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What we will cover
I. Conducting a thorough literature review

II. Foreign and International primary sources
A. Treaties 
B. Foreign Law 
C. International case law & arbitration 

III. Generative AI

IV. Turnitin Draft Coach
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LRC’s Paper Writing LibGuide
Paper Writing for Seminar Classes and Student 
Comments 

• https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-
seminars-and-student-comments

Topics include: 
• Topic Selection
• Preemption Checking
• Research & Note Taking
• Writing & Citation
• Plagiarism
• SafeAssign
• Getting Published

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-seminars-and-student-comments
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing-for-seminars-and-student-comments
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I. Literature Review: 
Books, Journal Articles, and Research Guides
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Books: Searching the USD Catalog
USD’s online catalog finds items located in the 
LRC and also in the Copley Library collection. 

• Remember that the catalog can be used to 
find not just materials in our print collection, 
but it also provides direct access to materials 
in our subscription databases, and it also links 
to websites

• You can search USD’s online catalog from 
LRC’s homepage.

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
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www.sandiego.edu/law/library
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San Diego Circuit
Circuit Catalog:   
• USD is a member of a library consortium, the 

Circuit
• Circuit includes SDSU, UCSD & the San 

Diego County & City Libraries. 
• You may borrow books via the Circuit, 

delivered to LRC in 24–48 hrs.

Access: You can link to the Circuit catalog 
through the LRC Catalog (click on the hyperlinked 
Circuit logo) or go to: http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/
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Interlibrary Loan
• If you can’t find an item at USD or 

through the Circuit, we may be able to 
get it through interlibrary-loaned from 
another library

• Check http://www.worldcat.org or come 
ask a reference librarian 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-
resources/ill/index.php 

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/index.php
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Submit an ILL request

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/library-resources/ill-circuit.php
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Journal Articles
• Published Articles 

• Lexis
• Westlaw
• HeinOnline
• Google Scholar
• Copley Databases

• Unpublished or forthcoming
• SSRN
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www.sandiego.edu/law/library

HeinOnline

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome
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HeinOnline

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome


18

Google Scholar

https://scholar.google.com/
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http://www.sandiego.edu/library/
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SSRN

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
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II. Foreign and 
International Law Primary 

Sources
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Treaties

A treaty (sometimes called a convention, 
covenant, protocol, etc.) is an agreement between 
two or more nations or international organizations.  
It may be bilateral (between two countries), or 
multilateral (between three or more countries). 

Energy Charter Treaty, opened for signature Dec. 
17, 1994, 2080 U.N.T.S. 95, 34 I.L.M. 360.
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Treaty databases
● HeinOnline 

○ The Treaties and Agreements Library includes PDF images of 
Statutes at Large, U.S.T., T.I.A.S, Bevans, Treaties in Force, 
and International Legal Materials (I.L.M.).  The United Nations 
Law Collection includes PDF images of U.N.T.S. and L.N.T.S. 
Available through the LRC databases page

● United Nations Treaty Collection

● Westlaw and Lexis
○ Both Westlaw and Lexis contain Statutes at Large, U.S.T., 

T.I.A.S, Bevans, Treaties in Force, and selected International 
Legal  Materials.

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php
http://treaties.un.org/Home.aspx
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Search/Home.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://plus.lexis.com/firsttime?crid=1b10d31f-b4cd-4a33-9ca4-95f901c7162d
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International 
Convention on Civil 
Liability for Oil 
Pollution Damage, 
June 19, 1975, 9 I.L.M. 
45.

Convention against 
Discrimination in 
Education, May 22, 1962, 
429 U.N.T.S. 93.

Treaty on the 
Limitation of Anti-
Ballistic Missile 
Systems, U.S.-
U.S.S.R, May 26, 
1972, 23 U.S.T. 3435, 
944 U.N.T.S. 13.

