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What we will cover
● Searching the Catalogs

○ LRC Online Catalog, Circuit & ILL

● Journal Articles 

● Getting Started Online
○ EUROPA and Eur-Lex
○ Primary legislation, secondary legislation, and other 

documents related to the legislative process
○ Court decisions

● Lexis & Westlaw

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We're going to start our presentation with 
 A quick refresher on using the LRC's online catalog, then we'll take a look at our regional catalog Circuit, AND also our process for requesting Interlibrary Loans.  
After that we're going to take a look how to find journal articles, using a few of our electronic databases and online indexes.
After that we’ll look at a few general starting points for your research. For EU Research the one go to source that you will be using this semester, if you haven’t already, is the EUROPA website.  And we’ll spend quite a bit of time walking through that website as well as EUR-LEX which is the document database for EUROPA
We’ll cover examples of how to find primary legislation like treaties, secondary legislaton like regular laws, and documents related to the legislative process
And of course court documents 
	
We’ll finish up with an EU tutorial in Lexis and Westlaw. 

Demo article = 38 Fordham Intl L. J. 1045 = example of an academic paper and the types of sources within (treaties, OJ citations, books, journal articles) 





Searching the Catalogs: 
LRC Catalog, Circuit, ILL



LRC Catalog
• The Legal Research 

Center’s online 
catalog links to 
materials held at the 
LRC and the Main 
Library (Copley)  

• The catalog can be 
used to find not just 
materials in our 
print collection, but 
also to access e-
books and 
electronic databases

• Access: You can link to the catalog off 
of the LRC’s webpage 
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LRC catalog contains:
Items that are held here, at the LRC
Items that are at Copley
And Items that are available online through an LRC or Copley subscription

You can link to catalog off the LRC's homepage 
 
So you can search the catalog by keyword, title, author, and Call No.  This is the book we just saw in our Westlaw article, Ocean and Coastal Law and Policy. Again, you wouldn’t be able to access that online for free or on westlaw but rather in print in the library



http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/


Catalog Examples
● European Union law guide / compiled and edited by Philip 

Raworth
○ LRC Reading Room  KJE 949 E97

● European Union law in a nutshell / by Ralph H. Folsom
○ LRC Reserve Room KJE 949 F55 2005

● European Union law reporter (CCH)
○ LRC Reading Room KJE 923.7 C65

● Common market law reports 
○ LRC Reading Room KJE923.7 .C66 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some other examples of EU materials
 
And the Call Number KJE 949 blah blah blah.  
 
Now generally our materials in the library are grouped by subject meaning you can type in your civ pro treatise, go to that call number and everything that we on civ pro will be on that shelf and the stacks around it.  
 
So with EU law, all your materials will be somewhat grouped in the Reading Room…a lot of our call numbers begin with KF which is the designation for American Law and those books take up about the middle three quarters of the reading room. 

The EU materials are under KJE…and because the system goes alphabetically…is to the far right side of the Reading Room
 

And of course, once you get going on your topics and figure out more specific terminology then you can go back into the catalog and try out those terms and see if we have something on that topic.
 
and if not, you might try using our Circuit and ILL systems which we'll cover next.





Circuit 
Catalog

Because USD is a 
member of a library 
consortium called the 
Circuit, you can 
borrow materials from 
any of the member 
libraries which include 
SDSU, UCSD and Cal 
State San Marcos. 

Circuit does NOT 
include Thomas 
Jefferson Law School or 
California Western 
School of Law. 

Access: You can link to the Circuit 
catalog through the LRC catalog or
http://circuit.sdsu.edu

Click “Request” to order this item

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Circuit is our regional library consortium including State, UCSD, San Marcos, and SD County libraries.  

