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Slides available on the 
LRC’s website:

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
/research-trainings/clinics.php
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Legal Issues for Businesses

• Find and register business name
• Structure business entity
• Site selection, zoning, permits & 

licenses
• Taxation
• Employment
• Intellectual property
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Resources

• Government websites – federal, state, & 
local

• Other local resources
• Treatises and practice guides
• Databases with useful business-related 

resources
o Cooley GO
o Bloomberg Law
o Practical Law (Westlaw) & Practical 

Guidance (Lexis)
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Government Websites
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State of Delaware

• Division of Corporations
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Delaware Division of 
Corporations Homepage

https://corp.delaware.gov/
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Corporate Forms and 
Certificates

https://corp.delaware.gov/corpforms/
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Forms by Document Type

https://corp.delaware.gov/formsdoctype09/
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https://corp.delaware.gov/newentit09/
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Example Form: DE Close 
Corporation 1
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Example Form: DE Close 
Corporation 2
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Example Form: DE Close 
Corporation 3
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Corporate Fee Schedule

https://corp.delaware.gov/fee/
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State of California

• CA Secretary of State Business Programs
o Starting a Business
o Tax Information
o Trademarks and Service Marks

• Governor’s Office of Business and 
Economic Development
o Form a Business
o Small Business Program
o CalGold – identifies necessary permits
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California SoS Business 
Programs

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/
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Business Entities

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/
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Forms

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/forms/
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https://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/forms/corporations-california-domestic
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Example Form: CA Close 
Corporation 1
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Starting a New Business 
checklist

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/starting-business-checklist/ 
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Business Search

https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/search/business
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California Trademark Search

https://tmbizfile.sos.ca.gov/Search
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CalGold

http://www.calgold.ca.gov/
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City of San Diego

• Doing Business
• Economic Development

o Start, Expand & Finance Your Business
o Tax Incentives
o Start-up Resources
o Industry Associations

• Office of the City Treasurer
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Doing Business

https://www.sandiego.gov/doing-business
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Doing Business cont.

https://www.sandiego.gov/doing-business
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Office of the City Treasurer

https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer
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Treasurer

https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer
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San Diego County

• San Diego County business 
resources

o Business Licenses & Permits

o Fictitious Business Names

o Tax Information
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Municipal and County Codes

• San Diego Municipal Code

• San Diego County Code

• Municode: other California cities

• American Legal Publishing: some 
other California counties and cities

• General Code: some other 
California counties and cities
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Federal Agencies

• US Patent & Trademark Office (USPTO)

o General policy and process information

o Trademark search (TESS)

o Trademark application (TEAS) (Only 

until January of 2025)

o Trademark Center (beta) (Post January 

2025)
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USPTO Trademarks

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks
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USPTO Trademark Center

https://trademarkcenter.uspto.gov/
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Treatises & Practice 
Guides
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California Corporations Law

• California Practice Guide Corporations (Rutter) | WL

• Ballantine & Sterling Cal. Corporation Laws | Lexis

• Advising California Nonprofit Corporations | CEB

• Selecting and Forming Business Entities | CEB

• Forming & Operating California Limited Liability 
Companies | CEB
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Delaware & General Corporations 
Law

• Delaware Corporate Law & Practice | Lexis

• Delaware Corporate Forms Library | Lexis

• Advising Small Businesses | Westlaw

• Choice of Business Entity | Westlaw

• Treatise on the Law of Corporations | Westlaw

• Practical Guidance | Bloomberg
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Cooley Go
• Focused on serving entrepreneurs

• Generate core legal documents, 
including a full incorporation package, 
convertible note term sheet, privacy 
policy, terms of use and more

• Find timely, focused articles on current 
legal trends, with a straight-forward 
“what you need to know” tone.
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Cooley Go Index

• https://www.cooleygo.com/documents/
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Bloomberg Law
• Delaware corporate law resources

• Sample forms and employment 
agreements

• Entity Formation Toolkit

• Treatises & practice guides on tax, 
corporate, employment, IP

• Practice materials and tips for 
lawyers/law students
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https://www.bloomberglaw.com/
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Bloomberg Law Transactional 
Intelligence Center
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Bloomberg Law Practice 
Centers
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Bloomberg Law Corporate 
Practice Center
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Bloomberg Law Corporate 
Practical Guidance Library
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Practical Law & Practical Guidance

• Practical Law available through Westlaw; 
Practical Guidance available through Lexis

• Legal know-how for transactional matters

• Practice area overviews, including finance, 
corporate, employment, IP, real estate and 
tax

• Model documents with drafting and practice 
tips
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Westlaw
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Practical Law
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Practical Law Commercial 
Transactions
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Lexis Practical Guidance
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Practical Guidance: Commercial Transactions
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Contact

LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Via Phone: 619.260.4612
Via Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Zoom appointments by request
OR come see us in person!

Mon : 9am-6pm
Tues- Fri: 9am-5pm

Reference hours at the clinics: bit.ly/LRC-Clinics

Ian Kipnes
ikipnes@sandiego.edu

619-260-4703


