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Introduction

• Resources you’ll use in the clinic are different 
from those used in LWR

- Agency/government websites 
- Special Ed Connection

• Librarians are available to help you with your 
clinic research



Administrative Law

• Administrative law makes up a huge portion 
of “the law” 
• Executive Orders
• Regulations
• Agency Decisions



Regulations

• Regulations are “enabled” by statutes
• Legislature authorizes an administrative 

agency to promulgate regulations that 
provide more detail than the statute

• You need to research both the statute and 
the regulation



California Code of Regulations (CCR) & Notice 
Register (aka Z register) c



Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) & Federal 
Register (FR) https://www.govinfo.gov/ 

https://www.govinfo.gov/




Regulations on Westlaw and Lexis



Agency Decisions

• Many agencies are empowered to adjudicate 
disputes 

• How these are published, if they are 
published, and what legal effect they have 
varies widely from agency to agency

• Begin research at the agency’s website



dgs.ca.gov/OAH/Case-Types/Special-Education









Tips for Searching 
CA Special Ed Decisions on CA.gov

• Search feature is rudimentary – keep keyword search 
broad, no Boolean searching (OAH is currently upgrading 
its search capability)

• Alternative 1: Search OAH’s database of special education 
decisions in PDF on Box.com and use Box’s search

• Alternative 2: Receive future special education decisions 
in your email by emailing a request to 
SEListServ@dgs.ca.gov and use Google’s search

• OAH’s database covers June 2005-present
• Special Education Decisions issued from 1993 through 

June 30, 2005, are maintained by California Department of 
Education 

• Consider searching all similar decisions by the judge in 
your case 

https://dgscloud.box.com/s/05yxfqlaa08743v0kic30pmvzphsys2i.
https://dgscloud.box.com/s/05yxfqlaa08743v0kic30pmvzphsys2i.
mailto:SEListServ@dgs.ca.gov
https://www2.cde.ca.gov/seho/
https://www2.cde.ca.gov/seho/




Tips for Searching
CA Special Ed. Orders

• Remember this database provides just a sample of 
representative rulings, organized by type of procedural or 
substantive motion

• Best approach is to browse based on your procedural or 
substantive issue

• Search bar only searches type of motion/issue, not the 
facts of the case

• Sample orders are available in translation in several 
languages



CALIFORNIA DEP’T OF EDUCATION 
SPECIAL EDUCATION

HTTP://WWW.CDE.CA.GOV/SP/SE/ 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/SP/SE/










https://www.sandiegounified.org/academics/special_education



CALIFORNIA DEP’T OF 
DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES

HTTP://WWW.DDS.CA.GOV/









https://sites.ed.gov/idea/



https://sites.ed.gov/idea/policy-guidance/



SAN DIEGO COUNTY SUPERIOR 
COURT OF CALIFORNIA

HTTP://WWW.SDCOURT.CA.GOV







https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/sdcourt/probate2/conservatorship



Few Education Law Treatises 
on Westlaw and Lexis

None on Westlaw Only a few on Lexis



https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/education-and-disability/clinic

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/education-and-disability/clinic
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/education-and-disability/clinic


Special Ed Connection



Special Ed Connection

• California-specific resources
• “Smart Starts”
• IDELR Topical Index search
• Advanced Search
• Interactive Search

Task: Help a parent request an Independent 
Educational Evaluation (IEE) for their child. What is 
an IEE and under what circumstances does a school 
district need to pay for the IEE? 



Slides available on LRC website

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
research-trainings/clinics.php

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php


Questions?

Liz Parker
USD Legal Research Center

619.260.7986
eparker-10@sandiego.edu 

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
619.260.4612

www.sandiego.edu/law/library

mailto:eparker-10@sandiego.edu
mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library