Because USD is a member, you can borrow from any of these libraries and you’ll get it in a 24-48 hour turn around.  
This Circuit system is important because not  all libraries have the same items and UCSD especially is a EU Depository Library and has their own special collection of EU items.  
You can access  the CIRCUIT system directly, by clicking on this LINK here 
Or you can access it from the library catalog

So if I was looking for this particular book Religion, politics and law in the European Union. It turns out we do not have it here at USD but we do have it available at UCSD

To get this item, you simply want to hit request, then use the drop down menu to identify you as a USD student, and enter your USDOne login
Your item will arrive in about a 24-48 hour turnaround right here at the Circulation desk



http://circuit.sdsu.edu/


WorldCat and Interlibrary Loan
● If you’re looking for an item and can’t find it in the LRC 

Catalog or the Circuit, then check WorldCat to see if it can 
be interlibrary-loaned from a participating member of a 
worldwide network of libraries. 

● To request an ILL, click here (check with a reference 
librarian first).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now if none of those libraries has what you’re looking for you can try to get an item via interlibrary loan.  
For example, you might need a book from the University of Michigan or NYU… both of 	which are EU depositories and both of which have their own EU collections. Then you would use a system called Worldcat, which just as it sounds is a worldwide catalog.  
Basically you first use a system called worldcat, to identify the book you want, then you submit  a request using this link here 



https://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
That link will take you to a page to login using your USDOne information





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And then you fill out your information.

It’s pretty easy, but if anyone wants any help with that I am more than happy to sit down and fill out the request with you. 





Journal Databases & 
Indexes



Journal Databases & Indexes
• Westlaw: Journals & Law Reviews (JLR) & Lexis-Nexis:  

Law Reviews & Journals  (Lawrev)

• Google Scholar: Click on Settings and add USD to 
your library links to access all of our subscription 
databases

• Hein-Online is a database that contains digital (PDF) 
images of law reviews from U.S. law schools. Access 
through the our Legal Research Databases page.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Westlaw and Lexis, I’m sure you guys know how to search Westlaw and Lexis.  You want to remember to start actually in the journals and law reviews database which is under secondary sources
Then Google Scholar: Who here has used Google Scholar before? The one thing we want to point out here is to add USD to your library links under settings. So that even when you are off campus it will allow you to access all of USD’s subscription databases, besides WL and LX
HeinOnline - Basically contains PDFS of law reviews, it’s great mostly when you have a citation, not so good at searching. It also goes back quite a bit further than either Westlaw or Lexis. Westlaw and Lexis stop their journal coverage in the mid 1980s whereas Hein goes back to the early 1900s or whenever the journal first began. 

We do want to remind you that journal articles are a great place to start when trying to pick out a topic.Not only do you want to make sure that no one has already written on your topic, but also it will give you a better idea of how to FRAME your issue, remember that you are not writing an entire book or proposing an entirely new area of law



https://www.westlaw.com/SharedLink/d1304548470646aabf29c21d8e23cecb?VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1e00208f-e9e6-441d-911d-009a0358e4bf/?context=1530671
https://scholar.google.com/
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php


EU Institutions



EU Institutions
● European Commission – serves as the executive branch of the EU, 

managing policies and the annual budget

● European Parliament - composed of 751 members directly elected by 
the EU’s citizens, the Parliament represents the interests of the 
citizens 

● Council of the European Union – composed of twenty-eight 
ministers (one per state), the “Council” shares its legislative power 
with the European Parliament

● European Court of Justice – serves as the judicial organ of the 
European Community

● European Court of Auditors – The Court consists of one member 
from each country and is charged with monitoring the EU budget 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The EU is divided among five main institutions that create a system of checks and balances: 
The European Commission, 
European Parliament, 
Council of the European Union 
ECJ 
European Court of Auditors 





EU Institutions (cont.)
● The European Council is the group of heads of state 

or government of the EU member states. It meets four 
times a year to define the Union's policy agenda and 
give impetus to integration

● The European Central Bank (ECB) is the central 
bank for the eurozone (the states which have adopted 
the euro) and thus controls monetary policy in that 
area with an agenda to maintain price stability.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There’s two more.  

These institutions were formalized with the 2009 TREATY of LISBON 

The European Council, not to be confused with the Council of the EU which was on the previous page. That one is usually just called The Council, and this would be the European Council
Then we also have the European Central Bank, which of course existed before 2009.  It’s just that 2009 and the beginning of the Eurozone financial crisis, it became more apparent that they needed to harmonize regulations across the EU. 





