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What we will cover

I. Conducting a thorough literature review

II. Climate and Energy Resources

III.Generative AI

IV.Turnitin Draft Coach
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LRC’s Paper Writing LibGuide
Paper Writing for Seminar Classes and Student 
Comments 

• https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing

Topics include: 
• Topic Selection
• Preemption Checking
• Research & Note Taking
• Writing & Citation
• Plagiarism
• Turnitin
• Getting Published

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing
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I. Literature Review: 
Books and Journal Articles
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Books: Searching the USD Catalog
USD’s online catalog finds items located in the 
LRC and also in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to 
find not just materials in our print collection, 
but it also provides direct access to materials 
in our subscription databases, and it also links 
to websites

• You can search USD’s online catalog from 
LRC’s homepage.

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
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www.sandiego.edu/law/library
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San Diego Circuit
Circuit Catalog:   
• USD is a member of a library consortium, the 

Circuit
• Circuit includes SDSU, UCSD & the San 

Diego County & City Libraries. 
• You may borrow books via the Circuit, 

delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.

Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog 
through the LRC Catalog (click on the hyperlinked 
Circuit logo) or go to: http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/
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Interlibrary Loan

• If you can’t find an item at USD or 
through the Circuit, we may be able to 
get it through interlibrary-loaned from 
another library

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come 
ask a reference librarian 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-
resources/ill/index.php 

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php
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Submit an ILL request

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/library-resources/ill-circuit.php
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Journal Articles
• Published Articles 

• Lexis
• Westlaw
• HeinOnline
• Google Scholar
• Copley Databases

• Unpublished or forthcoming
• SSRN
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https://1.next.westlaw.com/Search/Results.html?query=climate%20change%20and%20the%20right%20to%20a%20healthy%20environment&isPremiumAdvanceSearch=False&jurisdiction=ALLCASES&saveJuris=False&contentType=ANALYTICAL&querySubmissionGuid=i0a9393e300000199e361d0074035e95a&startIndex=1&categoryPageUrl=Home%2FSecondarySources%2FSecondarySourcesLibrary&searchId=i0a9393e300000199e361d0074035e95a&kmSearchIdRequested=False&simpleSearch=False&isAdvancedSearchTemplatePage=False&skipSpellCheck=False&libraryResultGuid=ef7a9af001164a299ab5b058f1089211&isTrDiscoverSearch=False&thesaurusSearch=False&thesaurusTermsApplied=False&ancillaryChargesAccepted=False&proviewEligible=False&eventingTypeOfSearch=FRM&trailingSpace=False&citationSortable=False&useNonBillableZoneClientId=False&isFindByTemplateSearch=False&transitionType=Search&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
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HeinOnline

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome
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Google Scholar

https://scholar.google.com/
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http://www.sandiego.edu/library/
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SSRN

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
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II. Climate and Energy 
starting points
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Centers, Research Institutes & 
Agency Websites

• Columbia Law - Sabin Center
• Berkeley Law & UCLA Law –

Legal Planet
• EPA Climate Change Website
• NOAA’s Climate.gov
• NASA’s Global Climate 

Change
• EcoLex
• U.N. Climate Change

• Climate Central
• Center for Climate and 

Energy Solutions (C2ES)
• Climate Law and 

Governance Initiative
• Climate Reality Project
• Environmental Defense Fund 

(EDF) – Climate 
• Environmental Law Inst. 

(ELI)

https://climate.law.columbia.edu/
https://climate.law.columbia.edu/
https://climate.law.columbia.edu/
https://climate.law.columbia.edu/
http://legal-planet.org/
http://legal-planet.org/
http://legal-planet.org/
http://legal-planet.org/
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change
https://www.climate.gov/
https://www.climate.gov/
https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/
https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/
https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/
https://www.ecolex.org/
https://www.ecolex.org/
https://unfccc.int/
https://unfccc.int/
http://www.climatecentral.org/
http://www.climatecentral.org/
https://www.c2es.org/
https://www.c2es.org/
https://www.c2es.org/
http://www.climatelawgovernance.org/about/
http://www.climatelawgovernance.org/about/
http://www.climatelawgovernance.org/about/
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/
https://www.edf.org/climate
https://www.edf.org/climate
https://www.edf.org/climate
https://www.edf.org/climate
https://www.edf.org/climate
https://www.eli.org/
https://www.eli.org/
https://www.eli.org/
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Reliable sources
• Evaluate sources for:

• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed
• Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias
• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable
• Scope – relevant to your topic and argument
• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know the 

current state of thinking in your field (even if it’s rooted in older 
writings)
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Subscription databases
Resources are organized by news or 
practice area (e.g. Energy or 
Environmental Law)

