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What are they? 
⚫ Legal encyclopedias report on the general state of 

the law in different subject areas.  You will usually use 
them to get background information on your topic and 
to locate citations to primary authority.
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⚫ There are two multi-state legal encyclopedias: 
American Jurisprudence (Am. Jur.) and Corpus Juris 
Secundum (C.J.S.). In addition, California has two state 
encyclopedias: California Jurisprudence (Cal. Jur.) and 
Witkin’s Summary of California Law. 



What are they? 
⚫ American Law Reports, or A.L.R., contain articles 

called “Annotations.”  Annotations collect summaries 
of cases from a variety of jurisdictions to provide an 
overview of the law on a topic.  Because A.L.R. 
annotations provide summaries of individual cases, 
they are more detailed than encyclopedias. 
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A good rule of thumb
⚫ A legal encyclopedia contains many topics, with 

basic summaries.

⚫ ALR contains less topics, but treats those topics with 
greater depth. 



Legal Encyclopedias and 
ALR Online



Encyclopedias and 
ALR Online

In Westlaw and Lexis you 
have two options for 
accessing encyclopedias 
and ALR articles.  

Option 1: Type in the 
name of the item (e.g. 
California Jurisprudence, 
American Law Reports, 
etc.) and select one of the 
populated options.  

Option 2: Search by 
keyword (e.g. consent to 
kidnapping) and filter by 
clicking on secondary 
sources, jurisdiction, 
and/or type.

https://signon.thomsonreuters.com/?productid=LSC&returnto=https://lawschool.westlaw.com/authentication/token?fwdURL%3d/&bhcp=1
https://signon.thomsonreuters.com/?productid=LSC&returnto=https://lawschool.westlaw.com/authentication/token?fwdURL%3d/&bhcp=1




Example research problem: 

Is consent to a kidnapping a 
valid defense? 
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⚫ Other videos: 
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings
/lwr-trainings.php 

⚫ Chat: http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/ 
⚫ lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
⚫ 619.260.4612
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