EU Law Making Institutions
The Commission proposes 

legislation and policies

The Council approves legislation and can 
propose legislation of its own

The Parliament gives its opinion on 
proposals, amended proposals, and addresses 

questions to the Commission. 

The Court of Justice enforces 
the legislation.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s helpful to look at them like this because when you are locating documents, you might need to know what stage a particular law is at, and go directly to the body that put out the document

The Commission proposes legislation and policies, 
the Council approves legislation and can propose legislation of its own, 
the Parliament gives its opinion on proposals, amends proposals, and addresses questions to the Commission. 
And finally the Court of Justice enforces the legislation.
 
This is obviously a very simplified chart
	
But hopefully it helps understand what we’re focusing on today. 






Finding EU Documents



EUROPA
EUROPA is the official 
website of the European 
Union.  

• Gateway to EU 
Institutions and 
Agencies. 

• Basic information on 
how the EU works

• Search by Policy Area 
if you know what you 
are looking for or do a 
site-wide search if you 
don’t

• Access: 
http://europa.eu/index_en.htm

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
EUROPA

A lot of students really discount this and Eur-Lex because they are free government websites. 
We’re so used to going to WL or LX for our primary source material
But there is honestly so SO MUCH information on these pages. 
It’s not like our white house website or congressional sites that puts up some policy documents, but not alll and potentially change with administration.
The EU is very focused on transparency and very supportive of online publication
So a lot of these online portals are considered the official sources.  
Which is unlike our print based standards here in the US

The website itself is actually a grouping of all of the EU institutions and agencies.  It’s good for when you’re just getting started/getting an overview. 

EXAMPLE 
EU by topic 
CUSTOMS – PDF at the bottom – Summaries of Customs legislation
As well as highlighting specific committees INVOLVED with this topic. 
Going back to the homepage for the actual primary source documents → Eur-Lex




http://europa.eu/index_en.htm


Eur-Lex
EUR-Lex provides 
access to:

• the Official Journal of 
the European Union

• EU law (treaties, 
legislation, 
preparatory acts, case 
law)

• National Law from EU 
states

• other public 
documents

• Access: http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/homepage.html

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tabs at top 
Official journal 
Treaties, legislation, case law 
National law, so the domestic legislation of FRANCE for example, rather than this other box, which is laws for the EU

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html


Official Journal
The bulk of EU law documents are published in the Official 
Journal of the European Union (referred to as OJ), which is 
also available through EUR-Lex

Examples: 1998 O.J. L 179 
2010 O.J. C 83 

● “L” series (Legislation)– part of where primary and 
secondary legislation appears

● “C” series (Communications) – draft legislation, notices, 
reports

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The bulk of EU law documents are published in the Official Journal of the European Union (referred to as OJ), 

This is what an OJ  citation looks like:  a year, then the abbreviation OJ, then the series, usually L or C
	
L for Legislative, 

C for Information and notices

EXAMPLE: 
clicking here on my EUR-LEX link
Clicking on the Tab for Official Journal
Boxes to fill in
1998 O.J. L 179  

The reason we don’t use WL and LX for this is that 

1) it is WAY easier with these form boxes on EUR-LEX OR just searching on GOOGLE which gets to this site pretty well. WL and LX are not so good at pulling OJ citations and keyword searching is a mess

2) WL doesn’t go back quite as far for both L and C (whereas this site goes back to 1952).  

3) These are going to be free, pdf, and official


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/direct-access.html?ojYear=2015


EU Documents 
● Primary legislation: Founding treaties plus 

amendments, Accession treaties 

● Secondary legislation: Directives and Regulations 
(most important), Legislative decisions, opinions, and 
recommendations (less important) 

● Documents Related to the Legislative Process

● Case law 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Primary legislation - treaties

Secondary legislation - the law

Other types of legislative docs - Documents related to the legislative process 

Case Law and “other stuff” 





Primary Legislation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I know it’s called primary legislation but it’s not the same legislation we think of.  These are basically treaties

The EU has developed over the past SIX DECADES from the initial 6 countries (European Steel and Coal Community) to the CURRENT supranational organization through the adoption and ratification of treaties. The EU does not have a consitution, as of yet anyway.  





