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Research Training



Legal issues for businesses

❖ Create business plan

❖ Find and register business name

❖ Structure business entity

❖ Site selection, zoning, permits & licenses

❖ Taxation

❖ Employment

❖ Intellectual property



Resources

❖ Government websites – state, county & city

❖ Other local resources

❖ Treatises and practice guides

❖ Databases with useful business-related 
resources

❖ Cooley GO

❖ CEB Pro

❖ Bloomberg Law

❖ Practical Law (Westlaw)



Government Websites



State of Delaware

Division of Corporations
https://corp.delaware.gov/

https://corp.delaware.gov/


https://corp.delaware.gov/



https://corp.delaware.gov/



https://corp.delaware.gov/paytaxes/



https://corp.delaware.gov/paytaxes/



https://corp.delaware.gov/frtaxcalc/



https://corp.delaware.gov/frtaxcalc/



State of California

❖ CA Secretary of State Business Programs

❖ Starting a Business

❖ Tax Information

❖ Governor’s Office of Business and
Economic Development

❖ Form a Business

❖ Small Business Program

❖ CalGold – identifies necessary permits

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/
http://business.ca.gov/
http://business.ca.gov/


http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/



http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/



http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-
entities/forms



http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/forms/





https://businesssearch.sos.ca.gov/



http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/starting-business-checklist/



http://www.calgold.ca.gov





City of San Diego

❖ Doing Business

❖ Economic Development

❖ Start, Expand & Finance Your Business

❖ Tax Incentives

❖ Business Start-up Resources

❖ Industry Associations

❖ Office of the City Treasurer



https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business





https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business



https://www.sandiego.gov/doing-business



https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/resources/relief



https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer



https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer



San Diego County

❖ San Diego County business resources

❖ Business Licenses & Permits

❖ Fictitious Business Names

❖ Tax Information

http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/
https://arcc.sdcounty.ca.gov/Pages/fbn-info.aspx


http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/



http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/



https://arcc.sdcounty.ca.gov/Pages/fbn-info.aspx



Municipal and County Codes

❖ San Diego Municipal Code

❖ San Diego County Code

❖ Municode: other California cities

❖ American Legal Publishing – a few other 
California counties

http://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/legisdocs/muni.shtml
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=amlegal:sandiegoco_ca_mc
http://www.municode.com/library/CA
http://www.amlegal.com/codes/ca/


Treatises & Practice Guides



Corporations

❖ Marsh’s California Corporation Law | WL

❖ California Practice Guide Corporations | WL

❖ California Corporation Laws | Lexis

❖ Advising California Nonprofit Corporations | CEB

❖ Selecting and Forming Business Entities | CEB

❖ Forming & Operating California Limited
Liability Companies | CEB

California



Corporations

❖ The Delaware Corporation: Legal Aspects of 
Organization and Operation | Bloomberg

❖ Balotti and Finkelstein’s Delaware Law of 
Corporations and Business Organizations | WL

❖ The Delaware Law of Corporations & Business 
Organizations | Lexis

❖ Delaware Corporations Form Finder | WL

Delaware



Databases



Databases

❖ Cooley GO – free, open access

❖ CEB Pro – requires individual login; register 
at https://calaw.ceb.com/free-student-
access.html

❖ Bloomberg Law – requires individual login; 
register at bloomberglaw.com

❖ Practical Law Connect – available through 
Westlaw

https://calaw.ceb.com/free-student-access.html
https://essential.bna.com/login/signin?msg=deny&url=http://wsauth.bna.com/wsauth/blawauth?target=https://www.bloomberglaw.com/start&lddty=-518&pcv=


Cooley GO

❖ Focused on serving entrepreneurs

❖ Generate core legal documents, including a 
full incorporation package, convertible note 
term sheet, privacy policy, terms of use and 
more

❖ Find timely, focused articles on current legal 
trends, with a straight-forward “what you 
need to know” tone.



https://www.cooleygo.com/documents/index-document-generators/



CEB OnLaw Pro 

❖ Online platform for CEB’s popular California-

specific practice guides

❖ Set up your academic account using USD’s  

law school code at www.ceb.com/aba

❖ CEB publishes several titles useful for 

California businesses



research.ceb.com







Bloomberg Law

❖ Delaware corporate law resources

❖ Sample forms and employment 
agreements

❖ Treatises & practice guides on tax, 
corporate, employment, IP

❖ Practice materials and tips for law 
students



www.bloomberglaw.com

http://www.bloomberglaw.com/


Leave blank







Practical Law (Westlaw)

❖ Available through Westlaw

❖ Legal know-how for transactional 
matters

❖ Practice area overviews, including 
finance, corporate, employment, IP, real 
estate and tax

❖ Model documents with drafting and 
practice tips











Slides for this training:
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

research-trainings/clinics.php

Resources



Questions?

❖ Liz Parker
eparker-10@sandiego.edu
619.260.4600 x2555

❖ LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
619.260.4612
www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

