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Slides available on the LRC’s 
website:

sandiego.edu/law/library/
research-trainings/clinics.php

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php
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General Library Information
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6libguides.sandiego.edu/az.php

https://libguides.sandiego.edu/az.php


7lawlibguides.sandiego.edu

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/
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Finding and Tracking News
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Reliable sources
Evaluate sources for:

• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed.

• Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias.

• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable.

• Scope – relevant to your topic and argument.

• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know 
the current state of thinking in your field (even if it’s 
rooted in older writings).
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Searching for News in Legal Databases

• Lexis, Westlaw, and Bloomberg all have 
searchable news categories.
o Ability to create alerts based on a search.

• Lexis & Westlaw include general news sources 
like newspapers.
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Law 360 (Lexis) & Westlaw Today

• Even more specific sources of legal news.
• Allow filtering by (more) practice areas.
• No alerts.
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25law360.com

https://www.law360.com/
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Google News & Alerts

news.google.com alerts.google.com

https://news.google.com/
https://alerts.google.com/
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Non-Law News Databases

More databases available through Copley including:

• Factiva

• US Major Dailies

https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://global.factiva.com/en/sess/login.asp?xsid=S003XNa5DEs5DEmNTUnODQsN9byMHmnRsIuMcNG1pRRQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQQAA
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.proquest.com/usmajordailies?accountid=14742
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Researching 
Rulemaking in California



34

Office of Administrative Law (OAL)
• Makes sure other agencies follow Administrative 

Procedures Act (APA).
o Cal. Gov’t Code §11340 et seq. (LX; WL)

• Emergency Regulations Currently Under Review
• Underground Regulation Determinations 

o List of determinations and contact info for obtaining.
• Disapproval Decisions

o List of decisions and contact info for obtaining if no PDF.
• California Regulatory Notice Register Online (since 2018)

o Weekly publication of notices of proposed action
o 2002-2017 can be found through the Internet Archive; 

see a librarian for assistance finding earlier issues.

https://oal.ca.gov/
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/526554f4-5579-4643-a17d-139515f310c8/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/N23B058708E5A11D882FF83A3182D7B4A/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://oal.ca.gov/emergency_regulations/emergency_regulations_under_review/
https://oal.ca.gov/publications/underground_regulation_determinations/
https://oal.ca.gov/publications/disapproval_decisions/
https://oal.ca.gov/california_regulatory_notice_online/
https://web.archive.org/web/20171218212437/https:/oal.ca.gov/california_regulatory_notice_online/
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California Regulatory Notice Register 
(Z Register)

Includes:
• Notice of a proposed regulation, detailed background 

information about the regulation and its anticipated 
impact, and contact information for submitting 
comments.
o Does not necessarily include the full text of the 

regulation but will explain where and how to obtain 
the full text (usually on the agency’s website).

• Rulemaking calendar.
• Responses to public comments and public petitions for 

rulemaking.
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California Regulatory Law Bulletin

• The Bulletin is a supplement to the Notice 
Register. 

o Published by Barclays, private publisher that 
took over publication of California regulations 
in 1990. 

o Primarily provides excerpts from the Notice 
Register.

• 1995 – present on Lexis

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/a20ed50a-58df-4abc-ba60-843562182465/?context=1530671
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California Code of Regulations
• Once the rulemaking process is complete, the 

new or amended regulations will be incorporated 
into the California Code of Regulations (CCR).

• The CCR is divided into titles by topic, then into 
divisions by agency.

• Available on:
o Lexis
o Westlaw
o Bloomberg

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/04fe1991-aa42-4352-9490-1c86d21a7792/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/CaliforniaRegulations?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/browser/105.102447
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Historical California Regulations

• Westlaw: California Historical Regulations 
(2002-present)

• Lexis: archived code sections (varies, 2002 
or later)

• Older regulations are harder to find online, 
talk to a librarian about print and microform 
options.

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/HistoricalRegulations/CaliforniaHistoricalRegulations?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Category)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/HistoricalRegulations/CaliforniaHistoricalRegulations?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Category)
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California Regulatory History Materials

• Agency website
o Internet Archive Wayback Machine
o Archive of the California Government 

Domain, CA.gov

https://archive.org/web/
https://archive-it.org/collections/5763
https://archive-it.org/collections/5763


45web.archive.org 

https://web.archive.org/
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California Regulatory History & 
Pending California Regulations
• CA State Net Regulatory Text (2000-) (LX)
o Text of proposed and adopted California regulations and excerpts 

of notices from the Notice Register.
• CA State Regulation Tracking (1990-) (LX)
o Lists of actions taken in the process of proposing or amending 

regulations.
• California Proposed & Adopted Regulations - All (2006-) (WL)
o Text of proposed and adopted California regulations and excerpts 

of notices from the Notice Register.
• California Regulation Tracking (2006-) (WL)
o Lists of actions taken in the process of proposing or amending 

regulations.
• California Rulemaking (2010-) (Bloomberg)
o Text of proposed and adopted California regulations and excerpts 

of notices from the Notice Register.

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/021eee47-e060-47dd-ba2a-76070434c481/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/984d87c7-b804-496a-883d-94453b3e1914/?context=1530671
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/ProposedAdoptedRegulationsCurrent/ProposedAdoptedRegulationsAll/CaliforniaProposedAdoptedRegulationsAll?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/Regulations/RegulationTracking/CaliforniaRegulationTracking?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/search/results/6d8efc14eadc71534bc1be4e5cb16ef3
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Other Resources

• USD Guide: California Administrative 
Regulations Research

• UCLA Guide: California Administrative Law
• Witkin California Procedure on Administrative 

Proceedings (LX; WL)
• CalJur on Administrative Law (LX; WL)

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/c.php?g=967740
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/c.php?g=967740
https://libguides.law.ucla.edu/caladminlaw
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/2d81d44a-b146-4ccb-80a1-b8dd8cddab6d/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/CaliforniaTextsTreatises/WitkinsCaliforniaMaterials/WitkinCaliforniaProcedure?guid=I01c2642050f311e58b02a7147f8c422b&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/4a729f7b-5a2b-4f6f-aa01-ed5a9ce3e3fc/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/CaliforniaTextsTreatises/CaliforniaJurisprudence?guid=I60cf3fb09d2711d8a7788c0db9039b5e&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0


50

LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu  

619.260.4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library 
Zoom appointments by request

In-person
Mon – Thur: 9am-6pm

Fri: 9am-5pm
Sun: 12pm-4pm

Julianne Odin
jodin@sandiego.edu

619.202.3574

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
mailto:jodin@sandiego.edu
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