Westlaw NO NO YES

LexisNexis YES NO YES

HeinOnline YES YES YES

United Nations 
Treaty Database

YES YES YES
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Foreign Law 

Foreign Law refers to the domestic law 
of any country other than the United 
States

● Energeticky zákon, Law 458 of 29 
Dec 2000 in Sbírka zákonú 2000 no. 
131. (Czech Republic)
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Foreign Law Resources 
Brill Foreign Law Guide 

● An excellent starting point for locating the statutes of another country.  
For each foreign country there is a brief introduction to the legal system 
and then a section listing sources of law by subject. Available through 
our LRC databases list. 

USD Foreign Law Research Guide 
● A-Z Country list with resources specific to USD students 

Westlaw and Lexis
● Both LexisNexis and Westlaw contain legal databases for a variety of 

countries. Coverage varies widely between the two databases. 

ECOLEX
● Includes information on treaties, international soft-law and other non-

binding policy and technical guidance documents, national legislation, 
judicial decisions, and law and policy literature

https://referenceworks-brillonline-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/browse/foreign-law-guide
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Search/Home.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://plus.lexis.com/firsttime?crid=1b10d31f-b4cd-4a33-9ca4-95f901c7162d
https://www.ecolex.org/
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International Case Law
● The primary source of international case law is 

the International Court of Justice (ICJ), a part of 
the United Nations. 

● Other sources of important international case law 
include the European Court of Justice (ECJ), and 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR). 

● Example Citation: 
Oil Platforms (Iran v. U.S.), 2003 I.C.J. 161.
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International Court of Justice
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial 
organ of the United Nations (UN). 

Decisions from both the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
(1947 – present) and it’s predecessor, the Permanent Court of 
International Justice (PCIJ) (1920-1945/46) can be found on 
the court’s website. The court’s website also contains all of 
their advisory opinions and accompanying documents

● Court’s website https://www.icj-cij.org/en

● Other online resources: HeinOnline (PDFs), Westlaw (ICJ 
decisions only) Lexis (ICJ decisions only)

https://www.icj-cij.org/en
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?index=unicj&collection=unl
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/InternationalAdministrativeMaterials/MultiNationalAdministrativeMaterials/InternationalCourtofJusticeDecisions?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/practice/?pdmfid=1530671&crid=a0ebc0e8-42fe-4738-b7d4-303677c7cec3&config=00JAA3ZTliMzQ2ZC1hM2NkLTRkMDItYThhYS1iN2JmYmU5ZDA5YTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dcUEOCJVCGKggHVsu3jpSV&pdbcts=1673331372810&pdsearchterms=&pdpsf=&pdqttype=or&pdquerytemplateid=&pdsf=MTA3Nzc0MQ%7E%5Eadministrative-materials%7E%5EInternational%2520Court%2520of%2520Justice%2520Judgments&ecomp=h7ttk&prid=cf1e0977-6e15-40b6-bf4c-accce303e420
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European Court of Justice (ECJ)
The European Court of Justice (ECJ) decides 
cases arising from EU law including, but not limited 
to, disputes about interpretation and application of 
treaties and/or failure to implement EU legislation.  

Cases from 1954- present available:  

● Court’s website: 
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/en/

● Other online resources: HeinOnline (PDFs), 
Westlaw, Lexis

http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/court-justice/index_en.htm
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/en/
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?index=intybeur&collection=intyb
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/EuropeanUnion/EuropeanUnionCases?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/6982b106-c10e-4589-bea7-8092ca3e1425/?context=1530671
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European Court of Human Rights
● The ECHR is separate and distinct from the European Court 

of Justice. It was established in 1959 to rule on violations of 
the European Convention on Human Rights. Cases from 
1960-present are available for free on the 

● Court's website (cases 1960-present): 
http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=home

● Other online resources: Westlaw(cases 1979 – present) and 
Lexis (1960-present)  

http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=home
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/EuropeanUnion/EuropeanUnionCases/EuropeanUnionCasesRelatedEuropeanUnionCases/EuropeanUnionCasesEuropeanHumanRightsReports?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/99ecbce2-9fab-45ae-95b8-f469d9ef1fe0/?context=1530671
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International Arbitration
UNCTAD Investment Policy Hub 
● Included pending and concluded cases, but 

only those that have been disclosed by the 
parties or arbitral institutions. 1987-present.

