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What we will cover

• Picking a paper topic

• Literature review

• Evaluating sources

• Books & articles

• Law and other disciplines

• USD and other libraries

• Web tools 

• Internet Archive or WayBack Machine

• Perma.cc

https://archive.org/


PICKING A PAPER TOPIC



News

Google News

(news.google.com) 

Lexis News

Factiva

https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/bb806336-4866-46f4-9b3a-e7eba7b9b075/?context=1000516
https://global-factiva-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/sb/default.aspx?lnep=hp


Centers, Research Institutes & 

Agency Websites

• Columbia Law - Sabin Center

• Berkeley Law & UCLA Law –
Legal Planet

• Archived EPA Climate 
Change web pages

• GlobalChange.gov

• NOAA’s Climate.gov

• NASA’s Global Climate 
Change

• Nat’l Conf. of State Legis. 
(NCSL)– Climate Change

• http://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/energy-
legislation-tracking-database.aspx

• Climate Central

• Center for Climate and 
Energy Solutions (C2ES)

• Climate Law and 
Governance Initiative

• Climate Reality Project

• Environmental Defense Fund 
(EDF) – Climate 

• Environmental Law Inst. 
(ELI)

• EcoLex

• U.N. Climate Change

http://columbiaclimatelaw.com/
http://legal-planet.org/
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climatechange_.html
https://www.globalchange.gov/
https://www.climate.gov/
https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/climate-and-energy.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/energy-legislation-tracking-database.aspx
http://www.climatecentral.org/
https://www.c2es.org/
http://www.climatelawgovernance.org/about/
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/
https://www.edf.org/climate
https://www.eli.org/
https://www.ecolex.org/
https://unfccc.int/


Reliable sources

• Evaluate sources for:

• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed

• Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias

• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable

• Scope – relevant to your topic and argument

• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know the 

current state of thinking in your field (even if it’s rooted in older 

writings)



Subscription databases

Resources are organized by practice area (e.g. Energy & 
Environmental Law)

• Bloomberg Law (also includes federal dockets from PACER)      

• Westlaw

• Lexis

• Wolters Kluwer Cheetah

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start
https://lawschool.westlaw.com/
https://signin.lexisnexis.com/lnaccess/app/signin/aci/ls
https://www.wkcheetah.com/


























LITERATURE REVIEW



Literature Review

• A survey of books, scholarly articles, and any other 
sources relevant to a particular issue, area of 
research, or theory

• Helps you formulate your thesis and locate your 
arguments within the larger field of study



Reliable sources

• Evaluate sources for:

• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed

• Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias

• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable

• Scope – relevant to your topic and argument

• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know the 

current state of thinking in your field (even if it’s rooted in older 

writings)



BOOKS



www.sandiego.edu/law/library

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/


Searching the catalogs

USD’s online catalog finds items located in the LRC and also 
in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to find not just 
materials in our print collection, but it also provides direct 
access to materials in our subscription databases, and it also 
links to websites! 

• You can search USD’s online catalog from LRC’s homepage

http://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/HomePage,basicSearchDirectLinkComponent.sdirect?lang=eng&suite=cobalt




Searching the catalogs

Circuit Catalog:

• USD is a member of a library consortium, the Circuit

• borrow materials from SDSU, UCSD, & the San Diego 
County & City Libraries. 

• greatly increases the universe of materials that are 
accessible to you! 

• delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.—pickup at Circulation desk

Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog through Sally 
(click on the hyperlinked Circuit logo) or go to: 
http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/
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Searching the catalogs

Interlibrary Loan (ILL):

• If you can’t find an item at USD or through the Circuit, 
we may be able to get it through interlibrary loan 
(loaned to us from another library)

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come ask a reference 
librarian 

• Delivered to LRC anywhere from 3 days to 3 weeks—
make your request early!

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/




LAW REVIEW ARTICLES



Law articles

 Lexis

 Westlaw

 Google Scholar

Unpublished or forthcoming

 SSRN

 Bepress











https://scholar.google.com





http://papers.ssrn.com

http://papers.ssrn.com/






http://network.bepress.com/law



Search strategies

• Build from the sources you’ve already found

• look at footnotes to find other sources

• use a citator (Shepard’s or KeyCite) to find sources 
that have cited to sources you’ve already found

• Use multiple search techniques 

• keyword (natural language & Boolean)

• subject

• browse







Highly cited 1985 article by Ackerman



Recent articles citing Ackerman



ARTICLES FROM OTHER 

DISCIPLINES



http://www.sandiego.edu/library/





Some databases

Academic Search Premier

Energy, Science and 
Technology Information 
Resources

Fish, Fisheries & Aquatic 
Biodiversity Worldwide

GreenFile

JSTOR

Nature

Sage Premier Journals

Science

ScienceDirect

SpringerLink Journals

Waters & Oceans 
Worldwide

Web of Science (index only)

Wiley Interscience Journals







Contact us

Drop by the desk:

-M–Th 9am–6pm 

-F 9am–5pm

-Su noon–4pm

Email: 

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat: 
www.sandiego.edu/law/library

Call: (619) 260-4612 

Liz Parker (619)260-4600 x 2555

eparker-10@sandiego.edu

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
mailto:jlarrington@sandiego.edu

