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Slides available on the LRC’s 
website:

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/li
brary/research-

trainings/clinics.php

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/clinics.php
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Resources
• Secondary Sources

o Westlaw
o CEB
o Lexis

• Government Websites
o California
o San Diego County
o Municipal Codes

• Databases
o Practical Law and Practical Guidance
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Secondary Sources
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Westlaw: Practice Guides

• Landlord-Tenant (Rutter Guide)

• California Fair Housing & Public 
Accommodations (Rutter Guide)

• Housing Discrimination Law & Litigation

• Housing Discrimination Practice Manual

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/LandlordTenantTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/CaliforniaFairHousingPublicAccommodationsTheRutterGroupCivilLitigationSeries?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/CaliforniaFairHousingPublicAccommodationsTheRutterGroupCivilLitigationSeries?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/TextsTreatises/CivilRightsTextsTreatises/HousingDiscriminationLawLitigation?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/TextsTreatises/CivilRightsTextsTreatises/HousingDiscriminationPracticeManual?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0


6



7



8



9



10

Westlaw: Other Sources
• CalJur (also on Lexis)

o Volumes on Landlord and Tenant and 
Mobile Homes

• AmJur (also on Lexis)
o Volumes on Landlord and Tenant, 

Mobile Homes and Trailer Parks, and 
Housing Laws and Urban 
Redevelopment

• ALR (also on Lexis)

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/CaliforniaTextsTreatises/CaliforniaJurisprudence?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/8f15f928-1f7a-4b21-a0f7-71e1a03b054c/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/CaliforniaTextsTreatises/CaliforniaJurisprudence?guid=I666044609d2711d8a7788c0db9039b5e&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/CaliforniaTextsTreatises/CaliforniaJurisprudence?guid=I670e5eb09d2711d8a7788c0db9039b5e&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/TextsTreatises/AmericanJurisprudence2d?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/a8dd1414-fdda-4c21-bcc5-09bf4644b90c/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/TextsTreatises/AmericanJurisprudence2d?guid=If2c648a0993f11d8b642f5efee5c0e30&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/TextsTreatises/AmericanJurisprudence2d?guid=If5ca12c0993f11d8b642f5efee5c0e30&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/TextsTreatises/AmericanJurisprudence2d?guid=If023d860993f11d8b642f5efee5c0e30&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/TextsTreatises/AmericanJurisprudence2d?guid=If023d860993f11d8b642f5efee5c0e30&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/AmericanLawReports?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/11a13bdf-f8d1-4d9c-a987-fd58f5cc7c02/?context=1530671
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CEB & Lexis
• CEB OnLaw Pro (registration code)
o California Landlord-Tenant Practice
o California Eviction Defense Manual 

(also on Lexis)
o Handling Unlawful Detainers

• Lexis
o California Landlord-Tenant Litigation 

(Matthew Bender)

https://research.ceb.com/login
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/login/passwordcebpro.php
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/real-property/15ltpx0000/s5toc
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/real-property/15edmx0000/t5toc
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/655e70e0-cda5-4025-b794-c79406e44fb6/?context=1530671
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/real-property/15hudx0000/r5agfm
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/8b2533b4-b9bd-48e1-b85f-884c8d979c54/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/8b2533b4-b9bd-48e1-b85f-884c8d979c54/?context=1530671
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Government Websites
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State of California
• California Housing Portal
• CA Business, Consumer Services And 

Housing Agency (BCSH)
o CA Dept. of Housing & Community 

Development
o CA Housing Finance Agency
o CA Civil Rights Department

https://housing.ca.gov/
https://www.bcsh.ca.gov/housing/index.html
https://www.bcsh.ca.gov/housing/index.html
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/
https://www.calhfa.ca.gov/
https://calcivilrights.ca.gov/
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25https://landlordtenant.dre.ca.gov/resources/guidebook/index.html 

https://landlordtenant.dre.ca.gov/resources/guidebook/index.html
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San Diego County
• Housing & Community Development 

Services
o Rental Assistance Application (Section 8)
o Rental Assistance Recipients Tools & 

Information
o Rental Assistance and Affordable Housing 

Directory

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sdhcd.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sdhcd.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sdhcd/rental-assistance.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sdhcd/rental-assistance/current-participants.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sdhcd/rental-assistance/current-participants.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sdhcd/housing-directory.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/sdhcd/housing-directory.html
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Local/Municipal Codes



36

What are local/municipal codes?

• Created by local governing bodies, 
e.g. County Board of Supervisors, 
City Council

• Various names: codes, ordinances, 
bylaws, measures

• Have the force and effect of law; 
can’t conflict with state law
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Sources of Municipal Codes
• No comprehensive source, limited content in Lexis 

and Westlaw
• Municipal code publishers:
o American Legal Publishing (searchable)
o Code Publishing Co.
o General Code
o Municode (searchable with Google Advanced 

search)
o Individual municipalities (e.g. City of San Diego)

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/
https://www.codebook.com/listing/
https://www.generalcode.com/library/
https://library.municode.com/
https://www.google.com/search?as_q=&as_epq=&as_oq=&as_eq=&as_nlo=&as_nhi=&lr=&cr=&as_qdr=all&as_sitesearch=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.municode.com%2F&as_occt=any&safe=images&as_filetype=&tbs=
https://www.google.com/search?as_q=&as_epq=&as_oq=&as_eq=&as_nlo=&as_nhi=&lr=&cr=&as_qdr=all&as_sitesearch=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.municode.com%2F&as_occt=any&safe=images&as_filetype=&tbs=
https://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/municipal-code
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Databases
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Practical Law & Practical Guidance

• Practical Law available through Westlaw; 
Practical Guidance available through Lexis

• Legal know-how for transactional and 
litigation matters

• Practice area overviews
• Model documents with drafting and 

practice tips



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52

ChatGPT is not good at research!
• Generative AI tools use large language models 

(LLMs) to simulate conversations.
• LLMs are trained on the internet but are not a 

search engine by themselves.
• LLMs predict what each word of a response 

should be based on training.
o Hallucinations
o Training limited in time
o Inherent bias from training sources

• LRC Guide to ChatGPT & Other Generative 
AI Tools for USD Law Students

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/generative-AI
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If you’re going to use ChatGPT…
• Only use it for tasks it’s good at!

o Catching typos and grammar errors
 But not for Bluebooking

o Modifying tone
o Brainstorming
o Summarizing specific, discrete pieces of text

• Clinics policy: obtain professor/supervising 
attorney’s permission before using.

• Clinics policy: do not include confidential client 
information in prompts.
o Check data controls and turn off saved history.
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Verify AI Generated Content

• Clinics policy: verify all AI generated content 
before using in a final work product

• Always:
o Check facts and laws (because it’s not good 

at research!)
o Ensure important context or information was 

not eliminated
o Assess responses critically
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LRC Reference
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu  

619.260.4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library 
Zoom appointments by request

In-person
Mon – Thur: 9am-6pm

Fri: 9am-5pm
Sun: 12pm-4pm

Reference hours at the clinics: bit.ly/LRC-Clinics

Julianne Odin
jodin@sandiego.edu

619.202.3574

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://bit.ly/LRC-Clinics
mailto:jodin@sandiego.edu
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