International Centre for Settlement of 
Investment Disputes
● ICSID provides the full-text of selected 

cases and awards, as well as lists of 
pending and concluded awards.

https://investmentpolicy.unctad.org/investment-dispute-settlement
https://icsid.worldbank.org/cases/case-database
https://icsid.worldbank.org/cases/case-database
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Kluwer Arbitration 
● Kluwer Arbitration is the most comprehensive 

database of international commercial arbitration 
primary and secondary resources.

● It contains international and national arbitration 
conventions, rules, legislation, and decisions, as 
well as commentary and analysis on those 
decisions. 

● Access Kluwer Arbitration here: 
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php
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III. Generative AI
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Evaluating AI-Generated Content
Usage: “Did I use the 
right tool?”

Input: “Did I use an 
effective prompt?”

Output: “Did the tool 
give an acceptable 
response?”

∙ Designed purpose of 
tool

∙ Scope of training 
and/or RAG

∙ Tool transparency

∙ Prompt engineering 
principles (RICE)

∙ Influence of follow-up 
interactions

∙ Missing perspectives 
from prompts

∙ Source & accuracy 
verification

∙ Bias & perspective in 
response

∙ Interaction dynamic 
between AI & user

∙ Critical evaluation 
considering ultimate 
research objective

Adapted from Mary Ann Naumann, Re-Engineering Research: Integrating Generative AI & 
Prompt Engineering into Information Literacy Programs (June 30, 2024).
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Popular generative AI tools 
(absolutely not an exhaustive list)

• Claude by Anthropic
‒ Claude 3.5 Sonnet (free) and Claude 3 Opus 

($20/month)

• ChatGPT by OpenAI
‒ GPT-3.5 (free),GPT-4o (free limited access) 

and GPT-4 (full access) ($20/month)

• Microsoft Copilot
‒ Copilot (free, USD license) and Copilot Pro 

($20/month) 

https://www.anthropic.com/claude
https://chatgpt.com/
https://copilot.microsoft.com/
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Principles of Prompt Engineering: RICE
• R: Role (assigning a role to the AI)

‒ Some legal AI tools, including Lexis and Westlaw tools, 
do not require the prompt to include a role because the 
legal role is built into the tool.

• I:   Instructions (specific tasks for the AI)
• C: Context (providing necessary background info)
• E: Expectations (clarifying desired outcomes)

‒ Constraints/formatting the response should follow
‒ Examples of how to complete the instructions

Sarah Gotschall, A Legal Research Prompting Guide and Generative AI System Comparison 
Exercise, AI LAW LIBRARIANS (July 17, 2024), https://www.ailawlibrarians.com/2024/07/17/a-legal-
research-prompting-guide-and-generative-ai-system-comparison-exercise/.
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Paper Writing
• Remember the Law School’s rule on AI-usage in 

written work submitted for credit!

• Sarah Gotschall, Move Over Law Professors? AI Likes 
to Write Law Review Articles Too! (2024) 

• Mark Shope, The AI Writing Assistant Handbook for 
Law (2023) 

https://www.sandiego.edu/law/documents/academics/academic-rules-2024-2025.pdf
https://www.llrx.com/2024/04/move-over-law-professors-ai-likes-to-write-law-review-articles-too/
https://www.llrx.com/2024/04/move-over-law-professors-ai-likes-to-write-law-review-articles-too/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4364693
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4364693
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Sample Prompts: Outlining
• Draft a comprehensive research paper outline on [insert topic and 

thesis]. The outline should be well-structured, starting with a 
compelling introduction that states the problem or legal question, 
the relevance of the topic, and the objectives of the article. Create 
an extensive literature review of cases, statutes, and legal 
articles, summarizing key findings and identifying gaps in the 
existing scholarship. Identify main points and subpoints for your 
legal argument.  Discuss the implications of your research for the 
field and suggest future research directions. Conclude with a 
strong summary of your research contributions and their 
significance to the academic legal community. Ensure that all 
sources are credible and up-to-date. The final product should 
serve as a roadmap for drafting a full-fledged research paper.
A. Optional: Please use the information uploaded in the articles 

and generate a detailed outline for the law review.  You can 
get an idea of how law reviews are written and organized by 
analyzing the law reviews in the files that are uploaded.  



