
Procedural Research
Reference Librarian

Please log in to your Lexis and Westlaw accounts, and please sit in your assigned groups.
We will be doing in-class research exercises today.



What is Procedural Research?
● How and when to file documents in court
● What information needs to be included in filings
● What format filings need to be in



Housekeeping Items

• CEB OnLaw Pro
• https://research.ceb.com/register/academic
• USD Law registration code: SDX23

• Complete our Fall 2022 Research Instruction 
Evaluation 
• https://bit.ly/LRCFall

https://research.ceb.com/register/academic
https://bit.ly/LRCFall


Changes to Westlaw



Procedural Research
• Procedural practice guides
• Court rules
• Jurisdiction is key!



Procedural Research Tips
• Think about jurisdiction first and foremost.
• The easiest way to access procedural practice guides 

is to search by title 
• Or, use the word wheel in either Westlaw or Lexis to 

come up with suggested titles
• Keyword searching for procedural topics does not 

work as well
• Use the LRC catalog if you don’t know which 

database to start in 



Pre-Trial
Civil Procedure Before Trial (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)
Cal. Civil Discovery (Lexis)
Cal. Civil Procedure Before Trial (CEB Pro or Lexis)

During Trial
Cal. Trial Practice: Civil Procedure During Trial (CEB Pro and Lexis)
Civil Trials & Evidence (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)
Cal. Trial & Post-Trial Civil Procedure (Lexis)

Post-Trial
Cal. Civil Appellate Practice (CEB Pro)
Enforcing Judgments & Debts (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)
Civil Appeals and Writs (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)

California Procedure

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/CivilProcedureBeforeTrialTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/ae14b3e6-7439-4615-b02a-9897936d472e/?context=1530671
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/litigation-practice-and-procedure/15cpbt0000/b2toc
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/12780e3e-904c-4681-b7f6-59879c9e0277/?context=1530671
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/litigation-practice-and-procedure/15cpdt0000/h2toc
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/73d06379-02b6-4fb1-8796-7dcec7e3d4a4/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/CivilTrialsEvidenceTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1623148b-edf4-4ca7-8ce1-73eb17191f6e/?context=1530671
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/litigation-practice-and-procedure/15capx0000/q2toc
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/EnforcingJudgmentsDebtsTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/CivilAppealsWritsTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0


LRC Reference Desk

● Chat: https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
● Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
● 619.260.4612

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
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