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What we will cover

I. Tools for picking a paper topic

II. Conducting a thorough literature 
review

III. Note-taking tools and avoiding 
plagiarism
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I. Tools for Picking a 
Paper Topic
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Tools for Picking a Paper Topic
• News

• Google News, LexisNexis, Factiva

• Legal blogs (“blawgs”)
• Assess your sources (consider bias and whether 

the blog is well-sourced, attributed to an author, 
and current)

• Journals and Law Reviews 
• Check to make sure your topic has not already 

been covered
• Look for ideas on how to frame your topic
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News

•news.google.com 

•Lexis & Factiva
have thorough 
news archives

https://news.google.com/
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/65d9c06f-1c6e-4377-acda-92c685d4d6f7/?context=1530671
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://global.factiva.com/en/sess/login.asp?xsid=S003XNa5DEs5DEmNTUnODQsN9byMHmnRsIuMcNG1pRRQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQQAA
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Legal News Sources
• Law360

o Practice areas: Intellectual Property
and Life Sciences

• Lexis+ Legal News

• Westlaw Today

• Bloomberg Law News

https://www.law360.com/
https://www.law360.com/ip
https://www.law360.com/lifesciences
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1c4969fb-7b75-446f-87db-c1a51d713668/?context=1530671
https://today.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/WestlawToday?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/
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Bloomberg Law
• Topic finding tools from Bloomberg 

Law
o Circuit Splits Chart
o Supreme Court Today Tracker
o United States Law Week

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/page/law_reviews_and_journals
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LRC’s Paper Writing Research Guide
Paper Writing for Seminar Classes and Student 
Comments 

• https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-
seminars-and-student-comments

Topics include: 
• Topic Selection
• Preemption Checking
• Research & Note Taking
• Writing & Citation
• Plagiarism
• SafeAssign
• Getting Published

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-seminars-and-student-comments
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Literature Review: 
Books, Journal Articles, and Research Guides
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Books: Searching the USD Catalog
USD’s online catalog finds items located in the 
LRC and also in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to 
find not just materials in our print collection, 
but it also provides direct access to materials 
in our subscription databases, and it also links 
to websites

• You can search USD’s online catalog from 
LRC’s homepage.

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
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www.sandiego.edu/law/library
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San Diego Circuit
Circuit Catalog:   
• USD is a member of a library consortium, the 

Circuit
• Circuit includes SDSU, UCSD & the San 

Diego County & City Libraries. 
• You may borrow books via the Circuit, 

delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.

Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog 
through the LRC Catalog (click on the hyperlinked 
Circuit logo) or go to: http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/
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Interlibrary Loan
• If you can’t find an item at USD or 

through the Circuit, we may be able to 
get it through interlibrary-loaned from 
another library

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come 
ask a reference librarian 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-
resources/ill/index.php 

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php
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Submit an ILL request
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Journal Articles
• Published Articles 

• Lexis
• Westlaw
• HeinOnline
• Google Scholar
• Copley Databases

• Unpublished or forthcoming
• SSRN
• Bepress
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Journal Databases & Indexes
• Westlaw: Journals & Law Reviews (JLR) & Lexis-Nexis:  

Law Reviews & Journals  (Lawrev)

• Hein-Online is a database that contains digital (PDF) 
images of law reviews from U.S. law schools. Access 
through the our Legal Research Databases page.

• Google Scholar: Click on Settings and add USD to your 
library links to access all of our subscription databases

• Copley databases - many multidisciplinary journal 
databases

https://www.westlaw.com/SharedLink/d1304548470646aabf29c21d8e23cecb?VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1e00208f-e9e6-441d-911d-009a0358e4bf/?context=1530671
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php
https://scholar.google.com/
https://libguides.sandiego.edu/az.php
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SSRN

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
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Bepress

https://law.bepress.com/
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ChatGPT is not good at research!
• Generative AI tools use large language models 

(LLMs) to simulate conversations.
• LLMs are trained on the internet but are not a 

search engine by themselves.
• LLMs predict what each word of a response 

should be based on training.
o Hallucinations
o Training limited in time
o Inherent bias from training sources

• LRC Guide to ChatGPT & other Generative 
AI Tools

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI
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If you’re going to use ChatGPT…
• Only use it for tasks it’s good at!

o Catching typos and grammar errors
▪ But not for Bluebooking

o Modifying tone
o Brainstorming
o Summarizing specific, discrete pieces 

of text
• Disclose what tool you used and what you 

used it for.
• Ask ahead of time if you’re not sure 

whether you should or not.
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III. Note-taking Tools & 
Avoiding Plagiarism
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Why good note-taking is 
important
• Bolster your argument
• Avoid inadvertent 

plagiarism
• Save yourself time and 

trouble when creating 
citations
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Begin with proper note-taking
• The first step in avoiding plagiarism and giving proper 

documentation is to cultivate good note-taking habits. 

• There’s no one right way to do it. Pick a method that works 
for you and be consistent.

• There’s an app for that. Actually, there are MANY apps for 
that. Four popular options:

PowerNotes
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Proper Attribution
• Double-check your work against each 

source to make sure you have not 
accidentally plagiarized something.

• Save copies of source material (journal 
articles, books, online sources) until you 
have finished writing your paper or until 
you’ve received a final grade on the 
paper. 
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SafeAssign
• SafeAssign is an area in Blackboard where students can 

submit drafts of papers to check for possible instances of 
plagiarism before they submit final drafts to their course 
instructors.  

• SafeAssign is FREE to USD students.

• Papers submitted through SafeAssign will not be saved in 
Turnitin’s database and will not be distributed to instructors. 

• For more instructions, see the SafeAssign section of our Paper 
Writing for Seminars and Student Comments research guide.

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/c.php?g=1027389&p=7443973
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-seminars-and-student-comments
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How to use SafeAssign at the LRC
1. Email mabernathy@sandiego.edu to be added to the 

Legal Research Center Organization
2. When you are ready to submit your paper, login to 

Blackboard at https://ole.sandiego.edu/ultra/organizations
and click on the Legal Research Center under the 
Organizations tab

3. Click on Organization Content
4. Click on View Assignment
5. Upload your document
6. Wait for an Originality Report

https://ole.sandiego.edu/ultra/organizations
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Originality Report
SafeAssign compares 
submitted drafts to its 
database of scholarly 
research (journal articles, 
student papers, and other 
internet sources) and 
returns a Originality 
Report detailing the 
percentage of text in the 
submitted paper that 
matches existing sources.

The report shows the 
suspected sources for 
each section of the 
submitted paper that 
returns a match. 

SafeAssign does not automatically detect plagiarism. It is up to the 
student to interpret the meaning of the Similarity Report.  

For help understanding your Originality Report, please click here.

https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Administrator/Originality_Report
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LRC Reference Desk

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: (619) 260-4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Other videos in this series are available on 
the LWR Research Trainings page of the 
LRC’s website.

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/lwr-trainings.php
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