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What we will cover

I. Tools for picking a paper topic

II. Conducting a thorough literature review

III.Note-taking tools and avoiding 
plagiarism

IV.Citation style



3

I. Tools for Picking a 
Paper Topic
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Tools for Picking a Paper Topic
• News

• Google News, LexisNexis, Factiva

• Legal blogs (“blawgs”)
• Assess your sources (consider bias and whether 

the blog is well-sourced, attributed to an author, 
and current)

• Journals and Law Reviews 
• Check to make sure your topic has not already 

been covered
• Look for ideas on how to frame your topic
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aldf.org

http://aldf.org/
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http://www.animallaw.com/
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naiaonline.org

http://naiaonline.org/
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https://www.humanesociety.org/all-our-fights
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LRC’s Paper Writing LibGuide
Paper Writing for Seminar Classes and Student 
Comments 

• https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-
seminars-and-student-comments

Topics include: 
• Topic Selection
• Preemption Checking
• Research & Note Taking
• Writing & Citation
• Plagiarism
• SafeAssign
• Getting Published

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-seminars-and-student-comments
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II. Literature Review: 
Books, Journal Articles, and Research Guides
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Books: Searching the USD Catalog
USD’s online catalog finds items located in the 
LRC and also in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to 
find not just materials in our print collection, 
but it also provides direct access to materials 
in our subscription databases, and it also links 
to websites

• You can search USD’s online catalog from 
LRC’s homepage.

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
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www.sandiego.edu/law/library
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San Diego Circuit
Circuit Catalog:   
• USD is a member of a library consortium, the 

Circuit
• Circuit includes SDSU, UCSD & the San 

Diego County & City Libraries. 
• You may borrow books via the Circuit, 

delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.

Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog 
through the LRC Catalog (click on the hyperlinked 
Circuit logo) or go to: http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/
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Interlibrary Loan
• If you can’t find an item at USD or 

through the Circuit, we may be able to 
get it through interlibrary-loaned from 
another library

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come 
ask a reference librarian 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-
resources/ill/index.php 

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php
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Submit an ILL request
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Journal Articles
• Published Articles 

• Lexis
• Westlaw
• HeinOnline
• Google Scholar
• Copley Databases

• Unpublished or forthcoming
• SSRN
• Bepress
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www.sandiego.edu/law/library

HeinOnline

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome
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HeinOnline

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome
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HeinOnline: Animal Studies

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?collection=animal&set_as_cursor=clear
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HeinOnline: Animal Studies

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?collection=animal&set_as_cursor=clear
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Google Scholar

https://scholar.google.com/
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http://www.sandiego.edu/library/
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SSRN

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
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Bepress

https://law.bepress.com/


31



32

Research Guides for Animal Law 

• http://library.lclark.edu/law/animal-law
• http://guides.library.harvard.edu/animallaw
• http://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?g=27

3353&p=1824602
• http://libguides.law.ucla.edu/animallaw
• http://libguides.law.gonzaga.edu/animal

http://library.lclark.edu/law/animal-law
http://guides.library.harvard.edu/animallaw
http://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?g=273353&p=1824602
http://libguides.law.ucla.edu/animallaw
http://libguides.law.gonzaga.edu/animal
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ChatGPT is not good at research!
• Generative AI tools use large language 

models (LLMs) to simulate conversations.
• LLMs are trained on the internet but are not 

a search engine by themselves.
• LLMs predict what each word of a response 

should be based on training.
o Hallucinations
o Training limited in time
o Inherent bias from training sources
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III. Note-taking Tools & 
Avoiding Plagiarism
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Why good note-taking is 
important
• Bolster your argument
• Avoid inadvertent 

plagiarism
• Save yourself time and 

trouble when creating 
citations
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Begin with proper note-taking
• The first step in avoiding plagiarism and giving proper 

documentation is to cultivate good note-taking habits. 

• There’s no one right way to do it. Pick a method that works 
for you and be consistent.

• There’s an app for that. Actually, there are MANY apps for 
that. Four popular options:

PowerNotes
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Proper Attribution
• Double-check your work against each 

source to make sure you have not 
accidentally plagiarized something.

• Save copies of source material (journal 
articles, books, online sources) until you 
have finished writing your paper or until 
you’ve received a final grade on the 
paper. 
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Paraphrasing 
• Paraphrasing is restating the meaning of a segment of text 

either by expanding and clarifying, or by summarizing the main 
points.

• However, it's not enough to simply change a few words 
around, or replace words with synonyms. 

• Instead, you must rewrite the material using your own
words.

• Always indicate whose ideas you are paraphrasing by 
providing a footnote reference (including a page reference)

• Finally, check your paraphrase against the source for 
accuracy, and modify phrases that match the original too 
closely. 
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Bad Paraphrasing
Original Source: 
“America today has veered too 
far in the direction of formal 
testing without adequate 
consideration of the costs and 
limitations of an exclusive 
emphasis on that approach.” 

HOWARD GARDNER, MULTIPLE
INTELLIGENCES: THE THEORY IN
PRACTICE 179 (1993).

