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What we will cover

• Conducting a thorough literature review

• Evaluating sources

• Books & articles

• Law and other disciplines

• USD and other libraries

• Researching proposals for reparations

• Policy research

• Legislative history research—e.g., A.B. 3121 

• Fact-finding

• Note-taking tools and techniques

• Bluebook style for academic law papers



http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library


LITERATURE REVIEW



Literature Review

• A survey of books, scholarly articles, and any other 
sources relevant to a particular issue, area of research, 
or theory

• Helps you formulate your thesis and locate your 
arguments within the larger field of study



Evaluating Sources

• Evaluate sources for:

• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed

• Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias

• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable

• Scope – relevance to your topic and argument

• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know the current 
state of thinking (even if it’s rooted in older writings)



BOOKS



Searching the catalogs

USD’s online catalog finds items located in the LRC and also 
in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to find not just 
materials in our print collection, but it also provides direct 
access to materials in our subscription databases, and it also 
links to websites

• You can search USD’s online catalog from LRC’s homepage

http://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/HomePage,basicSearchDirectLinkComponent.sdirect?lang=eng&suite=cobalt








Books from Other Libraries: 

SD Circuit and ILL

Circuit Catalog:
• USD is a member of a library consortium, the Circuit
• Circuit includes SDSU, UCSD & the San Diego County & City 

Libraries. http://circuit.sdsu.edu
• You may borrow books via the Circuit, delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.
• Great resource and expands the universe of materials available for 

your research!

Interlibrary Loan (ILL):
• If you can’t find an item at USD or through the Circuit, we may be 

able to get it through interlibrary loan from another library
• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come ask a reference librarian
• Submit request at http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-

resources/ill/index.php

• Can take a few weeks – get requests in early!

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php


https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/reparations

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/reparations


LAW ARTICLES











Forthcoming articles

 SSRN
 Bepress - Digital Commons

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
https://lawreviewcommons.com/






Search strategies

• Use multiple search techniques 

• Keyword (natural language & Boolean)

• Subject

• Browse

• Build from the sources you’ve already found

• Look at the footnotes! Sources cited by relevant books and 
articles may also be relevant to your research

• Use a citator (Shepard’s or KeyCite) to find sources that have 
cited to law articles you have found

• Ask a librarian!



NON-LAW ACADEMIC 

ARTICLES



Google Scholar

scholar.google.com

scholar.google.com




Academic Search Premier

• Multidisciplinary database, more than 4,600 
journals dating back to 1975



News

• Google News
• news.google.com
• Can set up daily or weekly emails at 

alerts.google.com

• Lexis News

• Quickly search major U.S. and world 
newspapers, blogs, news services

• Set up email alerts











LEGISLATIVE HISTORY



Legislative History

• California legislature website

• Committee and task force websites

• News coverage

• Not finding what you need? Ask a reference librarian!



https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/




https://www.ushmm.org/genocide-prevention/simon-skjodt-center

https://www.ushmm.org/genocide-prevention/simon-skjodt-center






Questions?



NOTE-TAKING TOOLS & 

TECHNIQUES



Why good note-taking is important

• Bolster your argument

• Avoid inadvertent plagiarism

• Save yourself time and trouble when creating citations



What to look for

• Reference manager 

• Citation support

• Organization and annotation of PDFs and other digital 
content

• A tool that fits your research style

• You do not have to use an app—can create your own 
system using folders



A few useful tools



Note-taking tips

If you cut & paste text from 
another source to look at 
later, immediately mark it 
as copied text & include 
citation info



Summarizing & paraphrasing

• Try to do it without looking 
at the source material

• Not enough to change a 
few words around, or 
substitute synonyms 

• You have to rewrite the 
material using your own 
words



Citing the best source

• Don’t rely on Source A to tell you what Source B says –
go back to the original

• Don’t cite Scholar A to tell your reader what Scholar B argued

• Don’t cite a book or an article to tell your reader  what a case 
held

• Don’t cite a case to tell you what the statute says



Research log

• Keep a log of where you’ve searched and what search
terms you used (not just what you found)

• This will save you time later



Bluebook style for academic law 

articles

Follow the white pages in the Bluebook.

Book

William A. Darity, Jr. & A. Kirsten Mullen, FROM HERE TO EQUALITY: 
REPARATIONS FOR BLACK AMERICANS IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

152 (2020).

Article

Brooke Simone, Municipal Reparations: Considerations and 
Constitutionality, 120 MICH. L. REV. 345, 352 (2021).

Statute

CAL. GOV’T CODE § 8301.1(b)(3)(B) (West 2022).



Contact us

Reference librarians:

- M–Th   9am–6pm 

- F 9am–5pm

- Su noon–4pm

Email: 

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat: www.sandiego.edu/law/library

Call: (619) 260-4612 

Liz Parker (619)260-4600 x 2555 

eparker-10@sandiego.edu

Slides available at: https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-

trainings/upper-division.php

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
mailto:jlarrington@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/upper-division.php