Treaties in Force
● Current treaties in force:

○ Treaty of Lisbon (2007) - OJ C 306 (2007)
○ Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 

(Consolidated version 2012) - OJ C 326 (2012) 
○ Treaty on European Union (Consolidated version 2012) - OJ 

C 326 (2012) 
○ Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community 

(Consolidated version 2012) - OJ C 327 (2012) 
○ Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (2012) 

- OJ C 326 (2012) 

○ The full text of the Consolidated Treaties can be found on EUR-
Lex

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2007, we had the Treaty of Lisbon, which was an attempt to make an EU Constitution but overall it failed at that. It did however succeed at achieving greater transparency  and unification, as well as to some degree simplication. 

So we ended up instead of a million and one different “founding treaties” – that needed constant upkeep

We have just a handful of smaller consolidated treaties that we can work off of from this point forward. 
 



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/collection/eu-law/treaties/treaties-force.html


Accession Treaties
● The EU has grown significantly since its founding by 

admitting additional nations. New members of the EU 
must sign and ratify an accession treaty in order to join 
the EU. Examples: 

○ Treaty of Accession of Croatia, April 24, 2012, 2012 O.J. (L 112) 
○ Accession to the European Union of the Republic of Bulgaria 

and Romania, April 25, 2005, 2005 O.J. (L 157)

● The full text of the Accession Treaties can be found on 
EUR-Lex. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Accession treaties, still remain sort of a standalone.  So any new members of the EU must sign and ratify an accession treaty in order to join the EU.  



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/collection/eu-law/treaties/treaties-accession.html


Secondary Legislation
Regulations
Directives
Other Documents (Legislative Decisions, 
Opinions, and Recommendations)



Regulations
● Regulations are directly applicable to Member States 

and require no further action to have legal effect.

● Published in the Official Journal, L Series, for 
example:

Commission Regulation (EU) No 207/2012 of 9 March 
2012 on electronic instructions for use of medical 
devices, 2012 O.J. L 72/28. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Regulations, which are directly applicable to Member States and require no further action to have legal effect.
	
Example: Electronic Instructions for Use of Medical Devices

This 207/2012 is the citation for the regulation, so the 207th regulation of 2012
The date is written in international standard (day month year)
The OJ citation 

Can retrieve this doc using OJ citation, Regulation citation, or simply searching in Google for the full title (Google crawls Eur-Lex very effectively but this only works with good keyword/title info)



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/direct-access.html


Directives
● Directives are addressed to and are binding on Member 

States, but each Member State chooses the form and 
method for national implementation (national 
implementing legislation) 

● Published in the Official Journal, L Series, for example: 

Council Directive 2011/96/EU of 30 November 2011 on the 
common system of taxation applicable in the case of 
parent companies and subsidiaries of different Member 
States, 2012 O.J. L 345/8. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Directives, which are addressed to and are binding on Member States, but the Member State may choose the method by which to implement the directive. Generally, a member state must enact national legislation to comply with a directive.



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1580759694504&uri=CELEX:32011L0096


Other documents
● Decisions are only binding upon the particular 

Member State(s) or individuals to whom they are 
addressed.  

● Recommendations and Opinions, which have no 
binding force.

● Published in the Official Journal, L Series if they are 
legislative, or C Series if non-legislative. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Decisions, which are binding on those parties to whom they are addressed.
And, Recommendations and Opinions, which have no binding force.

And these can be published in either the L or C series depending on the content





Searching EUR-Lex by Citation

● If you have an exact citation, start with either the Home tab and enter 
in the directive or regulation number and year, or start on the Official 
Journal (O.J.) tab and use the Official Journal citation. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Can retrieve this doc using OJ citation, Regulation citation, or simply searching in Google for the full title (Google crawls Eur-Lex very effectively but this only works with good keyword/title info)



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html


Searching EUR-Lex without a 
Citation
● Directory of European Union Legislation 

Allows you to browse through topical areas
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/browse/directories/legislation.html

● Summaries of EU Legislation
Written for a general, non-specialized audience
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/browse/summaries.html

● Institutions and bodies 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/browse/institutions/institutions-
intro.html

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Eur-lex is not the best at keyword searching, use Google or one of the Eur-Lex “index” options here
Demo

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/browse/directories/legislation.html
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/browse/summaries.html
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/browse/institutions/institutions-intro.html


Example
● Locate Directive 2011/7/EU.  What is it about? 