Paraphrase Version 1: 
America has now gone too 
far toward formal testing, 
without realizing the costs 
and limitations of exclusively 
emphasizing that approach.1

1HOWARD GARDNER, MULTIPLE
INTELLIGENCES: THE THEORY
IN PRACTICE 179 (1993).
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Better Paraphrasing
Original Source: 
“America today has 
veered too far in the 
direction of formal testing
without adequate 
consideration of the costs 
and limitations of an 
exclusive emphasis on 
that approach.” 

HOWARD GARDNER, 
MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: 
THE THEORY IN PRACTICE
179 (1993).

Paraphrase Version 1: In 
the United States, the 
education system places too 
much emphasis on formal 
testing, overlooking the 
limitations and expenses 
imposed when that 
assessment strategy is 
employed exclusively.1

1HOWARD GARDNER, MULTIPLE
INTELLIGENCES: THE THEORY
IN PRACTICE 179 (1993).
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SafeAssign
• SafeAssign is an area in Blackboard where students can submit 

drafts of papers to check for possible instances of plagiarism 
before they submit final drafts to their course instructors.  

• SafeAssign is FREE to USD students.

• Papers submitted through SafeAssign will not be saved in 
Turnitin’s database and will not be distributed to instructors.  

• For more instructions, see the SafeAssign section of our Paper 
Writing for Seminars and Student Comments research guide.

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/c.php?g=1027389&p=7443973
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-seminars-and-student-comments
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How to use SafeAssign at the LRC
1. Email mabernathy@sandiego.edu to be added to the Legal 

Research Center Organization

1. When you are ready to submit your paper, login to Blackboard at 
https://ole.sandiego.edu/ultra/organizations and click on the Legal 
Research Center under the Organizations tab

1. Click on Organization Content

1. Click on View Assignment

1. Upload your document

1. Wait for an Originality Report

mailto:mabernathy@sandiego.edu
https://ole.sandiego.edu/ultra/organizations
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Originality Report
SafeAssign compares 
submitted drafts to its 
database of scholarly 
research (journal articles, 
student papers, and other 
internet sources) and 
returns a Originality 
Report detailing the 
percentage of text in the 
submitted paper that 
matches existing sources.

The report shows the 
suspected sources for 
each section of the 
submitted paper that 
returns a match. 

SafeAssign does not automatically detect plagiarism. It is up to the 
student to interpret the meaning of the Similarity Report.  

For help understanding your Originality Report, please click here.

https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Administrator/Originality_Report
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IV. Citation Style
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Citation
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Law Journals

Laura Mehalko, Note, This is Gun Country: 
The International Implications of U.S. Gun 
Control Policy, 35 B.C. INT’L & COMP. L. REV.
297, 302 (2012).

Journals and Law Reviews
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Consecutively paginated journal:

• Linda Grant De Pauw, Women In Combat: The 
Revolutionary War Experience, 7 ARMED FORCES & SOC’Y
209 (1981).

Nonconsecutively paginated journal:

• Jeffrey Goldberg, The Case For More Guns (And More 
Gun Control), ATLANTIC MONTHLY, Dec. 2012, at 68.
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Newspapers
Print:
• Elisabeth Bumiller & Thom Shanker, Equality at the Front 

Line: Pentagon is Set to Lift Ban on Women in Combat 
Roles, N.Y. TIMES, Jan. 24, 2013, at A1.

Electronic:
• Elisabeth Bumiller & Thom Shanker, Pentagon is Set to Lift 

Combat Ban for Women, N.Y. TIMES (Jan. 23, 2013), 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/24/us/pentagon-says-
it-is-lifting-ban-on-women-in-
combat.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0.

Newspapers
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Newspapers
Entire Book:
• CARRIE B. DOUGLASS, BULLS, BULLFIGHTING, AND SPANISH

IDENTITIES 137 (1999).

Work in Collection:
• Paul Waldau, Second Wave Animal Law and the Arrival of 

Animal Studies, in ANIMAL LAW AND WELFARE: INTERNATIONAL
PERSPECTIVES 11, 15-20 (Deborah Cao & Steven White, eds., 
2016).

Books
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LRC Reference Desk

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: (619) 260-4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Other videos in this series are available on 
the LWR Research Trainings page of the 
LRC’s website.

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/lwr-trainings.php

	Animal Law Research
	What we will cover
	I. Tools for Picking a Paper Topic�
	Tools for Picking a Paper Topic
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	LRC’s Paper Writing LibGuide
	II. Literature Review: �Books, Journal Articles, and Research Guides
	Books: Searching the USD Catalog
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	San Diego Circuit
	Interlibrary Loan
	Submit an ILL request
	Journal Articles
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	www.sandiego.edu/law/library
	HeinOnline
	HeinOnline: Animal Studies
	HeinOnline: Animal Studies
	Google Scholar
	http://www.sandiego.edu/library/
	SSRN
	Slide Number 29
	Bepress
	Slide Number 31
	Research Guides for Animal Law 
	ChatGPT is not good at research!
	III. Note-taking Tools & Avoiding Plagiarism
	Why good note-taking is important
	Begin with proper note-taking
	Proper Attribution
	Paraphrasing 
	Bad Paraphrasing
	Better Paraphrasing
	SafeAssign
	How to use SafeAssign at the LRC
	Originality Report
	IV. Citation Style
	Citation
	Law Journals
	Slide Number 47
	Newspapers
	Newspapers
	LRC Reference Desk

