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California Courts

• Superior Courts
o 58 courts, one in each county

• Courts of Appeal
o 3 member panels
o 6 districts divided geographically

• Supreme Court
o Chief Justice and 6 Associate Justices
o Regular sessions in San Francisco, Los 

Angeles, and Sacramento
o Review of the Courts of Appeal is 

discretionary (writ of certiorari must 
be granted)
 Typically only granted to speak to public 

policy issues or to resolve conflicts between 
the Courts of Appeal



PDF of chart

https://elialaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/civil-litigation-timeline.pdf


FINDING CASES & DOCKETS 
USING DATABASES



bloomberglaw.com

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/












advance.lexis.com/courtlinkhome

https://advance.lexis.com/courtlinkhome
















https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Dockets/CaliforniaStateFederalDockets/Californ
iaStateDockets?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Dockets/CaliforniaStateFederalDockets/CaliforniaStateDockets?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0














FINDING CASES & DOCKETS 
ON PUBLIC SITES



appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/index.cfm

https://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/index.cfm


















courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm

https://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm


sfsuperiorcourt.org

http://www.sfsuperiorcourt.org/


















San Diego County Superior Court:
Register of Actions

This isn’t a scam!

https://roa.sdcourt.ca.gov/roa/












services.saccourt.ca.gov/PublicCaseAccess

https://services.saccourt.ca.gov/PublicCaseAccess/








lacourt.org

https://www.lacourt.org/








lacourt.org/tentativeRulingNet/ui/main.aspx?casetype=civil

http://www.lacourt.org/tentativeRulingNet/ui/main.aspx?casetype=civil


eportal.alameda.courts.ca.gov/?q=node/387

https://eportal.alameda.courts.ca.gov/?q=node/387








Can’t find a docket?

• Search for news articles; they may include the 
docket number or link to important 
documents

• Call the clerk of the court
• Ask a librarian!



EXERCISES



Exercise 1

Take about 10 minutes to find the docket for case number 
CGC-20-584278 from San Francisco County Superior Court. 
Then determine the following information:

1. When was the latest amended cross complaint filed and 
why did it need to be corrected?

2. Who are the attorneys representing the defendant/cross-
complainant?

3. Has the case been set for trial and if so, on what date?
Be prepared to describe how you found the docket and the 
answers to the questions.

(Hint: some databases may not want the case number to contain 
punctuation.)



Exercise 2

The Third District Court of Appeal certified for 
partial publication its September 23, 2021, 
opinion in the Department of Water Resources 
Cases. Take about 5 minutes to find a publicly 
accessible link to the slip opinion.

Be prepared to describe how you found the slip 
opinion.



Exercise 3

This year, the California Department of Fair 
Employment and Housing filed a suit against a video 
game developer headquartered in the state alleging the 
developer has engaged in employment discrimination 
against women and allowed ongoing sexual 
harassment against female employees.
Take about 10 minutes to find the docket for this case 
and a publicly accessible link to the original complaint. 
Be prepared to describe how you found the both.
(Hint: a publicly available document is not blocked by a 
paywall but doesn’t need to be made available from the 
original source.) *

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/daily-labor-report/activision-blizzard-sued-by-california-over-frat-boy-culture


Contact us

Hours:

- Mon–Thur: 9am–6pm 

- Fri: 9am–5pm

- Sun: noon–4pm

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Phone: (619) 260-4612

In-person

Zoom by request

Julianne Odin
(619) 260-4600 x2875
jodin@sandiego.edu

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
mailto:jodin@sandiego.edu
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