40

Sample Prompts: Introduction
• Draft a research paper introduction with the following 

information: [insert information about what every 
chapter and section of the paper will describe]. 

• Give examples of how to make the following opening 
statement of the introduction more engaging- [Insert 
the opening statement] 

• Describe how the research on [Insert topic and goals] 
effectively fills a gap in existing research. 

• Explain the importance and relevance of the research 
on [Insert research topic and aims] for writing an 
introduction on this topic. 

• Tell me how I should include [insert legal argument] in 
my research introduction for the topic [Insert topic].
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Sample Prompts: Sections
• Let’s start generating the sections that you have in your outline. 

Keep in mind that law review articles contain dense writing and 
are heavily footnoted. Please generate this section [insert outline 
for each section or subsection]

• Write sections of the paper: Assume the role of a legal scholar 
[insert your field] writing for a student edited law review. Keep in 
mind that law review articles contain dense writing and are heavily 
footnoted. Your task is to contribute to a collaborative paper by 
writing a section focused on [insert topic]. This section should 
provide a comprehensive overview, including a review of relevant 
literature, current research findings, and your own insightful 
analysis. Ensure your writing is clear, concise, and adheres to the 
academic standards of your field, including proper citation of 
sources in [insert citation style, e.g. Bluebook]. Your contribution 
should seamlessly integrate with the overarching themes and 
objectives of the paper, enhancing its scholarly value and 
advancing the discourse in your field.
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Sample Prompts: Conclusion
• Create a conclusion of [insert desired word count] by 

analyzing the following arguments, implications, and 
key takeaways: [insert text]. 

• Give examples of how I should start my research 
paper’s conclusion on the topic [Insert topic name]. 

• Explain how I can briefly restate the main research 
question in the following conclusion for the topic [Insert 
the topic name]- [Insert the main research question]. 

• Summarize the following findings of this research 
paper [insert findings] to write the conclusion on the 
topic [insert topic name].

• Create a persuasive conclusion for the argumentative 
paper on the topic: [Insert topic name and research 
argument]. 
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IV. Turnitin Draft Coach
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Turnitin Draft Coach
• Turnitin Draft Coach is an extension in Google Docs where 

students can submit drafts of papers to check for possible 
instances of plagiarism before they submit final drafts to their 
course instructors.  

• Turnitin Draft Coach is FREE to USD students.

• Papers submitted through Draft Coach will not be saved in 
Turnitin’s database and will not be distributed to instructors.  

• For more instructions, see the Turnitin section of our Paper 
Writing for Seminars and Student Comments research guide.

https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing#s-lg-page-section-10499999
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/paper-writing#s-lg-page-section-10499999
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How to use Draft Coach
1. Open your document in Google Docs. Please 

note that even if you have your original work 
saved as a Word document, you can upload it to 
Google Drive, and save as a Google Doc

2. Select Extensions, Turnitin Draft Coach, and then 
Turnitin Draft Coach again from the top menu bar.

3. The Draft Coach panel will appear on the right-
hand side.

4. Once selected, you are able to choose from a 
Similarity Check, Citation Check, Grammar Guide, 
or full report.
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Draft Coach- Similarity Check
• Turnitin compares submitted drafts to its database of 

scholarly research (journal articles, student papers, and 
other internet sources) and returns a Similarity Check that 
highlights a percentage of matching text. 

• Turnitin does not automatically detect plagiarism. It is up to 
the student to interpret the meaning of the Similarity 
Check.  

• For help understanding your Similarity Check, please click 
here.

https://guides.turnitin.com/hc/en-us/articles/21993823262989-Adding-Draft-Coach-to-a-Google-Doc#01HGZ9VKFZSF94DA5E56BP0QM4
https://guides.turnitin.com/hc/en-us/articles/21993823262989-Adding-Draft-Coach-to-a-Google-Doc#01HGZ9VKFZSF94DA5E56BP0QM4
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LRC Reference Desk

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: (619) 260-4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

Other videos in this series are available on 
the LWR Research Trainings page of the 
LRC’s website.

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/lwr-trainings.php
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