● Is it published in an official source? 

● Find the national implementing measures for Spain.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Enter the citation on Eur-Lex selecting for directive or just Google.  Googling may take you to the PDF and not the “landing page” with all the other tabs on EUR-LEX

From my EUR-LEX results, Summaries of Legislation tab for the answer to “what’s it about” 
	Scroll down to rewritten summaries of the law
 
Is it published in an official source? OJ L 48.  It is published in the official journal which would be the OFFICIAL SOURCE. The PDF is linked there
Find the national implementing measures for Spain? Remember again that a DIRECTIVE to take force must have STATES implement their own national legislation
	Ley 11/2013
	Real decreto 4-2013�	So that is all included here under the tab for NATIONAL TRANSPOSITION 

So these are measures taken by member states to incorporate an EU legal act into national law: 
EUR-LEX could not have made it any easier really. 

Explore procedures tab and document info

And that really is the point of using EUR-LEX, this connectivity

You can find “the law” or in this case the text of directive, many places e.g. free sites, WL, LX  but none of this linked material  is really on those other databases and even if it is it isn’t laid out as nicely






Documents Related to the 
Legislative Process



Documents Related to the 
Legislative Process
● COM (European Commission) documents
● Council Documents
● Parliamentary Documents and Reports
● Proposed Legislation



COM (Commission) Documents
● Commission Documents, also known as COM 

documents, print include legislative proposals, 
communications and reports such as "green papers" 
or "white papers” 

Example: COM (2005) 484, Green Paper - Improving 
the mental health of the population - Towards a 
strategy on mental health for the European Union.

● Commission documents are available under the 
Preparatory Acts page on Eur-Lex.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Commission Documents, so European Commission documents, also known as COM documents, include legislative proposals, communications and reports such as "green papers" or "white papers" issued by the staff of the 
Commission.

Green papers are discussion papers published by the Commission on a specific policy area. They often precede a more formal white Paper

 COM documents are numbered sequentially each year just like most EU documents

Example: COM (2002) 0018, Communication from the Commission to the Council and the 
European Parliament towards an Integrated European Railway Area.

You can find these on the PREPARATORY ACTS page on EUR-LEX

Some but not ALL of these are eventually published in the Official Journal. So sometimes you are working only with a com citation, not an OJ citation

EXAMPLE: 
Using the Legislative Procedures tab, find the most recent Proposed Regulation for amending Regulation (EC) No 1927/2006 establishing the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund.
Find the COM document that introduced this amendment.  What is the citation? 

Eur-Lex – Preparatory Acts (from PPT slide) 

Search for protect workers from carcinogens and mutagens and 2016 (without 2016 gets you too many at 336) 

With 2016 gets you 16 documents

Second result Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and Council amending Directive 2004/37/EC on the protection of workers from the risks related to exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work

COM/2016/0248 final - 2016/0130 (COD)

COM citation is COM/2016/0248
So this proposal does end up going through (click on CELEX number at the end of the page) and becoming Directive (EU) 2017/2398 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2017 amending Directive 2004/37/EC on the protection of workers from the risks related to exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work (Text with EEA relevance)



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/collection/eu-law/pre-acts.html


Council Documents
● A Register of Council Documents is available online 

since January 1999.  The register is searchable and 
some documents are available full-text.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Council shares its legislative power with the commission and the parliament

These are probably the hardest to find. 
Prior to 1999, Council documents typically were kept confidential. 
Not really for any good reason, they just were. 
In 1999 with the Treaty of Amsterdam and in 2009 with the Treaty of Lisbon, the EU has focused on greater transparency 
Beginning with 1999, the Council put out this register of council documents. 



https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/


Parliamentary Documents
As part of the legislative process, the European Parliament 
generates documents such as committee reports and floor 
debates that are of interest to legal researchers.

