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Using Citators for Cases

Today we'll cover:

1. Using Shepard’s (Lexis) and KeyCite (Westlaw) to
determine validity of a point of law in a case.
2. Using Shepard’s and KeyCite to research additional

Cases.
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1. Determine Validity

Determine: Is this case still good law for the point of
law | am citing it for?

— Direct Appellate History (Same Case, Same
Parties)

-Ask: What happened to this case after it
was decided?

— Negative Citing Cases (may also be called
Negative Treatment) (Different Cases/Parties,
Same Legal Issue)

-Ask: Has another court said this case was
wrong on this point of law?

4 % University o San Diegor




KeyCite

A University ¢ San Diego*




THOMSON REUTERS : : P B e . 5
WESTLAW ADVANTACE PARKERLIZ  History  Folders  Mylinks  Notifications ® M - ignout

. . . Parallel Search >
All content Enter terms, citations, databases, questions, anything ... All State & Federal i d
vanced >

[ Kesner v. Superior Court [ |V Related documents |

Supreme Court of California. « December1,2016 « 1Cal.5th 1132 « 384 P.3d 283 . 210 Cal.Rptr.3d 283 « SeeAll Citations « (Approx. 46 pages)

Document Filings (38) Negative Treatment (14) History (13) Citing References (2,678) ~ | Cited With (5,834) More Like This Table of Authorities  Powereaby KeyCife I-:: FuIIscreen"|

= (Rrege ool - 18 - [ ][co - |[mm][+ -]

Fﬁj Declined to Follow by Quiroz v. ALCOA Inc., Ariz., May 11, 2018

Q)
| — 1Cal.5th 1132 o
Supreme Court of California. =
West Headnotes | MNotes
Cecelia KESNER, Petitioner, =
Attorneys and Law Firms V. | Outlines
E—— The SUPERIOR COURT of Alameda County, Respondent; o
Pneumo Abex, LLC, Real Party in Interest. el
Al Cmins Cecelia Kesner, Plaintiff and Appellant, a2

V.
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BNSF Railway Company, Defendant and Respondent.
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Synopsis

Background: Relatives of employee's deceased wife brought wrongful death and premises liability action against first
employer based on wife's exposure to asbestos fibers from employee's clothing. The Superior Court, Los Angeles County,

No. BC435551, Richard E. Rico, J., sustained demurrer without leave to amend. Wife's relatives appealed, and the Court
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2. Research Additional Cases

You can and should use citators to help you research
your legal issue. Look in the citing references for:

— Other cases that cite your case positively or
neutrally
— Secondary sources that cite your case
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Using Citators Efficiently

In practice, focus on prioritizing your time with citators
efficiently.

— Start your citator work with the red-flagged or red
stop sign cases on your list

— Focus on cases in your controlling jurisdiction

— Pay attention to the treatment marked as "most
negative”

— Headnote and “depth of treatment” filters can help
you find the cases that are most relevant to your
research
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Wrap Up

— Learning to use citators is a very important legal
research skill for attorneys

— Not a yes or no answer, requires judgment and skill

— You will have many opportunities to practice
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LRC Reference Desk

Email: Ircrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: (619) 260-4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Other videos in this series are available on
the LWR Research Trainings page of the
LRC’s website.

#l+3 University o San Diego*


mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/lwr-trainings.php

	Citators for Cases
	Using Citators for Cases
	1. Determine Validity
	KeyCite
	Slide Number 5
	Shepard’s
	Example: 
	2. Research Additional Cases
	Shepard’s
	Example: 
	KeyCite
	 
	Using Citators Efficiently
	Using Shepard’s Efficiently
	LRC Reference Desk

