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Classic + Mod Items
Tis the season for Alumni Features!

ACADEMICS. I was a student at USD from 
1987-1991. I declared Communication in my soph-
omore year and loved it! The department was 
small--Dr. Williamson, Dr. Pace, and Dr. Linda Per-
ry were developing the curricula, with Dr. Huston 
coming aboard. They all inspired me to get an MA 
in Speech Communication from SDSU.  

DIPLOMA. Graduation was bittersweet. USD was 

more than just a place to go to school; it was the 

first place where I really felt like I belonged, 
surrounded by people who would challenge me to 
grow, and the only place where I could get free 
donuts :) 

COMMUNITY. Being an alum makes it easier 
to relate to students--and my oldest son is a fresh-
man! Although there has been significant change 
on campus, much is the same. Whenever I walk 
into Serra Hall, Camino/Founders, and Maher 
hall, and parts of the UC, I feel like I am ‘coming’ 
home because USD was my first home away from 
home :)

BUSINESS. I worked in the Office of Financial 
Aid as a Financial Aid Advisor and Counselor in 
1994-1998, then returned in 2011.  I now serve 
as the Student Employment Coordinator and as a 
Fiancial Aid Counselor.   It is wonderful working 
with a mix of students, families, and campus lead-
ers. Occasionally, I give a presentation in which I 
draw upon my communications skills, and I use 
them regularly meeting with students and fami-
lies. 

EMPLOYMENT. So I 
worked and traveled. 
But when One Stop 

posted a position for a 
counselor, I jumped at 
the chance and got my 
wish! One Stop is re-

sponsible for ensuring 
the students have all 
the support and guid-

ance they need while 
at USD to be success-

ful. Whether it is the 
inevitable last-minute 
registration emer-

gency or small and 
large questions, the 
doors are always open 
(during office hours!) 
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FUTURE. The most valuable lesson I learned in COMM is honing my critical 
awareness , cultural, and interpersonal skills. The ability to decode and 
read subtle cues, as well as anticipate and clearly articulate a thought-

ful response, is applicable to any job.  So, question everything around you, 
expose yourself to different cultures and ideas, and to never stop asking 
for extra credit (no harm right?) :)
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CLASS OF ‘91
TRENT SAIGETCLASS OF ‘16

Hong Kong 2016, i miss you.
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Dr. Stern’s tlc inspire 

class played card games 

with her children!

Dr. Mercado and her students cele-

brated Dia de los Muertos and set up 

a traditional ofrenda.

over the summer, senior James Doug-

las, (English and Communication), in-

terned for inewsource. he was tasked 

with intern investigating

 Gompers Prepatory Academy.

Give it a go!
Click on a faculty video montage produced

by Professor Lew’s Advanced Journalism students. 
N ew  P ro ducts

Read the story here.

Dr. Keeling participated 
in a roundtable discussion 
on “Everyday Rhetoric” 
during the NCA 2017. Her 
latest publication with Dr. 

Prairie (EOS) is out now! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ShYGblu3PzQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NAOTXFsPvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdX-_9v-zdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zV4A4OlBkvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZraNMlZVcjo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9r5yTwA_BW8
https://inewsource.org/grade-inflation-gompers-preparatory-academy/


Volume 7 | Issue 3 The COMMunity Buzz | 6 Volume 7 | Issue 3 The COMMunity Buzz | 7

B lo ckbuster  S pecia ls

Chung circa 1987 Xi’an China.

Winter is here, and we’re cozying up with our favorite faculty!
Picture show and tell with-

Professor Kristin 
Scialabba-Bartholomae

Here I am with my cousins. Can you guess which 

person is Professor Scialabba?  Hint: Look at-

the one showing off the rock hard abs!

Spirit Animal? lioness! I am fiercely 
protective of my family, such as  my 

brother.

my First Communion:  St. An-

thony’s parish in New York.

Kristin Scialabba started teach-

ing in 2008 as an adjunct pro-

fessor. This was a huge change 

from her former job as a CNN 

researcher :). 

She <3’s teaching and is not on 

any form of social media!  If she 

had to pick, she’d get an 

instagram account

In 2016, Kristin was 

promoted as the asso-

ciate director for the 

center for education-

al excellence (CEE). 

Random facts:

1. matilda is her fave 

ciildrens book

2. Fave singer is Carla 

Brunei

3. never can have  

enough Sicilian olives!
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Stern wants to take more road trips.

Pace wants to get some of 

his backlogged research 

out.

S ea so na l I tems
Pierson will be chilling with his mom and kids.

N Y E 
Keeling will 
be in Tokyo 
c e l e b r a t i n g 
her brother’s 

bd.

Lew will be a Lyft driver for 
her kids.

Canepa looks 

forward to the an-

nual homeade can-

noli party.

S u l l i v a n 

will  get back into  
shape.

Plans for winter break? New Years Resolutions?

Bowman 

will get 

a dog by 

May.

James will 

spend time ex-

ploring An-

z a - B o r r e g o 

State Park on 

2 wheels.

Mercado is visiting her mom

in Guadalajara, Mexico.
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ΛΠΗ
Congratulations 

Fall 2017 
Initiates!

Gracie Brumsickle
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Melinda Sevilla

Emily Patterson
Bentley Porterfield

Shannon McAvoy

Lilyana Espinoza

Josephine Dato
Monica Cooper

Kendall Cichanowicz

Abigail Waters

Tayler Reviere 
Verninas

Edith Velasco

Tiffany Zhang
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