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California Courts
• Superior Courts

o 58 courts, one in each county

• Courts of Appeal

o 3 member panels

o 6 districts divided geographically

• Supreme Court

o Chief Justice and 6 Associate Justices

o Regular sessions in San Francisco, Los 

Angeles, and Sacramento

o Review of the Courts of Appeal is 

discretionary (writ of certiorari must be 

granted)

▪ Typically only granted to speak to 

public policy issues or to resolve 

conflicts between the Courts of Appeal
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California Civil Litigation Timeline

PDF of chart

https://elialaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/civil-litigation-timeline.pdf
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Finding Cases & Dockets

Using Databases
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Bloomberg Law
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Bloomberg Law Docket Search
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Bloomberg Law Docket Search cont.



8

Bloomberg Law Docket Search Results
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Bloomberg Law Example Docket
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Bloomberg Law Example Docket Tracker
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CourtLink

advance.lexis.com/courtlinkhome 

https://advance.lexis.com/courtlinkhome
https://advance.lexis.com/courtlinkhome
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CourtLink cont.
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CourtLink Search Results
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CourtLink Example Docket part 1
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CourtLink Example Docket part 2
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CourtLink Example Docket part 3
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CourtLink Example Docket part 4
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Westlaw Dockets
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Westlaw California State Dockets

California State Dockets in Westlaw

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Dockets/CaliforniaStateFederalDockets/CaliforniaStateDockets?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
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Westlaw Los Angeles County Dockets
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Westlaw Los Angeles County Dockets 
Search
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Westlaw Example Docket part 1
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Westlaw Example Docket part 2
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Westlaw Example Docket part 3
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Westlaw Example Docket part 4
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Finding Cases & Dockets

on Public Sites
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Judicial Branch of California: Appellate 
Courts Case Information

appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/index.cfm

https://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/index.cfm
https://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/index.cfm
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Judicial Branch Case Search
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Judicial Branch Case Search Results
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Judicial Branch Example Docket part 1
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Judicial Branch Example Docket part 2
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Judicial Branch Example Docket part 3
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Judicial Branch Example Docket part 4
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Judicial Branch Example Docket part 5
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Judicial Branch Case Tracking
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Judicial Branch: Published/Citable 
Opinions

courts.ca.gov/opinions 

https://courts.ca.gov/opinions
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San Francisco County Superior Court

sfsuperiorcourt.org

http://www.sfsuperiorcourt.org/
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San Francisco Superior Court Case 
Calendar & Query
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San Francisco Superior Court Civil Case 
Information Search



40

San Francisco Superior Court Civil Case 
Information Search Results
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San Francisco Superior Court Civil Case 
Information Search Results cont.
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San Francisco Example Docket part 1
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San Francisco Example Docket part 2
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San Francisco Example Docket part 3
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San Francisco Example Docket part 4
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San Francisco Example Docket part 5
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San Diego Superior Court Online Services

sdcourt.ca.gov/sdcourt/onlineservices

https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/sdcourt/onlineservices
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San Diego Case Number Search
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San Diego Participant Name Search
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San Diego Participant Name Search 
Results
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San Diego Example Docket part 1
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San Diego Example Docket part 2
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Los Angeles County Superior Court

lacourt.ca.gov

https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/
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Los Angeles Access a Case
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Los Angeles Case Number Search
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Los Angeles Docket Example part 1
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Los Angeles Docket Example part 2
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Los Angeles Docket Example part 3
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Los Angeles Tentative Rulings

lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-

tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil 

https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
https://www.lacourt.ca.gov/pages/lp/access-a-case/tp/online-services-tentative-rulings/cp/os-tentative-rulings-civil
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Alameda County Superior Court Public 
Portal

eportal.alameda.courts.ca.gov – free account required 

https://eportal.alameda.courts.ca.gov/
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Alameda County Superior Court Searches
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Alameda County Superior Court Case 
Number Search
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Alameda Docket Example part 1
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Alameda Docket Example part 2
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Can’t find a docket?

• Search for news articles; they may include 

the docket number or link to important 

documents

• Call the clerk of the court

• Ask a librarian!
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Contact

LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu  

619.260.4612

Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library 

Book an appointment: law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments

In-person

Mon: 9am-6pm

Tues – Fri: 9am-5pm

Julianne Odin
jodin@sandiego.edu

619.202.3574

Book an appointment: law-sandiego.libcal.com/

appointments/jodin

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments
mailto:jodin@sandiego.edu
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments/jodin
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments/jodin
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments/jodin
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments/jodin
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments/jodin
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