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What we will cover
• Searching the Catalogs

• LRC Online Catalog, Circuit & ILL

• Finding Journal Articles

• Starting points for UNCLOS, USMCA, and IBWC

• Foreign Law

• Lexis & Westlaw



Searching the Catalogs: 
LRC Catalog, Circuit, ILL



LRC Catalog

• The Legal Research 
Center’s online 
catalog links to 
materials held at the 
LRC and the Main 
Library (Copley)  

• The catalog can be 
used to find not just 
materials in our 
print collection, but 
also to access e-
books and 
electronic databases

• Access: You can link to the catalog off of the 
LRC’s webpage 
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

• We offer Curbside Pickup for all print 
materials

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/COVID-19#s-lg-box-24698752


Catalog Examples
● United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982 : a 

commentary (vol. 1 contains “The Negotiating Process of the Third 
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea”)
● LRC Reading Room KZ1120.3 .U535

● Mexico and the law of the sea [electronic resource] : contributions 
and compromises / by Jorge A. Vargas
● E-book

● United States practice in international law [electronic resource] / 
Sean D. Murphy
● E-book volumes 1 and 2

● Restatement, third, the foreign relations law of the United 
States (specifically section 601)
● Available on HeinOnline or Westlaw

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/sandiego/detail.action?docID=770884
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/sandiego/detail.action?docID=217971
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/sandiego/detail.action?docID=321211
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?index=ali/rethdfr&collection=ali
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/RestatementsPrinciplesoftheLaw/RestatementoftheLawTheForeignRelationsLawoftheUnitedStates?guid=I9744a5f07cf011e287190000837bc6dd&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0


Circuit 
Catalog

Because USD is a 
member of a library 
consortium called the 
Circuit, you can 
borrow materials from 
any of the member 
libraries which include 
SDSU, UCSD and the 
San Diego County and 
Public Libraries. 

Circuit does NOT 
include Thomas 
Jefferson Law School or 
California Western 
School of Law. 

Access: You can link to the Circuit 
catalog through the LRC catalog or
http://circuit.sdsu.edu

Click “Request” to order this item

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/


WorldCat and Interlibrary Loan
● If you’re looking for an item and can’t find it in the LRC 

Catalog or the Circuit, then check WorldCat to see if it can 
be interlibrary-loaned from a participating member of a 
worldwide network of libraries. 

● To request an ILL, click here (check with a reference 
librarian first).

https://www.worldcat.org/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/






Journal Articles



Law Journal Articles
• Westlaw: Journals & Law Reviews

• Lexis-Nexis:  Law Reviews & Journals

• Google Scholar: Click on Settings and add USD to your library 
links to access all of our subscription databases

• Hein-Online is a database that contains digital (PDF) images 
of law reviews from U.S. law schools. Access through the our 
Legal Research Databases page.

• Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law. Access 
through our Legal Research Databases page.  

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/LawReviewsJournals?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/58d4f906-5b58-44d0-a3bf-fa2cb4096449/?context=1530671
https://scholar.google.com
https://login.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?qurl=https://heinonline.org%2fHOL%2fWelcome
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/alphabetical.php?letter=h
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php?a=h
https://opil-ouplaw-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/home/mpil
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php?a=m


Non-Law Articles
● Copley Library Databases (e.g JSTOR, Academic 

Search Premier, SpringerLink Journals)

○ Available through the Copley Databases page

● SSRN – Social Sciences Research Network

○ https://www.ssrn.com/en/

● Google Advanced

○ https://www.google.com/advanced_search

http://www.sandiego.edu/library/find/results.php?letter=all
https://www.ssrn.com/en/
https://www.google.com/advanced_search


Starting points for 
UNCLOS, USMCA, and 
IBWC

See the LRC’s Resource Guide for International Law covering 
Treaties, Customary Law, General Principles, International 
Case Law, and Scholarly Writings

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/c.php?g=830678&p=5930271


United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea (UNCLOS)
• Treaty text (1833 U.N.T.S. 397)

• Available on HeinOnline or United Nations Treaty Series database

• Negotiating history
• The most "official" source for negotiating history of UNCLOS is The Negotiating 

Process Of The Third United Nations Conference On The Law Of The Sea, in UNITED
NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA 1982: A COMMENTARY, VOL. 1 which we 
have in print in the LRC.  This set is divided by article in vol 2-7 so article 207 is in 
volume 4 with a list of UN sources and commentary for that article. 

• Also very useful is the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, Official 
Records of Diplomatic Conferences website. 

• Secondary sources 
• New Directions in the Law of the Sea: Regional and National Developments
• United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
• Mexico and the law of the sea 
• Search for journal articles for specific commentary on Part XII and Mexico's 

application.

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Page?lname=&public=false&collection=unl&handle=hein.unl/unts1833&men_hide=false&men_tab=toc&kind=&page=397
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/showDetails.aspx?objid=0800000280043ad5&clang=_en
https://legal.un.org/diplomaticconferences/
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/InternationalTreatises/MultiNationalTreatises/NewDirectionsintheLawoftheSeaRegionalandNationalDevelopments?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/sandiego/detail.action?docID=3018490
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/sandiego/detail.action?docID=770884


United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA) & Implementation Act

• Official text
• Because the USMCA is so recent, it is not yet in an official treaty series, can refer to 

the Office of the USTR's website. 
• The USMCA Implementation Act can be found at PL 116-113, January 29, 2020, 134 Stat 

11

• Negotiating history
• USMCA – A negotiation history timeline can be found in this CRS report as well as 

this page from the Organization of American States
• USMCA Implementation Act – For a negotiating history of PL 116-113 use our domestic 

databases Proquest Congressional and Legislative Insight which both have substantial 
materials on the negotiating history of the Act. 

