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What we will cover
• Finding a paper topic
• Literature review
o Books & articles
o Law and other disciplines

• Generative AI
• Note-taking tools and techniques
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Finding a Paper Topic
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News
• news.google.com

• Browse recent 
news by topic

• Lexis News
• Robust search of 

many paywalled 
news sources

http://news.google.com
http://news.google.com
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1eabf744-c251-48d9-a467-775c85c3bf1a/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1eabf744-c251-48d9-a467-775c85c3bf1a/?context=1530671
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News
• news.google.com
• Search for a 

particular topic

http://news.google.com
http://news.google.com


6



7



8

Legal News Sources
• Law360

o Practice area: Competition, Technology
• Lexis+ Legal News
• Westlaw Today
• Bloomberg Law News

o Practice areas: Artificial Intelligence, IP Law

https://www.law360.com/
https://www.law360.com/
https://www.law360.com/competition
https://www.law360.com/technology
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1c4969fb-7b75-446f-87db-c1a51d713668/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1c4969fb-7b75-446f-87db-c1a51d713668/?context=1530671
https://today.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/WestlawToday?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://today.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/WestlawToday?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/bloomberglawnews/artificial-intelligence
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/bloomberglawnews/ip-law
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Company Research

News / Google
Lexis
Bloomberg Law

https://www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool/lsp/p/facultyhome.aspx?lc=LawSchoolPortal/Signin
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/home
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Research Institutes, Law Blogs

• Examples:

• Ethical Tech Institute, Database of AI Litigation (from 
G.W.U. Law)

• AI Law Blawg

• MIT Technology Review (weekly newsletter on AI)

https://blogs.gwu.edu/law-eti/ai-litigation-database-search/
https://ailawblawg.com/
https://ailawblawg.com/
https://www.technologyreview.com/topic/artificial-intelligence/
https://www.technologyreview.com/topic/artificial-intelligence/
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Existing Scholarship
• Look at existing articles from relevant 

journal articles (law or another discipline) 
to see if the author(s) suggest other 
topics of exploration.
o See what the author(s) says is outside 

the scope of the article or needs to be 
explored in more depth. 

o Often mentioned in introduction or 
conclusion.
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Literature Review
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What is a lit review?

• A survey of books, scholarly articles, and any 
other sources relevant to a particular issue, 
area of research, or theory.

• Helps you formulate your thesis and locate 
your arguments within the larger field of study.
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Reliable Sources

• Evaluate sources for:
o Authority – author is identified, reputable, 

credentialed
o Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias
o Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable
o Scope – relevant to your topic and argument
o Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you 

know the current state of thinking in your field (even if 
it’s rooted in older writings)
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Legal Databases
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Bloomberg Practice Centers
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Bloomberg “In Focus”
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Bloomberg “In Focus”
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Bloomberg “In Focus” — AI

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/page/infocus_artificial_intelligence
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/page/infocus_artificial_intelligence
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/page/infocus_artificial_intelligence
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Lexis Practice Centers
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Lexis Practice Centers (detailed)
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Lexis Practice Centers
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Westlaw Practice Areas
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Legislative History & Current 
Legislative Materials
• Federal

• ProQuest Legislative Insight
• Congress.gov

• California
• LRC Guide to California Legislative History
• California Legislative Information (ca.gov site)

• Other States – speak with a Reference Librarian

https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/legislativeinsight
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/legislativeinsight
https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/california-legislative-history
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/california-legislative-history
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
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Books
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Searching the Library Catalog
• USD’s online catalog will find items in both 

the LRC and Copley Library.
o Print material
o E-books
o Materials in subscription databases
o And more!

• The catalog was recently updated to provide a 
more streamlined search experience.

• You can search USD’s online catalog from the 
LRC’s homepage.

21

https://sandiego.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01UOSD_INST:LAW&lang=en
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
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Finding the Catalog from the LRC Homepage

sandiego.edu/law/library/

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
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Interlibrary Loan (ILL)
• If you can’t find an item in any of the USD 

libraries, we may be able to get it through 
interlibrary-loan from another library

• For Fall 2026, this includes books available at 
San Diego Circuit Libraries (SDSU & UCSD as 
well as the San Diego County & City Libraries)

• Check WorldCat and make an ILL/Circuit request 
on the LRC’s website or simply come ask a 
reference librarian for help

• Delivered to LRC anywhere from 3 days to 3 
weeks* — be sure to make your request early! 