EuroParl – Official website of the European Parliament

● Parliamentary Reports 
● Debates of the European Parliament 
● Parliamentary action on legislative proposals (OEIL the 

Legislative Observatory)
● Session Documents (Series A, B, and C) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Parliament puts out several items that people are usually interested in: reports and debates. I’ve given you the direct links down below because the site can be a little difficult to navigate



https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/reports.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debates-video.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/home/home.do
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/simpleSearchHome.htm?language=EN


Proposed Legislation
● For a subject outline of proposed legislation, see the 

Directory of European Union Preparatory Acts.  You 
can search by topic, dates, etc. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another option is to search by topic search by topic:  Directory of European Union Preparatory Acts.  



http://eur-lex.europa.eu/browse/directories/legislation-preparation.html


Proposed Legislation
● To search by keyword, use the Legislative Procedures 

tab in EUR-Lex. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





http://eur-lex.europa.eu/collection/legislative-procedures.html


Case Law



European Court of Justice & the 
General Court
● Curia is the official website for the European Court of 

Justice and the General Court (known as the Court of First 
Instance prior to 2010). It provides a description of the 
institutions and their history and composition.  

● It provides access to the decisions of both courts, 1954-
current.  Full-text searching begins with 1973 

● Court’s website: http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The ECJ has jurisdiction over members of the EU.  It can enforce judgements on members across the EU 

EXAMPLE: 

I’ll click into the ECJ search page.  It’s a lot of forms but you don’t have to fill out each box. 

I’m going to use an example case about Sweden’s copyright rights being overbroad
	
And I can just put in my party name: Kanal


Here we have the actual judgment as well as the opinion of  the advocate general. That is usually given upon request of the court for guidance from the AG

List of documents = extra  judgment summary and application or the complaint 

More than is on Hein, Westlaw or Lexis. 



http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/


● Browse cases by subject using the Directory of EU 
Case Law via EUR-Lex 

● Other online resources: 
○ HeinOnline (PDFs)
○ Westlaw
○ Lexis

European Court of Justice & the 
General Court

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again we have the PDFS on Hein if you need PDFS

Example: Westlaw

I’m going to do a KW search for KANAL 

Brings me up the case and advisory opinion .  Westlaw gives us the ECR citation which is what we would need for citing in print for Bluebook purposes

Directory is for browsing cases by subject if you don’t have key terms or party names or if you want to find all the cases on a broad subject where they may or may not use different terms






http://eur-lex.europa.eu/browse/directories/new-case-law.html
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?index=intybeur&collection=intyb
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/EuropeanUnion/EuropeanUnionCases?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/da1cce27-0375-4608-aa69-0cbeaa0f251c/?context=1530671


Westlaw and Lexis



Westlaw
● The easiest way to access European Union materials is to click on 

International Materials on the bottom of the Westlaw homepage.  
Then click on European Union 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Westlaw EU database includes 

EU treaties since 1951, 
Legislation since 1952 
Preparatory acts since 1975 and 
Parlimentary questions since 1992. 
Case law dates back to 
1954 for the European Court of Justice and 
1989 for the Court of First Instance. 
There is access to all sorts of EU stuff

Click on International Materials > EU

Similar coverage to what we saw in EUR-LEX, just not in PDF and not sort of the authenticated official versions.  

But the coverage is pretty similar.  EUR-LEX has a bit more.  



https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/EuropeanUnion?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0


Lexis
● The easiest way to access European Union materials is to click on the 

International tab under Content then click on All Countries and select 
the European Union. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Click on International under content type

Then click on view all countries > EU

Westlaw has a bit more in terms of treatises but the primary source content here is essentially the same. 

ANY Questions about WL or LX or ANY of the other databases we talked about today?

 



https://plus.lexis.com/zhome?crid=3614b8fb-9f65-47c2-a05c-8b13c9ec14a9


We’re here to help!
● Melissa Abernathy

Foreign & International 
Law Librarian

● Phone: 
(619) 260-4734

● Email: 
mabernathy@sandiego.e
du

● Reference librarians are 
here every day and during 
weeknights (except during 
intersession).  

● Reference Desk Phone: 
619-260-4612

● Ref. Desk E-mail: 
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

mailto:mabernathy@sandiego.edu
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