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Today’s class will cover:

• How to find high-quality contract templates and other 

drafting guidance in legal databases

▪ Bloomberg Law

▪ Lexis Practical Guidance

▪ Thomson Reuters (Westlaw) Practical Law

▪ CEB OnLaw Pro

• How to incorporate generative AI tools for drafting
▪ Bloomberg Law Draft Analyzer and Clause Adviser 

▪ Lexis Protégé – Drafting task

▪ Westlaw CoCounsel Legal – updated tools will be available on 

student accounts January 28

▪ Harvey (coming soon for USD Law students)



Hypothetical

Your client, BrightPath Learning, LLC, is an online 

education company in California. BrightPath wants to hire a 

subject-matter expert to create and teach an online course. 

You are asked to draft the terms of this agreement. 

In conversation with the client you have learned:

• The client is particularly concerned about employee-

status claims.

• The client wants to retain intellectual property rights to 

the course material.

Where to begin?



Finding templates and guidance

Issues to think about
• Author/creator
• Age of materials
• Contract style/clauses
• Content
• Jurisdiction
• Industry
• Guidance/analysis

Law firm precedent document collections

Forms/sample contracts and guidance

• Bloomberg Law (forms & analysis)

• Lexis Practical Guidance (forms & 

analysis)

• Thomson Reuters (Westlaw)—

Practical Law (forms & analysis)

• CEB OnLaw Pro (CA-specific; forms & 

analysis)

• Other fee-based legal websites

(often include forms only)

Quality free sources
• Print books at the LRC (and other law 

libraries) 



Bloomberg Law: 

Transactional Intelligence 

Center

Example

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blpg/document/X48TD9P8000000?criteria_id=3c3cbe61b56dd1380b71d7f916c60cd9&searchGuid=1386fc87-2fa6-4a7d-9333-7263f9b8e2c6&search32=j2xeq8Q_l3t1a25WGK0WpA==WFJHX6ZvLPZr_3VjlftRkr0Q_pky795LPcfwOFIBoZbwcDmoPmO1h9il48Y8HKW8qsyDsOpC-XYpEWlNVWd6qN2zmNSXF1aVqbibfg_-w_g=




Bloomberg Law Transactional Intelligence Center

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/btic/page/txl_home












Lexis Practical Guidance

Example

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/3466f1ee-37e2-4a3a-b089-74ff6d56645f/?context=1530671












Thomson Reuters 

Practical Law

(Westlaw)

Example

https://www.westlaw.com/0-554-8626?view=hidealldraftingnotes&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0












CEB OnLaw Pro
(research.ceb.com)

Example

https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/employment-law/15dede0000/edcontents


https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library













Hypothetical

Your client, BrightPath Learning, LLC, is an online 

education company in California. BrightPath wants to hire a 

subject-matter expert to create and teach an online course. 

You are asked to draft the terms of this agreement. 

In conversation with the client you have learned:

• The client is particularly concerned about employee-

status claims

• The client wants to retain intellectual property rights to 

the course material

Where to begin?



Which template would you choose to use as a 

starting point for drafting the BrightPath 

independent contractor agreement? Consider 

jurisdiction, avoiding employee-status claims, 

and intellectual property rights. 



Transactional Precedents (Bloomberg)





Example: IP Asset Purchase









Exercise:

Find a merger agreement in Bloomberg’s 

Transactional Precedents collection involving 

insurance companies



Bloomberg Draft 

Analyzer/Clause Adviser



Generative AI Tools for Drafting



How do Gen AI tools work?

• Gen AI tools that produce text use large 

language models (LLMs) to predict what 

each word of a response should be based on 

training. This makes them particularly well-

suited for tasks like legal drafting.

• Gen AI tools based in existing legal research 

platforms offer retrieval augmented 

generation (RAG), links to trusted sources, 

and confidentiality



Gen AI Drafting Tools

Web-based general purpose tools like 

ChatGPT are not recommended for 

client work. Why?



Instead try Lexis “General AI”

New last week on your accounts: 

• Lexis Protege “General AI”

• To access in Protege, toggle between Legal and 

General AI

• Choose between LLMs for various tasks, or let 

Lexis choose “best fit”

https://plus.lexis.com/protege/?crid=63fb4c6b-0453-404a-a9d4-c0e0a6c8c6b9


What is Gen AI good at?

• Summarizing

• Comparing

• Helping with brainstorming

• Recognizing patterns

• Adjusting tone or emphasis

• Spotting (some, but not all) errors



What is Gen AI not good at?

• Understanding context and nuance 

• Researching state law or updating state 

templates

• Replacing an attorney’s judgment 

You must carefully check and evaluate 

all AI-generated output!