• Secondary sources 
• The USMCA, NAFTA Re-Negotiated and Its Business Implications in a Nutshell is a 

West publication we own that summarizes the environmental protection provisions. 
• CRS report that discusses environmental protection generally. 
• Journal articles that discuss the no harm principle in general, though finding some 

relating to the USMCA may be difficult.

https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements/united-states-mexico-canada-agreement/agreement-between
https://www.congress.gov/116/plaws/publ113/PLAW-116publ113.pdf
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/row/R44981.pdf
http://www.sice.oas.org/tpd/USMCA/USMCA_e.ASP
https://congressional-proquest-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/congressional/result/congressional/congdocumentview?accountid=14742&groupid=95453&parmId=17DB0C4B814&rsId=17DB0C48A2D&navid=2
https://li-proquest-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/legislativeinsight/LegHistMain.jsp?searchtype=DOCPAGE&parentAccNo=PL116-113&docAccNo=PL116-113&docType=LEG_HIST&resultsClick=true&newTitle=United%20States-Mexico-Canada%20Agreement%20Implementation%20Act&id=1641940298106
https://subscription-westacademic-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/Book/Detail?id=26771#search-in-book-tab
https://congressional-proquest-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/congressional/result/congressional/congdocumentview?accountid=14742&groupid=95453&parmId=17DB736B6EC


International Boundary and Water 
Commission (IBWC)
• Treaty text for Treaty relating to the Utilization of Waters of the Colorado and 

Tijuana Rivers and of the Rio Grande, Treaty Series 994 
• Treaty text available via HeinOnline, https://www.ibwc.gov/home.html and 

https://2009-2017.state.gov/recovery/ibwc/index.htm

• Negotiating history
• The commission has a very robust site=
• https://www.ibwc.gov/Files/Minutes/Minute_320.pdf
• https://www.ibwc.gov/Files/Minutes/Min283.pdf

• Secondary sources 
• Sniffing out Clandestine Water Pollution in the Tijuana River Valley
• The 1944 Water Treaty and the Incorporation of Environmental Values in U.S.-Mexico 

Transboundary Water Governance
• Recent Developments in Wastewater Management in the Coastal Region at the 

United States-Mexico Border
• Innovation and Reform in Transboundary Resource Management: A Critical Look at 

the International Boundary and Water Commission, United States and Mexico
• A simple search on Google Scholar for IBWC minute 320 or minute 283 yields some 

good results. 

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.ustreaties/ts0994&id=1&collection=ustreaties&index=ustreaties/ts
https://www.ibwc.gov/home.html
https://2009-2017.state.gov/recovery/ibwc/index.htm
https://www.ibwc.gov/Files/Minutes/Minute_320.pdf
https://www.ibwc.gov/Files/Minutes/Min283.pdf
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/Ic89ee0f21af011eaadfea82903531a62/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www-sciencedirect-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/science/article/pii/S1462901119315242?via%3Dihub
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/I827a1af04a4911dba16d88fb847e95e5/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/24884679.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3A2853a6725146419005140d996a675190


Foreign Law 
(statutes and case law) 



Foreign Law Guide 
● The Foreign Law Guide is 

an essential resource in 
researching the laws of 
another country.  

● For each country, the 
FLG provides a brief 
overview to the law of 
the country, laws 
arranged by subject, 
English translations, and 
scholarly commentary.

Available through the LRC Databases page.

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/alphabetical.php?letter=f
https://referenceworks-brillonline-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/browse/foreign-law-guide
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/research-databases/alphabetical.php?letter=f


Foreign Websites
● Use Google translate!

○ To directly translate 
foreign websites 
instead of using the 
English ‘portal’  
(usually a pared down 
version of the full 
website) 

○ To generate keywords 
to search websites or 
Google in the original 
language.

https://www.turkpatent.gov.tr/TURKPATENT/?lang=tr


The Bluebook Table 2

● Table 2: Foreign 
Jurisdictions provides 
citation and research 
help for over 35 foreign 
countries.

● Contact the reference 
desk for a 60-day free 
online trial at 
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

https://www.legalbluebook.com/
mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu


Lexis and Westlaw



Westlaw

● Secondary Sources > Law Reviews & Journals

● To navigate by specific country, click on International 
Materials, then select one of the main six foreign 
jurisdictions (Australia, Canada, European Union, 
Hong Kong, Korea, United Kingdom), or select Other 
International Jurisdictions.  

https://lawschool.westlaw.com/


Lexis
● Secondary Materials > Law Reviews & Journals

● For material from specific countries click on the 
International Tab.  Click on View All Countries to see 
the full list of available countries. 

https://plus.lexis.com/


We’re here to help!

● Melissa Abernathy
Foreign & International 
Law Librarian

● Zoom trainings available by 
request

● Email: 
mabernathy@sandiego.edu

● Reference librarians 
are here every day 
except Saturday. 

● Chat at 
https://www.sandiego.
edu/law/library/

● Ref. Desk E-mail: 
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

mailto:mabernathy@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

