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What we will cover

• Picking a paper topic

• Practice Centers

• Literature review

• Evaluating sources

• Finding books & journal articles

• From law and other academic disciplines

• At USD and other libraries

• Web tools, tips, and tricks



LRC’s Paper Writing Guide

○ Topic Selection

○ Preemption Checking

○ Research & Note Taking

○ Writing & Citation

○ Plagiarism

○ Getting Published

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-%20seminars-and-student-comments


Finding a Paper Topic



News & industry blogs
news.google.com



Google News search
news.google.com



Reliable sources

• Evaluate sources for:

• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed

• Objectivity – fairness and lack of bias

• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable

• Scope – relevant to your topic and argument

• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know the 

current state of thinking in your field (even if it’s rooted in 

older writings)







AI Litigation Database
https://blogs.gwu.edu/law-eti/ai-litigation-database-search/



AI Litigation Database (GWU)
https://blogs.gwu.edu/law-eti/ai-litigation-database-search/



Current Awareness Tools for Law

Current news by practice area

• Westlaw Today 

• Lexis: Law 360

• Bloomberg Law News

https://today.westlaw.com/?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.law360.com/?wam=y
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/


Westlaw Today (Legal news)



Westlaw Today



Lexis: Law 360







Law360 - Technology section



Bloomberg Law News









Practice Centers

Bloomberg Law  |  Lexis |  

Westlaw

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/tech/page/tt_home
https://plus.lexis.com/practice?config=0155JAAxZjE2YTg0NC03MDg5LTQ4YjctYWJjZi1iYWQ5YWIwYjRhMDIKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dEFG6yNBAx1DYMHLYnecFt&pdbcts=1661977029168&crid=014cc0e9-8a19-4107-8d8c-6ee52c4bf80b&prid=e99be9b4-88ff-4512-b9ff-d7eb8264c7f6
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/IntellectualProperty160160?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)


Bloomberg Practice Centers



Bloomberg “In Focus”



Bloomberg “In Focus”



Bloomberg “In Focus” — AI

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/page/infocus_artificial_intelligence
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/page/infocus_artificial_intelligence


Lexis Practice Centers







Lexis Practice Centers



Westlaw Practice Areas





Conducting a Thorough 

Literature Review



Literature Review

• A survey of books, scholarly articles, and any other 

sources relevant to a particular issue, area of research, 

or theory

• Helps you formulate your thesis and locate your 

arguments within the larger field of study

• Also serves as a preemption check [Note: someone 

may have already written about your general topic, but 

you want to try to find a new (novel) angle on it.]



Literature Review: Sources

❑    Books

❑    Law articles

❑    Articles from other academic disciplines

❑    News/blogs

❑    Working papers & forthcoming articles 

   (SSRN and Bepress)



Remember

• Evaluate sources for:

• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed

• Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias

• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable

• Scope – relevant to your topic and argument

• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know the 

current state of thinking in your field (even if it’s rooted in 

older writings)



Books



Searching the catalogs

USD’s online catalog find items located in the LRC 

and also in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to find not 

just materials in our print collection, but it also 

provides direct access to materials in our subscription 

databases, and it also links to websites! 

• You can search USD’s online catalog from LRC’s 

homepage

http://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/HomePage,basicSearchDirectLinkComponent.sdirect?lang=eng&suite=cobalt


www.sandiego.edu/law/library





San Diego Circuit

Circuit Catalog:   

• USD is a member of a library consortium, the Circuit

• borrow materials from SDSU, UCSD, as well as the 
San Diego county & city libraries. 

• greatly increases the universe of materials that are 
accessible to you! 

• delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.—pickup at Circulation 
desk

 Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog through 
the LRC’s catalog (click on the hyperlinked Circuit 
logo) or go to: http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/


Circuit



1

2

3



Interlibrary loan (ILL)

Interlibrary Loan (ILL): 

• If you can’t find an item at USD or through the 
Circuit, we may be able to get it through interlibrary-
loaned from another library

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come ask a 
reference librarian 

• Delivered to LRC anywhere from 3 days to 3 
weeks—make your request early!

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-
resources/ill/ 

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/


ILL Requests



Law articles



Law articles

❑  Lexis

❑  Westlaw

❑  Google Scholar

Unpublished or forthcoming

❑  SSRN

❑  Bepress



https://scholar.google.com



Google Scholar settings



Library links



Setting up Google Scholar 

library links

1. Go to scholar.google.com

2. Click menu icon on left

3. Click Settings > Library links

4.  Add “University of San Diego – Get it at 

USD” and “University of San Diego, Legal 

Research Center – Find at LRC”

5. Now your search results will link to our 

databases and you can log in for access.





https://www.ssrn.com/

https://www.ssrn.com/






http://network.bepress.com



Search strategies

• Use multiple search techniques 

• keyword (natural language & Boolean)

• subject

• browse

• Build from the sources you’ve already found

• look at sources cited by those sources 

• use a citator (Shepard’s or KeyCite) to find sources that have 

cited to sources you’ve already found

•     Ask a librarian!



