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PICKING A PAPER TOPIC



News

• Legal news sources
• Law360

• Practice area: Health

• Lexis+ Legal News
• Practice areas Healthcare Law

• Westlaw Today
• Practice areas: Health Law and COVID-19

• Bloomberg Law News
• Practice areas: Coronavirus, Health Law & Business, and Pharma & Life Sciences

• Google News
• Curated topics like COVID-19 and Medicare

https://www.law360.com/
https://www.law360.com/health
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1c4969fb-7b75-446f-87db-c1a51d713668/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/e00e037d-73ea-47b4-a37b-e028ba1c7236/?context=1530671
https://today.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/WestlawToday?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://today.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/WestlawToday/WestlawTodayHealthLaw?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://today.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/WestlawToday/WestlawTodayCOVID19?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/coronavirus
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/health-law-and-business
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/pharma-and-life-sciences
https://news.google.com/


Blogs & Current Awareness

• HealthLawProf Blog
• Bioethics.com – Healthcare

• Harvard Law's Bill of Health blog

• Topic finding tools from Bloomberg Law
• Circuit Splits Chart
• Supreme Court Today Tracker
• United States Law Week

https://lawprofessors.typepad.com/healthlawprof_blog/
https://bioethics.com/healthcare
https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/page/law_reviews_and_journals


Centers & Advocacy Organizations

• USD Law’s Center for Health Law Policy and Bioethics

• Harvard Law School’s Center for Health Law and Policy 
Innovation

• ASU Law’s Center for Health Law and Policy

• Hastings Center – Health & Health Care

• American Medical Association – Health Care Advocacy

• American Nurses Association – Advocacy

• National Women’s Law Center – Health Care

• National Health Law Program

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/centers/chlpb/
https://www.chlpi.org/health-law-and-policy/
https://law.asu.edu/centers/public-health-law-policy
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/our-focus-areas/focus-area-health-health-care/
https://www.ama-assn.org/health-care-advocacy
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/advocacy/
https://nwlc.org/issue/health-care/
https://healthlaw.org/


RESEARCHING YOUR TOPIC



Reliable sources

• Evaluate sources for:
• Authority – author is identified, reputable, credentialed
• Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias
• Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable
• Scope – relevant to your topic and argument
• Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you know the 
current state of thinking in your field (even if it’s rooted in older 
writings)



LEXIS, WESTLAW, & 
BLOOMBERG



















BOOKS



Searching the catalogs

sandiego.edu/law/library

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/




Searching the catalogs

Circuit Catalog (circuit.sdsu.edu):
• USD is a member of a library consortium, the Circuit
• borrow materials from SDSU, UCSD, Cal State San Marcos, 

& the San Diego County & City Libraries. 
• greatly increases the universe of materials that are 

accessible to you! 
• delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.—pickup at Circulation desk

https://circuit.sdsu.edu/
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Searching the catalogs

Interlibrary Loan (ILL):
• If you can’t find an item at USD or through the Circuit, 

we may be able to get it through interlibrary-loaned 
from another library

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come ask a reference 
librarian 

• Delivered to LRC anywhere from 3 days to 3 weeks—
make your request early!

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php


LAW ARTICLES



Law articles

• Lexis
• Westlaw
• Google Scholar
• SSRN
• Bepress









scholar.google.com

https://scholar.google.com/




papers.ssrn.com

http://papers.ssrn.com/




network.bepress.com/law/health-law-and-policy/

https://network.bepress.com/law/health-law-and-policy/


Search strategies

• Use multiple search techniques 
• keyword (natural language or terms & connectors)

• subject

• browse

• Ask a librarian

• Build from the sources you’ve already found
• look at sources cited by those sources 

• use a citator (Shepard’s or KeyCite) or Cited By on Google 
Scholar to find sources that have cited to sources you’ve already 
found



ARTICLES FROM OTHER 
DISCIPLINES



Copley Library Website

sandiego.edu/library

https://www.sandiego.edu/library/


A few most relevant databases

Academic Search Premier
JSTOR
Sage Premier Journals
ScienceDirect
SpringerLink Journals
Web of Science (index only)
Wiley Interscience Journals



Google searching

• Google Advanced Search: 
google.com/advanced_search

• Subscription paywall
• search the library catalog for title of publication or talk to a 

reference librarian – we may have a subscription

https://www.google.com/advanced_search


NOTE-TAKING TOOLS & 
CITATION MANAGERS



Note-taking apps



Document AND citation management

Typical features include:
• Free or premium upgrade
• Web, client, mobile apps
• PDF storage & annotation
• Cloud & local storage
• Web content capture
• Citation style (“bibliographic 

utility”)



Sources & additional resources

Comparing citation managers:
• https://www.library.wisc.edu/services/citation-

managers/comparison-chart
• http://library.law.yale.edu/research-

management-and-citation

Setting up Bluebook style:
• https://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/resea

rch/citation-tools/bluebook.cfm

https://www.library.wisc.edu/services/citation-managers/comparison-chart
http://library.law.yale.edu/research-management-and-citation
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/library/research/citation-tools/bluebook.cfm


perma.cc/sign-up

Archive Webpages: Perma.cc

https://perma.cc/sign-up


Example with an archive link

Rocio Gonzalez, Puerto Rico’s Status Debate Continues as 
Island Marks 61 Years as a Commonwealth, Huffington 
Post (July 25, 2013, 9:00 AM), 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/Puerto-
rico-status-debate_n_3651755.html
[http://perma.cc/C6UP-96HN] 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/Puerto-rico-status-debate_n_3651755.html
http://perma.cc/C6UP-96HN


Contact us

Hours:

- Mon–Thur: 9am–6pm 

- Fri: 9am–5pm

- Sun: noon–4pm

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Phone: (619) 260-4612

In-person

Zoom by request

Julianne Odin
(619) 260-4600 x2875
jodin@sandiego.edu

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
mailto:jodin@sandiego.edu
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