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Citators for Cases
Legal Research Center Video Series
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Using Citators for Cases
Today we’ll cover: 

1. Using Shepard’s (Lexis) and KeyCite (Westlaw) to 
determine validity of a point of law in a case.

2. Using Shepard’s and KeyCite to research additional 
cases. 
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1. Determine Validity
Determine: Is this case still good law for the point of 
law I am citing it for?

‒ Direct Appellate History (Same Case, Same 
Parties) 

-Ask: What happened to this case after it 
was decided?

‒ Negative Citing Cases (may also be called 
Negative Treatment) (Different Cases/Parties, 
Same Legal Issue) 

-Ask: Has another court said this case was 
wrong on this point of law?
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KeyCite
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Shepard’s
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Example: 
•
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2. Research Additional Cases
You can and should use citators to help you research 
your legal issue. Look in the citing references for:

‒ Other cases that cite your case positively or 
neutrally

‒ Secondary sources that cite your case
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Shepard’s
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Example: 
•



11

KeyCite



12



13

Using Citators Efficiently
In practice, focus on prioritizing your time with citators 
efficiently. 

‒ Start your citator work with the red-flagged or red 
stop sign cases on your list

‒ Focus on cases in your controlling jurisdiction
‒ Pay attention to the treatment marked as “most 

negative”
‒ Headnote and “depth of treatment” filters can help 

you find the cases that are most relevant to your 
research 
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Using Shepard’s Efficiently
In practice, focus on prioritizing your time with citators 
efficiently.

‒Start your citator work with the red stop sign cases on 
your list
‒Focus on cases in your controlling jurisdiction
‒Pay attention to the most negative treatment. In 
Shepard’s you can find this in the preview pane by 
clicking “why?” after the Shepard’s signal
‒Headnote and Discussion filters in Shepard’s can help 
you find the cases that are most relevant to your 
research
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LRC Reference Desk

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: (619) 260-4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Other videos in this series are available on 
the LWR Research Trainings page of the 
LRC’s website.

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/lwr-trainings.php
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