Gen AI Drafting Tasks

• Compare an original to a new draft, or a 
term sheet to a final agreement

• Draft a new clause

• Rewrite a clause to be mutual/neutral or to 
favor one party

• Simplify archaic language without changing 
legal effect

• Check an agreement against firm playbook 
or precedent database

• Summarize agreements in plain language 
for clients; draft client correspondence



Gen AI Drafting Tools

Lexis+AI: Available now with a drafting feature

Westlaw CoCounsel Legal: Coming to student 

Westlaw accounts January 28

• Both Lexis and Westlaw utilize several LLMs and 

offer RAG using primary materials and selected 

copyrighted secondary sources

Bloomberg Law: Draft Analyzer and Clause Advisor

Harvey: Coming soon! (LRC will provide information 

and login credentials)



Other Gen AI Drafting Tools

• Custom AI tools that leverage firm 

document management systems 

(DMS), licensed content, and AI to 

create more tailored drafting results

• Microsoft Word plug-ins like Lexis 

Create, Westlaw Co-Counsel Drafting, 

and Spellbook AI



Lexis Protege



Westlaw CoCounsel Legal: Demo
(Available on student accounts 1/28/26)



Generative AI and Drafting

• At this time generating an entire document from a 

prompt is still not an effective use of generative AI

‒ Output can look convincing, but must be checked

‒ Outputs are limited in length - try drafting individual 

clauses instead

‒ A good option is to pair gen AI with a chosen 

template document or clause and then use a GenAI 
drafting tool to rewrite or reword clauses as needed

‒ GenAI drafting tools are improving rapidly

‒ Always ask your professor or supervisor before 

using generative AI tools



LRC Gen AI Guide

LRC Guide to Generative AI 

Tools for USD Law Students

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI


Lexis/Westlaw AI Drafting Exercise:
1. Draft the scope of work section of an independent 
contractor agreement using Westlaw CoCounsel and/or 

Lexis Protégé

2. Write a second prompt changing the section that you 

drafted in some way (Some ideas: rewrite the section to be 

pro-service provider, make the scope of work more specific)

3. Evaluate your results. Is this AI output useful?



Final takeaways

Recommended sources for templates: Bloomberg 

Drafting Tools, Bloomberg Precedent Document 

Collection, TR Practical Law (Westlaw), Lexis 

Practical Guidance, CEB OnLaw Pro

Generative AI tools are improving rapidly. Know when 

to use them efficiently, and when other tools are more 

effective. 

Generative AI cannot replace the judgment of an 

attorney.



Books and Treatises on 

Contract Drafting



Books

KENNETH A. ADAMS, A MANUAL OF STYLE FOR CONTRACT DRAFTING; 

LRC Reading Room KF807 .A33 2017

LENNÉ EIDSON ESPENSCHIED, CONTRACT DRAFTING: POWERFUL 

PROSE IN TRANSACTIONAL PRACTICE; 

LRC Reading Room KF807 .E84 2019

GEORGE W. KUNEY & DONNA C. LOOPER, LEGAL DRAFTING IN A 

NUTSHELL; available electronically via West Study Aids

TINA L. STARK, DRAFTING CONTRACTS: HOW AND WHY LAWYERS DO 

WHAT THEY DO; LRC Reading Room KF807 .S73 2014

https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4139032
https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4609507
https://subscription-westacademic-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/Book/Detail?id=27248&q=legal%20drafting%20in%20a%20nutshell
https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3789851


Treatises and practice guides

DAVID C. BURGESS ET AL., DRAFTING BUSINESS CONTRACTS: 

PRINCIPLES, TECHNIQUES, & FORMS; available electronically via CEB 

OnLaw Pro

ROBERT A. FELDMAN & RAYMOND T. NIMMER, DRAFTING EFFECTIVE 

CONTRACTS: A PRACTITIONER’S GUIDE (Westlaw)

VLADIMIR R. ROSSMAN & MORTON MOSKIN EDS., COMMERCIAL 

CONTRACTS: STRATEGIES FOR DRAFTING & NEGOTIATING

(Westlaw)

PETER SIVIGLIA, COMMERCIAL AGREEMENTS: A LAWYER’S GUIDE TO 

DRAFTING AND NEGOTIATING (Westlaw)

TINA L. STARK ED., NEGOTIATING AND DRAFTING CONTRACT 

BOILERPLATE (Lexis)

https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/business-transactions/15dbcp0000/i1toc
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/business-transactions/15dbcp0000/i1toc
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CommercialLawSecondarySources/CommercialLawTextsTreatises/DraftingEffectiveContractsAPractitionersGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CommercialLawSecondarySources/CommercialLawTextsTreatises/CommercialContractsStrategiesForDraftingNegotiating?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CommercialLawSecondarySources/CommercialLawTextsTreatises/CommercialAgreementsALawyersGuidetoDraftingNegotiating?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://advance.lexis.com/api/permalink/c1ac2ae0-44c1-4367-895e-bbdc7d434e4d/?context=1000516


Contact us

Reference Desk hours

Monday: 9 a.m.– 6 p.m.

Tuesday-Friday: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m

Telephone: (619) 260-4612

E-mail: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat: www.sandiego.edu/law/library

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
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