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LEGISLATION



More detailed chart

https://www.asccc.org/sites/default/files/lifecycle_of_a_bill.pdf


Terminology – Who’s bill?

• Author: the legislator who introduces a bill
• Coauthor: a legislator who, with the 

agreement of a bill’s author, adds their name 
to that bill, usually to indicate support

• Principal Coauthor: a legislator singled out to 
share credit as a coauthor below the author

• Sponsor: the legislator, private individual, or 
group who developed a piece of legislation 
and advocates its passage

California Legislative Information: Glossary of Terms

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/glossaryTemplate.xhtml


Terminology – Committee Actions

• Do pass: affirmative recommendation of a bill; moves the bill 
to the Floor or next committee without amendment

• Do pass as amended: affirmative recommendation of a bill; 
moves the bill to the Floor or next committee, providing the 
language of the bill is changed as specified

• Held in committee: a bill that does not get the necessary votes 
(majority) to be passed out of committee 
o Held under submission: committee action where there is 

an indication that the author and committee members 
want to work on/discuss the bill further

o Held without recommendation: committee action where 
there is no indication the committee wants the bill to 
progress and there is no motion for the bill to progress



Terminology – After Passage

• Enrolled: occurs when a bill is passed by both 
Houses and is sent to the governor for 
signature or veto

• Chaptered: occurs after the governor signs a 
bill when it is assigned a chapter in the 
Statutes and Amendments to the Code, 
California’s session laws



leginfo.legislature.ca.gov

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/












Example: 08/07/20- Senate Business, Professions And Economic Development

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bWdUPffodjwfody8BnxUOmWh2eclnavi/view?usp=sharing
























Legislative History Materials on 
Lexis and Westlaw

• Lexis: California Legislative Bill History
• Lexis: CA State Voting Records
• Westlaw: California Legislative History

o Bill Analysis & Other Reports
o Committee Analyses
o Legislative Journals

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/abbc44ee-230a-494c-8b9e-09ee7cf1750f/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/330c49b4-6ff6-43d4-b1d4-0934e6e84a48/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/LegislativeHistory/CaliforniaLegislativeHistory?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/LegislativeHistory/CaliforniaLegislativeHistory/CaliforniaLegislativeHistoryBillAnalysisOtherReports?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/LegislativeHistory/CaliforniaLegislativeHistory/CaliforniaLegislativeHistoryCaliforniaCommitteeAnalyses?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/LegislativeHistory/CaliforniaLegislativeHistory/CaliforniaLegislativeHistoryJournals?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0












LITIGATION



California Courts

• Superior Courts
o 58 courts, one in each county

• Courts of Appeal
o 3 member panels
o 6 districts divided geographically

• Supreme Court
o Chief Justice and 6 Associate Justices
o Regular sessions in San Francisco, Los 

Angeles, and Sacramento
o Review of the Courts of Appeal is 

discretionary (writ of certiorari must 
be granted)
 Typically only granted to speak to public 

policy issues or to resolve conflicts between 
the Courts of Appeal



PDF of chart

https://elialaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/civil-litigation-timeline.pdf


FINDING CASES & DOCKETS 
USING DATABASES



bloomberglaw.com

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/












advance.lexis.com/courtlinkhome

https://advance.lexis.com/courtlinkhome
















https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Dockets/CaliforniaStateFederalDockets/Californ
iaStateDockets?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Dockets/CaliforniaStateFederalDockets/CaliforniaStateDockets?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0














FINDING CASES & DOCKETS 
ON PUBLIC SITES



https://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/

https://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/


















courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm

https://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm


sfsuperiorcourt.org

http://www.sfsuperiorcourt.org/


















San Diego County Superior Court:
Register of Actions

This isn’t a scam!

https://roa.sdcourt.ca.gov/roa/












lacourt.org

https://www.lacourt.org/








lacourt.org/tentativeRulingNet/ui/main.aspx?casetype=civil

http://www.lacourt.org/tentativeRulingNet/ui/main.aspx?casetype=civil


Can’t find a docket?

• Search for news articles; they may include the 
docket number or link to important 
documents

• Call the clerk of the court
• Ask a librarian!



Contact us

Hours:

- Mon–Thur: 9am–6pm 

- Fri: 9am–5pm

- Sun: noon–4pm

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Phone: (619) 260-4612

In-person

Zoom by request

Julianne Odin
(619) 260-4600 x2875
jodin@sandiego.edu

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
mailto:jodin@sandiego.edu
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