• Westlaw
• Lexis
• Bloomberg Law

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/EnergyEnvironment?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/EnergyEnvironment?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/e5ed4b80-d817-4dd5-b6e0-0d53071f9704/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/e5ed4b80-d817-4dd5-b6e0-0d53071f9704/?context=1530671
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/environment-and-energy
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/environment-and-energy
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https://plus.lexis.com/zhome/?crid=1a616fd0-300b-458f-986a-8e72eeec40ba
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LRC Databases
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III. Generative AI
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Gen AI Tools at USD Law 
• ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini
• Lexis Protégé
• Westlaw
‒ CoCounsel Core
‒ AI-Assisted Research
‒ Search & Summarize tools
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What is Gen AI “research”?
● For the purposes of this presentation we’ve broken 

down “research” into three main tasks: 
○ Generating lists of secondary sources like journal 

articles, books, and news sources. 
○ Generating lists primary sources like statutes and 

case law. 
○ Analyzing material either by summarizing, 

paraphrasing, or synthesizing. 
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Secondary Sources
● Claude and ChatGPT  have been trained on a diverse 

range of internet text that includes some secondary 
sources.

● Lexis and Westlaw are trained on a very limited amount 
of secondary sources.

● ChatGPT Deep Research and Gemini Deep Research 
are not trained on data. Rather they use foundational 
models to browse the internet.  Thus, they will have 
access to some freely available secondary sources.  
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Secondary Sources

[journal articles] Give me a list of the top 10 
most cited or most influential law review articles 
regarding the effect of nuclear energy on climate 
change.

[publicly accessible data] Find me all matters 
Kara Hurst, Chief Sustainability Officer at 
Amazon, has testified or spoken about related to 
climate change.
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Primary sources 
● Lexis and Westlaw are both trained on U.S. primary 

sources

● Claude and ChatGPT have been trained on case law 
and statutes but plenty of other material in addition 
which make them prone to hallucinations.

● ChatGPT Deep Research and Gemini Deep Research 
again are not trained on data. But they do have access 
to freely available caselaw (e.g FindLaw) and statutory 
law via Federal and State legislature websites. 
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Primary sources
● [cases] Find me the top three most important 

cases in any time period regarding the 
doctrine of hot pursuit under the fourth 
amendment

● [cases] Find me recent U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions, from the last five years, that pertain 
to Fourth Amendment protections against 
unreasonable searches and seizures.
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Upload & Analyze
● Lexis - 50 vaults, 500 documents per vault
● Westlaw - individual databases (variable max), 200 

documents per database 
● NotebookLM - 100 notebooks, 50 sources per 

notebook: 
● ChatGPT Deep Research (Using GPT Plus) -

allows individual projects of 20 documents each
● Gemini Deep Research (Using Gemini Pro) - 10 

documents per prompt
● Claude - allows 20 files in a single chat.
● ChatGPT - allows a maximum of 3 files per day
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Upload & Analyze
● [Prompt]: Compare the ideas presented in these articles. 

Identify the main talking points for each article and list 
them in bullet points. Identify the strongest and weakest 
arguments that the use of gene editing will positively or 
negatively impact biodiversity. Highlight any detailed 
discussion of the Coordinated Framework for 
Biotechnology. 



38

IV. Turnitin Draft Coach
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Turnitin Draft Coach
• Turnitin Draft Coach is an extension in Google Docs where 

students can submit drafts of papers to check for possible 
instances of plagiarism before they submit final drafts to their 
course instructors.  

• Turnitin Draft Coach is FREE to USD students.

• Papers submitted through Draft Coach will not be saved in 
Turnitin’s database and will not be distributed to instructors.  

• For more instructions, see the Turnitin section of our Paper 
Writing for Seminars and Student Comments research guide.

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing#s-lg-page-section-10499999
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing#s-lg-page-section-10499999
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How to use Draft Coach
1. Open your document in Google Docs. Please 

note that even if you have your original work 
saved as a Word document, you can upload it to 
Google Drive, and save as a Google Doc

2. Select Extensions, Turnitin Draft Coach, and then 
Turnitin Draft Coach again from the top menu bar.

3. The Draft Coach panel will appear on the right-
hand side.

4. Once selected, you are able to choose from a 
Similarity Check, Citation Check, Grammar Guide, 
or full report.
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Draft Coach- Similarity Check
• Turnitin compares submitted drafts to its database of 

scholarly research (journal articles, student papers, and 
other internet sources) and returns a Similarity Check that 
highlights a percentage of matching text. 

• Turnitin does not automatically detect plagiarism. It is up to 
the student to interpret the meaning of the Similarity 
Check.  

• For help understanding your Similarity Check, please click 
here.

https://guides.turnitin.com/hc/en-us/articles/21993823262989-Adding-Draft-Coach-to-a-Google-Doc#01HGZ9VKFZSF94DA5E56BP0QM4
https://guides.turnitin.com/hc/en-us/articles/21993823262989-Adding-Draft-Coach-to-a-Google-Doc#01HGZ9VKFZSF94DA5E56BP0QM4
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LRC Reference Desk

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: (619) 260-4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Other videos in this series are available on 
the LWR Research Trainings page of the 
LRC’s website.

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/lwr-trainings.php
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