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Health Law & Bioethics
Fall 2023

LRC Reference Desk: 
(619) 260-4612

lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

LRC Research Training
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What we will cover
• Picking a paper topic
• Literature review
o Books & articles
o Law and other disciplines

• Note-taking tools and techniques
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Picking a Paper Topic
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News
• news.google.com 

• Lexis & Factiva 
have thorough 
news archives

https://news.google.com/
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/65d9c06f-1c6e-4377-acda-92c685d4d6f7/?context=1530671
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://global.factiva.com/en/sess/login.asp?xsid=S003XNa5DEs5DEmNTUnODQsN9byMHmnRsIuMcNG1pRRQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQQAA
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Legal News Sources
• Law360

o Practice area: Health
• Lexis+ Legal News

o Practice area: Healthcare Law
• Westlaw Today

o Practice area: Health Law
• Bloomberg Law News

o Practice areas: Health Law & Business and 
Pharma & Life Sciences

https://www.law360.com/
https://www.law360.com/health
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1c4969fb-7b75-446f-87db-c1a51d713668/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/e00e037d-73ea-47b4-a37b-e028ba1c7236/?context=1530671
https://today.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/WestlawToday?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://today.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/WestlawToday/WestlawTodayHealthLaw?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/health-law-and-business
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/pharma-and-life-sciences
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Blogs & Current Awareness
• Bioethics.com
• Harvard Law’s Bill of Health blog
• Bioethics Today blog
• Hastings Center Bioethics Forum
• Health Advocate Blog
• Health Law Prof Blog

• Topic finding tools from Bloomberg Law
o Circuit Splits Chart
o Supreme Court Today Tracker
o United States Law Week

https://bioethics.com/
https://blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/
https://bioethicstoday.org/blog/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/publications-resources/forum/
https://healthlaw.org/blog/
https://lawprofessors.typepad.com/healthlawprof_blog/
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/page/law_reviews_and_journals
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Research Institutes & 
Advocacy Organizations

• USD Law’s Center for Health Law Policy and Bioethics
• The Hastings Center
• National Health Law Program
• Harvard Law’s Center for Health Law & Policy Innovation
• ASU Law’s Center for Health Law and Policy
• American Medical Association – Health Care Advocacy
• American Nurses Association – Advocacy
• National Women’s Law Center – Health Care

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/centers/chlpb/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/
https://healthlaw.org/
https://www.chlpi.org/health-law-and-policy/
https://law.asu.edu/centers/public-health-law-policy
https://www.ama-assn.org/health-care-advocacy
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/advocacy/
https://nwlc.org/issue/health-care/
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Literature Review
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What is a lit review?
• A survey of books, scholarly articles, and any 

other sources relevant to a particular issue, 
area of research, or theory.

• Helps you formulate your thesis and locate 
your arguments within the larger field of study.
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Reliable Sources
• Evaluate sources for:
o Authority – author is identified, reputable, 

credentialed
o Objectivity – fairness, lack of bias
o Accuracy – provides references to sources, verifiable
o Scope – relevant to your topic and argument
o Currency – may vary by topic, but make sure you 

know the current state of thinking in your field (even if 
it’s rooted in older writings)
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Legal Databases
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Legislative History & Current 
Legislative Materials
• Federal

• ProQuest Legislative Insight
• Congress.gov

• California
• LRC Guide to California Legislative History
• California Legislative Information

• Other states – talk to a reference librarian

https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/legislativeinsight
https://www.congress.gov/
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/california-legislative-history
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
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Books



Searching the Library Catalog
USD’s online catalog find items located in the 

LRC and also in the Copley Library collection. 
• Remember that the catalog can be used to find 

not just materials in our print collection, but it 
also provides direct access to materials in our 
subscription databases, and it also links to 
websites! 

• You can search USD’s online catalog from 
LRC’s homepage

21

http://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/HomePage,basicSearchDirectLinkComponent.sdirect?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
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Searching the Circuit Catalog
• USD is a member of a library consortium, the San 

Diego Circuit
• Borrow materials from SDSU, UCSD, Cal State 

San Marcos, & the San Diego County & City Libraries. 
• Greatly increases the universe of materials that are 

accessible to you! 
• Delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.—pickup at Circulation 

desk
• Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog through the 

USD catalog (click on the hyperlinked Circuit logo) or 
go to: http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/
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Interlibrary Loan (ILL)
• If you can’t find an item at USD or through the 

Circuit, we may be able to get it through 
interlibrary-loaned from another library

• Check WorldCat  and make a request on the 
LRC’s website or come ask a reference 
librarian 

• Delivered to LRC anywhere from 3 days to 3 
weeks—make your request early!

