materials (i.e., I.R.C)

• Regulatory materials (i.e., IRS/Treasury materials)

• Case law (i.e., Tax Court decisions)





Searching the catalogs

USD’s online catalog: find items located in the LRC and 
also in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to find not just 
materials in our print collection, but it also provides 
direct access to materials in our subscription databases, 
and it also links to websites! 

• You can link to USD’s online catalog off of the LRC’s 
webpage

http://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/HomePage,basicSearchDirectLinkComponent.sdirect?lang=eng&suite=cobalt


Searching the catalogs

Circuit Catalog: Because USD is a member of a 
library consortium called the Circuit, you can 
search the catalogs of and borrow materials from 
any of the member libraries which include 
SDSU, UCSD, Cal State San Marcos, & the San 
Diego County & City Libraries.  As you can 
imagine, this greatly increases the universe of 
materials that are accessible to you! 

Access: You can link to the Circuit from our 
catalog (click on the hyperlinked Circuit logo) or 
go to: http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/


Searching the catalogs

Interlibrary Loan (ILL): But that’s not all!  If 
you’re looking for an item and can’t find it at 
USD or the Circuit, then come ask a reference 
librarian if it can be interlibrary-loaned from a 
participating member of a worldwide network 
of libraries. 

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/


















FINDING JOURNAL 
ARTICLES



Finding Journal Articles

Google Scholar

•Avoid paywalls while googling by searching for 
the publication title in our catalog, or try searching 
for articles in Google Scholar

•Remember: subscription databases like Lexis, 
Westlaw, & Bloomberg must be searched 
individually because they don’t allow web-
crawling of their online space.





































In-depth analysis of 
over 500 tax topics

























Primary Law/Authority

• Statutory/Legislative Authority

• Internal Revenue Code, Constitution, tax treaties

• Administrative Authority

• Treasury Regs., Revenue Rulings, Revenue 
Procedures, Private Letter Rulings, & Technical 
Advice Memoranda

• Judicial Authority

• Court Cases



Administrative Authority

Regulations 

- “Proposed” -- await the hearing process; may be relied upon

- “Temporary” –not subject to public hearings; provide immediate    
guidance & must be followed until superseded

- “Final” – have the effect of law

- Note: Temporary & final regs are also called Treasury Decisions 
(TDs)

Where to find them: Federal Register (F.R.) & Internal Revenue 
Bulletin (I.R.B.); Bloomberg, CCH, RIA



Administrative Authority

Revenue Rulings

• an official interpretation by the IRS of the I.R.C., related statutes, 
tax treaties & tax regs. 

• IRS conclusion on how the law should apply to a specific set of 
facts.

Revenue Procedures

• An official I.R.S. statement on an IRS procedure or instruction

Available in Bloomberg, CCH, RIA



Administrative Guidance

Private Letter Rulings (PLRs)

• A written statement issued by the I.R.S. to a taxpayer that 
interprets /applies tax laws to that taxpayer’s specific set of facts

• Issued in response to a written request by a taxpayer & is 
binding on the I.R.S. 

• No precedential value for other taxpayers or IRS personnel

Technical Advice Memoranda (TAMs)

- Guidance from the Office of Chief Counsel upon request of an 
IRS director or appeals in response to a technical or procedural 
question that develops during a proceeding

Other IRS Guidance (Notices, Announcements) available on IRS 
website



Judicial Authority

U.S. Tax Court, U.S. Ct. of Fed. Claims, U.S. District & Appeals Courts 
all adjudicate disputes involving federal taxation

U.S. Tax Court Decisions

• Regular decisions: deal with new points of law & set precedents

• Officially published twice a year in U.S. Tax Court Reports

• Unofficially published in CCH, RIA, Bloomberg

• Memorandum Decisions: unpublished decisions involving well-
established legal issues

• Available in CCH, RIA, Bloomberg

• Small Case Division – Summary Opinions, no appeal 
(no precedential value, available after 2000 in RIA & CCH)































QUESTIONS?