*not guaranteed

https://search.worldcat.org/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/library-resources/ill-circuit.php
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/library-resources/ill-circuit.php
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Law Articles
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Where can you find law articles?

• Lexis
• Westlaw
• Google Scholar
• Unpublished or forthcoming

o SSRN
o Digital Commons Network/Law 

Commons (formerly known as BePress)

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/d29b402e-d39c-40a0-bae9-9ad07b4f4b6f/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/d29b402e-d39c-40a0-bae9-9ad07b4f4b6f/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/SharedLink/3a8b77782f6a48b0a5fb27b2db374259?VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/SharedLink/3a8b77782f6a48b0a5fb27b2db374259?VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://scholar.google.com/
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
https://network.bepress.com/law/
https://network.bepress.com/law/
https://network.bepress.com/law/
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Google Scholar “Library Links” setup

1. Log into Google
2. Select the navigation bars at the top left of the 

screen (use the “hamburger” - those 3 lines next 
to the words “Google Scholar”)

3. Choose Settings
4. On the next screen select “Library links”
5. Either type “University of San Diego” or (if that 

already appears as a choice) tick the box(es) 
next to the one (or more) USD choices

6. Choose Save
7. Run the search(es)
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https://network.bepress.com/law/science-and-technology-law/
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Search Strategies
• Use multiple search techniques.

o Keyword (natural language & Boolean)
o Subject
o Browse

• Ask a librarian!
• Build from the sources you’ve already found.

o Look at sources cited by those sources .
o Use a citator (Shepard’s or KeyCite) to find 

sources that have cited to sources you’ve 
already found.
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Westlaw: Most Cited search
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Westlaw: Law Review Article
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Westlaw: Article Citing References
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Articles from Other Disciplines
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Copley Library

sandiego.edu/library/

https://www.sandiego.edu/library/
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Relevant Non-Law Databases

• Academic Search Premier
• JSTOR
• Sage Premier Journals
• ScienceDirect
• SpringerLink Journals
• Web of Science (index only)
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Google Advanced Search
google.com/advanced_
search 
• Approximate Boolean 

connectors
• Narrow by language, 

region, or date
• Search a specific 

website or domain 
(e.g. .edu or .gov)

https://www.google.com/advanced_search
https://www.google.com/advanced_search
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Generative (Gen) AI
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How do Gen AI tools work?
• Gen AI tools that produce text use large 

language models (LLMs) to simulate 
conversations.

• LLMs are trained on the internet but are not a 
search engine by themselves.

• LLMs predict what each word of a response 
should be based on training.
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How do Gen AI tools search?
• A gen AI tool can use a process called retrieval 

augmented generation (RAG) to couple an LLM with 
a search engine.
‒ RAG works by turning a user’s prompt into a 

search query. The LLM is then supposed to use 
the results of the query when producing its 
response.

‒ The goal of RAG is to allow the gen AI tool to 
access sources of information beyond its training 
data, which may be proprietary or more current.
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Strengths of Gen AI for Research and Writing

• Pattern Recognition

• Large vocabulary

‒ Conversational (some tools)

• Summarization
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Weaknesses of Gen AI for Research and 
Writing
• Confidence
‒You don’t know what you don’t know 

and neither does gen AI.
• Training limited in scope (content and 
time)
‒ Or quality of connected search engine/

database
• Inherent bias for training sources
• Hallucinations
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Gen AI Research Tasks
Find Learn/Investigate Create/Synthesize/

Summarize
∙ Find some starting 

cases on a topic
∙ Find cases matching 

query

∙ Learn about an area 
of law

∙ Identify the most 
relevant, timely, & 
authoritative cases

∙ Ensure there is no 
authority going the 
other way

∙ Identify the relevant 
rule(s)

∙ Ensure you’ve found 
all cases on point

∙ Summarize the 
leading authorities

∙ Prune tangential 
authorities

∙ Harmonize 
authorities

∙ Reconcile 
authorities in conflict

Adapted from Rebecca Fordon, Cindy Guyer & Adam Lederer, From AND/OR to AI: Techniques 
for Prompting Generative AI Tools (May 21, 2024).
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Gen AI Writing Tasks

• Catching typos and grammar errors
‒ But not for Bluebooking

• Modifying tone
• Brainstorming
• Summarizing specific, discrete pieces of 

text
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Principles of Prompt Engineering: RICE
• R: Role (assigning a role to the AI)

‒ Some legal AI tools, including Lexis and Westlaw tools, do 
not require the prompt to include a role because the legal 
role is built into the tool.