Read the footnotes!



1999 article by Gilson



Recent articles that cite Gilson



Highly cited articles on tech policy



Avoid “link rot” in your own citations





Avoiding link rot

The Wayback Machine

Perma.cc

https://archive.org/web/
https://perma.cc/


https://perma.cc/sign-up



Bluebook example:

Rocio Gonzalez, Puerto Rico’s Status Debate Continues as 

Island Marks 61 Years as a Commonwealth, Huffington 

Post (July 25, 2013, 9:00 AM), 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/

Puerto-rico-status-debate_n_3651755.html 

[http://perma.cc/C6UP-96HN] 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/Puerto-rico-status-debate_n_3651755.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/Puerto-rico-status-debate_n_3651755.html
http://perma.cc/C6UP-96HN


Up your Google game

The super secret Google Advanced Search 

page
Limit your results
⚪region

⚪specific website, or 
portion of a website

⚪domain type

⚪file type

⚪exclude terms

https://www.google.com/advanced_search
https://www.google.com/advanced_search


NOTE-TAKING TOOLS & 

AVOIDING PLAGIARISM



Why good note-taking is important

• Cite to the best sources to develop and bolster your 

argument

• The first step in avoiding plagiarism and giving proper 

documentation is to cultivate good note-taking habits.

• If you cut & paste text from another source to look at 

later, immediately mark it as copied text & include 

citation info



Tools that can help

● There’s no one right way 

to do it. Pick a method 

that works for you and 

be consistent.

● There’s an app for that. 

Actually, there are 

MANY apps for that.…



Document and citation management

Typical features include:

• Free or premium 

upgrade

• Web, client, mobile apps

• PDF storage & 

annotation

• Cloud & local storage

• Web content capture

• Citation style 

(“bibliographic utility”)

Comparison of these tools: https://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/publichealth/citations 

https://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/publichealth/citations


SafeAssign

● SafeAssign is an area in Blackboard where students can 

submit drafts of papers to check for possible instances of 

plagiarism before they submit final drafts to their course 

instructors.  

● SafeAssign is FREE to USD students.

● Papers submitted through SafeAssign will not be saved in 

its database and will not be distributed to instructors.  

● For more instructions, see the SafeAssign section of our 

Paper Writing for Seminars and Student Comments 

research guide.



How to use SafeAssign at the LRC
● Email mabernathy@sandiego.edu to be added to the 

Legal Research Center Organization

● When you are ready to submit your paper, login to 

Blackboard at https://ole.sandiego.edu/ultra/organizations 

and click on the Legal Research Center under the 

Organizations tab

● Click on Organization Content

● Click on View Assignment

● Upload your document

● Wait for an Originality Report



Originality Report
SafeAssign compares 

submissions to other 

texts (journal articles, 

student papers, internet 

sources) 

Creates an Originality 

Report

SafeAssign does not 

automatically detect 

plagiarism. 

It is up to you to interpret the 

meaning of the report. 

Understanding your 

Originality Report

https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Administrator/Originality_Report
https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Administrator/Originality_Report


Administrative Law



Administrative law

Legislative

Judicial

Executive

Regulations = 

quasi-legislative

Hearings/

adjudications = 

quasi-judicial



Promulgating regulations

• Agency drafts proposed regulations

• Publish proposed regulations in the Federal Register 

(Fed. Reg. or F.R.)

• Opportunity for public comment

• Agency drafts final regulations

• Publish notice of final regulations in Federal Register

• Codify the final regulations in the Code of Federal 

Regulations (C.F.R.)



Administrative law documents

Regulations

Code of Federal 
Regulations (C.F.R.)

Varies widely across 
agencies

Varies widely across 
agencies

Federal Register
Check agency website, 
Westlaw, Lexis, 
BloombergLaw

Check agency website, 
Westlaw, Lexis, 
BloombergLaw

Govinfo.gov, Westlaw, 
Lexis, BloombergLaw

Regulations.gov for 
proposed regulations

Advisory & 
guidance 
documents

Decisions & 
Adjudications



www.govinfo.gov





Company research

News / Google

LexisNexis

BloombergLaw

https://www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool/lsp/p/facultyhome.aspx?lc=LawSchoolPortal/Signin
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/home


Contact us

Reference hours:

- M–Th    9am–6pm 

- F           9am–5pm

- Su         noon–4pm

Email: 

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat: 

www.sandiego.edu/law/

library 

Phone: (619) 260-4612 

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
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