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php
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Law Articles
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Where can you find law articles?
• Lexis
• Westlaw
• Google Scholar
• Unpublished or forthcoming

o SSRN
o Bepress

https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/d29b402e-d39c-40a0-bae9-9ad07b4f4b6f/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/SharedLink/3a8b77782f6a48b0a5fb27b2db374259?VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
https://network.bepress.com/law/
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34network.bepress.com/explore/law/health-law-and-policy/ 

https://network.bepress.com/explore/law/health-law-and-policy/
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Search Strategies
• Use multiple search techniques.

o Keyword (natural language & Boolean)
o Subject
o Browse

• Ask a librarian!
• Build from the sources you’ve already found.

o Look at sources cited by those sources .
o Use a citator (Shepard’s or KeyCite) to find 

sources that have cited to sources you’ve 
already found.
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Articles from Other 
Disciplines
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Relevant Non-Law Databases
• Academic Search Premier
• JSTOR
• Sage Premier JOurnals
• ScienceDirect
• SpringerLink Journals
• Web of Science (index only)
• Wiley Interscience Journals
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Other Special Libraries
• Academic medical libraries

• UCSD’s library supports their 
medical school

• Georgetown Bioethics Research Library
• National Library of Medicine

https://library.ucsd.edu/
https://bioethics.georgetown.edu/
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/


46bioethics.georgetown.edu/explore-bioethics/

https://bioethics.georgetown.edu/explore-bioethics/
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Google Advanced Search
google.com/advanced_
search 
• Approximate Boolean 

connectors
• Narrow by language, 

region, or date
• Search a specific 

website or domain 
(e.g. .edu or .gov)

https://www.google.com/advanced_search
https://www.google.com/advanced_search
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ChatGPT is not good at research!
• Generative AI tools use large language models 

(LLMs) to simulate conversations.
• LLMs are trained on the internet but are not a 

search engine by themselves.
• LLMs predict what each word of a response 

should be based on training.
o Hallucinations
o Training limited in time
o Inherent bias from training sources

• LRC Guide to ChatGPT & Other Generative 
AI Tools for USD Law Students

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI
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If you’re going to use ChatGPT…
• Only use it for tasks it’s good at!

o Catching typos and grammar errors
 But not for Bluebooking

o Modifying tone
o Brainstorming
o Summarizing specific, discrete pieces of text

• Disclose what tool you used and what you used 
it for.

• Ask ahead of time if you’re not sure whether you 
should or not.
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Note-Taking
Tools & Techniques
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Why good note-taking is important
• Bolster your 

argument
• Avoid inadvertent 

plagiarism
• Save yourself time 

and trouble when 
creating citations
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What to look for in a tool
• Reference manager 
• Citation support for 

Bluebook style 
• Organize and 

annotate PDFs, 
webpages, and 
other digital content

• Fits your research 
style--something you 
will use!!
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Note-taking apps
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Document AND citation management

Typical features include:
• Free or premium upgrade
• Web, client, mobile apps
• PDF storage & annotation
• Cloud & local storage
• Web content capture
• Citation style (“bibliographic 

utility”)
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Sources & additional resources
• Comparing reference managers:
o U. Wisconsin-Madison Libraries: Citation 

Manager Comparison Chart
o Yale Law Library: Choose a 

Research/Citation Management System that 
is Right for You

• Setting up Bluebook style:
o U. Cincinnati Law Library: Citation 

Management Services

https://www.library.wisc.edu/services/citation-managers/comparison-chart
https://www.library.wisc.edu/services/citation-managers/comparison-chart
https://library.law.yale.edu/resources/choose-research/citation-management-system-right-you
https://library.law.yale.edu/resources/choose-research/citation-management-system-right-you
https://library.law.yale.edu/resources/choose-research/citation-management-system-right-you
https://guides.libraries.uc.edu/c.php?g=222564&p=1474171
https://guides.libraries.uc.edu/c.php?g=222564&p=1474171
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Citing the best source
• Don’t rely on Source A to tell you what Source B 

says – go back to the original
o Don’t cite Scholar A to tell your reader what 

Scholar B argued
o Don’t cite a book or an article to tell your 

reader  what a case held
o Don’t cite a case to tell you what the statute 

says
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Web citations
Bluebook Rule 18 
• Author (if any)
• Title of article or page
• Publication/Organization/Sponsor
• Date
• URL
• Archive of page (Perma.cc or Internet Archive)

When in doubt, more info is better!
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Archive Webpages: Perma.cc
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Example with an archive link
Rocio Gonzalez, Puerto Rico’s Status Debate 
Continues as Island Marks 61 Years as a 
Commonwealth, Huffington Post (July 25, 2013, 
9:00 AM), http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
2013/07/25/Puerto-rico-status-debate_n_
3651755.html [http://perma.cc/C6UP-96HN].
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LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu  

619.260.4612
Chat: www.sandiego.edu/law/library/ 

Zoom appointments by request
In-person

Mon – Thur: 9am-6pm
Fri: 9am-5pm

Sun: 12pm-4pm

Julianne Odin
jodin@sandiego.edu

619.202.3574

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
mailto:jodin@sandiego.edu
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