• I:   Instructions (specific tasks for the AI)
• C: Context (providing necessary background info)
• E: Expectations (clarifying desired outcomes)

‒ Constraints/formatting the response should follow
‒ Examples of how to complete the instructions

Sarah Gotschall, A Legal Research Prompting Guide and Generative AI System Comparison Exercise, AI LAW LIBRARIANS (July 17, 
2024), https://www.ailawlibrarians.com/2024/07/17/a-legal-research-prompting-guide-and-generative-ai-system-comparison-exercise/
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Evaluating AI-Generated Content
Usage: “Did I use the 
right tool?”

Input: “Did I use an 
effective prompt?”

Output: “Did the tool 
give an acceptable 
response?”

∙ Designed purpose of 
tool

∙ Scope of training 
and/or RAG

∙ Tool transparency

∙ Prompt engineering 
principles (RICE)

∙ Influence of follow-up 
interactions

∙ Missing perspectives 
from prompts

∙ Source & accuracy 
verification

∙ Bias & perspective in 
response

∙ Interaction dynamic 
between AI & user

∙ Critical evaluation 
considering ultimate 
research objective

Adapted from Mary Ann Naumann, Re-Engineering Research: Integrating Generative AI & Prompt 
Engineering into Information Literacy Programs (June 30, 2024).
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Gen AI in Academic Writing

• Always follow all course and law 
school rules on use of AI

• Ask ahead of time if you’re not sure 
whether you should or should not 
use a tool.

• LRC Guide to Generative AI Tools 
for USD Law Students

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI
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Note-Taking
Tools & Techniques
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Why good note-taking is important

• Bolster your 
argument

• Avoid inadvertent 
plagiarism

• Save yourself time 
and trouble when 
creating citations
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What to look for in a tool
• Reference manager 
• Citation support for 

Bluebook style 
• Organize and 

annotate PDFs, 
webpages, and 
other digital content

• Fits your research 
style--something you 
will use!!
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Note-taking apps
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Document AND citation management

Typical features include:
• Free or premium upgrade
• Web, client, mobile apps
• PDF storage & annotation
• Cloud & local storage
• Web content capture
• Citation style (“bibliographic 

utility”)
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Comparing Tools

• Comparing reference managers:
o Yale Law Library: Choose a 

Research/Citation Management System 
that is Right for You

o Wikipedia "Comparison of Reference 
Management Software"

• Setting up Bluebook style:
o University of Cincinnati Law Library: Citation 

Management Services

https://library.law.yale.edu/resources/choose-research/citation-management-system-right-you
https://library.law.yale.edu/resources/choose-research/citation-management-system-right-you
https://library.law.yale.edu/resources/choose-research/citation-management-system-right-you
https://library.law.yale.edu/resources/choose-research/citation-management-system-right-you
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_reference_management_software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_reference_management_software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_reference_management_software
https://guides.libraries.uc.edu/c.php?g=222564&p=1474171
https://guides.libraries.uc.edu/c.php?g=222564&p=1474171
https://guides.libraries.uc.edu/c.php?g=222564&p=1474171
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Citing the Best Source

• Don’t rely on Source A to tell you what Source B 
says – go back to the original
o Don’t cite Scholar A to tell your reader what 

Scholar B argued
o Don’t cite a book or an article to tell your 

reader  what a case held
o Don’t cite a case to tell you what the statute 

says
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Web citations
Bluebook Rule 18
(now also covers AI generated content!)

• Author (if any)
• Title of article or page
• Publication/Organization/Sponsor
• Date
• URL
• Archive of page (Perma.cc or Internet Archive)

When in doubt, more info is better!
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Archive Webpages: Perma.cc



68

Example with an archive link

Rocio Gonzalez, Puerto Rico’s Status Debate 
Continues as Island Marks 61 Years as a 
Commonwealth, Huffington Post (July 25, 2013, 
9:00 AM), http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
2013/07/25/Puerto-rico-status-debate_n_
3651755.html [http://perma.cc/C6UP-96HN].



69

LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: 619.260.4612

Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library
Book an appointment: law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments

In-person
Mondays: 9am-6pm
Tues - Fri: 9am-5pm

Ian Kipnes
ikipnes@sandiego.edu

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments
https://law-sandiego.libcal.com/appointments
mailto:ikipnes@sandiego.edu
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