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Slides available on the 
LRC’s website:

https://www.sandiego.edu/
law/library/research-
trainings/clinics.php

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php
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Legal Issues for Businesses

• Create business plan
• Find and register business name
• Structure business entity
• Site selection, zoning, permits & licenses
• Taxation
• Employment
• Intellectual property
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Resources
• Government websites – federal, state, & local
• Other local resources
• Treatises and practice guides
• Databases with useful business-related 

resources
o Cooley GO
o Bloomberg Law
o Practical Law (Westlaw) & Practical 

Guidance (Lexis)
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Government Websites
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State of Delaware

• Division of Corporations

https://corp.delaware.gov/
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https://corp.delaware.gov/

https://corp.delaware.gov/


8https://corp.delaware.gov/corpforms/ 

https://corp.delaware.gov/corpforms/
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https://corp.delaware.gov/formsdoctype09/  

https://corp.delaware.gov/formsdoctype09/
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https://corp.delaware.gov/newentit09/ 

https://corp.delaware.gov/newentit09/
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https://corp.delaware.gov/fee/ 

https://corp.delaware.gov/fee/
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State of California
• CA Secretary of State Business 

Programs
o Starting a Business
o Tax Information
o Trademarks and Service Marks

• Governor’s Office of Business and 
Economic Development
o Form a Business
o Small Business Program
o CalGold – identifies necessary permits

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/
http://business.ca.gov/
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http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/


 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/ 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/


http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/forms/

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/forms/


https://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/forms/corporations-
california-domestic  

https://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/forms/corporations-california-domestic
https://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/forms/corporations-california-domestic
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http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/starting-business-checklist/ 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/starting-business-checklist/


18

 

https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/search/business

https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/search/business
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https://tmbizfile.sos.ca.gov/Search

https://tmbizfile.sos.ca.gov/Search


http://www.calgold.ca.gov/ 

http://www.calgold.ca.gov/
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City of San Diego
• Doing Business
• Economic Development

o Start, Expand & Finance Your Business
o Tax Incentives
o Start-up Resources
o Industry Associations

• Office of the City Treasurer

https://www.sandiego.gov/doing-business
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/industry
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/resources/startup
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/resources/hightech
https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer
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https://www.sandiego.gov/doing-business

https://www.sandiego.gov/doing-business
https://www.sandiego.gov/doing-business
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https://www.sandiego.gov/doing-business

https://www.sandiego.gov/doing-business


24https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business 

https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business
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https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer

https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer
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https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer

https://www.sandiego.gov/treasurer
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https://www.sandiego.gov/compliance/minimum-wage

https://www.sandiego.gov/compliance/minimum-wage


28

San Diego County

• San Diego County business resources
o Business Licenses & Permits
o Fictitious Business Names
o Tax Information

http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/
https://www.sdarcc.gov/content/arcc/home/divisions/recorder-clerk/fictitious-business-name.html
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Municipal and County Codes

• San Diego Municipal Code
• San Diego County Code
• Municode: other California cities
• American Legal Publishing: some 

other California counties and cities

http://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/legisdocs/muni.shtml
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_diego/latest/overview
http://www.municode.com/library/CA
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/regions/ca
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Federal Agencies

• US Patent & Trademark Office (USPTO)

o General policy and process information

o Trademark search (TESS)

o Trademark application (TEAS)

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search/using-trademark-electronic-search-system
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/apply
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https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks


34https://tmsearch.uspto.gov

https://tmsearch.uspto.gov/
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https://tmsearch.uspto.gov/webaka/html/help.htm

https://tmsearch.uspto.gov/webaka/html/help.htm
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Treatises & Practice Guides
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California Corporations Law
• California Practice Guide Corporations (Rutter) | WL

• Ballantine & Sterling Cal. Corporation Laws | Lexis

• Advising California Nonprofit Corporations | CEB

• Selecting and Forming Business Entities | CEB

• Forming & Operating California Limited Liability 
Companies | CEB

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/CorporationsTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/368cfd97-0420-4a93-8c3a-3d428994c168/?context=1530671
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/business-entities/15ancx0000/o1toc
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/business-entities/15sfbe0000/m1toc
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/business-entities/15foll0000/f1toc
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/business-entities/15foll0000/f1toc
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/business-entities/15foll0000/f1toc
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/business-entities/15foll0000/f1toc
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/business-entities/15foll0000/f1toc
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Delaware & General Corporations Law

• Delaware Corporate Law & Practice | Lexis
• Delaware Corporate Forms Library | Lexis
• Advising Small Businesses | Westlaw
• Choice of Business Entity | Westlaw
• Treatise on the Law of Corporations | Westlaw
• Corporate Practice Portfolio Series | Bloomberg

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/0d69fe08-293a-473e-879d-3a2caffb3591/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/7cdd5aa3-904a-4306-a817-5524f0ff56b2/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CorporationsSecondarySources/CorporationsTextsTreatises/AdvisingSmallBusinesses?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CorporationsSecondarySources/CorporationsTextsTreatises/ChoiceofBusinessEntity?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CorporationsSecondarySources/CorporationsTextsTreatises/TreatiseontheLawofCorporations?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/blaw/browser/105.456444
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Databases
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Cooley Go
• Focused on serving entrepreneurs

• Generate core legal documents, 
including a full incorporation package, 
convertible note term sheet, privacy 
policy, terms of use and more

• Find timely, focused articles on current 
legal trends, with a straight-forward 
“what you need to know” tone.

https://www.cooleygo.com/
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https://www.cooleygo.com/documents/index-document-generators/ 

https://www.cooleygo.com/documents/index-document-generators/
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Bloomberg Law
• Delaware corporate law resources
• Sample forms and employment 

agreements
• Treatises & practice guides on tax, 

corporate, employment, IP
• Practice materials and tips for law 

students



43https://www.bloomberglaw.com/ 

https://www.bloomberglaw.com/
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Practical Law & Practical Guidance
• Practical Law available through 

Westlaw; Practical Guidance available 
through Lexis

• Legal know-how for transactional 
matters

• Practice area overviews, including 
finance, corporate, employment, IP, 
real estate and tax

• Model documents with drafting and 
practice tips
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LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu  

619.260.4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library 
Zoom appointments by request

In-person

Mon – Thur: 9am-6pm
Fri: 9am-5pm

Sun: 12pm-4pm

Reference hours at the clinics: bit.ly/LRC-Clinics

Julianne Odin
jodin@sandiego.edu

619.202.3574

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://bit.ly/LRC-Clinics
mailto:jodin@sandiego.edu
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