
LRC Research Training for LWR

Procedural Research Training



Housekeeping Items

• Sign up for CEB OnLAW Pro
• Students can request a free account; visit 

http://www.ceb.com/aba and sign up using Law 
School Code DAX22

• CEB will follow up within 2 business days

• Complete our Fall 2021 Research Instruction 
Evaluation Google form 
• https://forms.gle/23MSyh9BHak2TbrB9

http://www.ceb.com/aba
https://forms.gle/23MSyh9BHak2TbrB9


What we will cover

• Procedural practice guides, treatises, and 
form books

• Court rules

Note that jurisdiction has a huge part to play in 
procedural rules so remember to consider 
federal v. state, which federal circuit, etc. 



Civil Procedure Practice Guides



Federal Courts – 9th Circuit



Federal Procedural Practice Guides 



Federal Procedural Practice Guides 

Practice Guides
• Wright & Miller, Federal Practice and Procedure (Westlaw) 
• Federal Civil Procedure Before Trial, National Edition (Westlaw) 
• Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Rules & Commentary (Westlaw)
• Cyclopedia of Federal Procedure (Westlaw)
• The Wagstaffe Group: Federal Civil Procedure Before Trial (Lexis)
• Moore’s Federal Practice (Lexis) 
• Federal Civil Procedure Before Trial, CA & 9th Circuit (Westlaw) 
• Matthew Bender: Federal Pretrial Civil Procedure in California (Lexis)

Form Books
• West's Federal Forms (Westlaw)
• Federal Procedural Forms (Westlaw)
• Nichols Cyclopedia of Federal Procedure Forms (Westlaw)
• Bender’s Federal Practice Forms (Lexis)

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/LitigationSecondarySources/LitigationTextsTreatises/FederalPracticeProcedureWrightMiller?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/LitigationSecondarySources/LitigationTextsTreatises/FederalCivilProcedureBeforeTrialNationalEditionTheRutterGroupPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/LitigationSecondarySources/LitigationTextsTreatises/FederalRulesofCivilProcedureRulesCommentary?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/LitigationSecondarySources/LitigationTextsTreatises/CyclopediaofFederalProcedure?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/cbb1e70c-18e3-41f7-a2ec-936f5c54ea98/?context=1530671
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/84391afb-4655-4dc7-afe4-6245c8e8d70c/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/FederalCivilProcedureBeforeTrialCaliforniaNinthCircuitEditionTheRutterGroupPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/b44de8b1-6d1e-4289-8a59-83b3b399d3e4/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/FormFinder/WestsFederalForms?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/FormFinder/FederalProceduralForms?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/FormFinder/NicholsCyclopediaofFederalProcedureForms?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/b7cbea66-c1bb-4e42-abc1-97676b6bdc55/?context=1530671


California 
Civil Practice 

Materials



California Procedural Practice Guides 



Pre-Trial
Civil Procedure Before Trial (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)
Cal. Civil Discovery (Lexis)
Cal. Civil Procedure Before Trial (CEB OnLAW Pro or Lexis)

During Trial
Cal. Trial Practice: Civil Procedure During Trial (CEB OnLAW Pro
and Lexis)
Civil Trials & Evidence (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)
Cal. Trial & Post-Trial Civil Procedure (Lexis)

Post-Trial
Cal. Civil Appellate Practice (CEB OnLAW Pro)
Enforcing Judgments & Debts (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)
Civil Appeals and Writs (Rutter Guide) (Westlaw)

California Procedural Practice Guides 

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/CivilProcedureBeforeTrialTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/ae14b3e6-7439-4615-b02a-9897936d472e/?context=1530671
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/litigation-practice-and-procedure/15cpbt0000/b2toc
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/12780e3e-904c-4681-b7f6-59879c9e0277/?context=1530671
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/litigation-practice-and-procedure/15cpdt0000/h2toc
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/73d06379-02b6-4fb1-8796-7dcec7e3d4a4/?context=1530671
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/CivilTrialsEvidenceTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/1623148b-edf4-4ca7-8ce1-73eb17191f6e/?context=1530671
https://research.ceb.com/secondary-sources/area/litigation-practice-and-procedure/15capx0000/q2toc
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/EnforcingJudgmentsDebtsTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/CaliforniaSecondarySources/RutterGroupPracticeGuidesOtherPublications/CivilAppealsWritsTheRutterGroupCaliforniaPracticeGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0


Class Exercise (5 minutes) 

Use one of the following sources: 
● Moore’s Federal Practice (Lexis)–last names beginning with

A–H
● Federal Civil Procedure Before Trial, National Edition 

(Westlaw)—last names beginning with I–O
● Wright & Miller, Federal Practice and Procedure (Westlaw)—

last names beginning with P–Z

Answer the following: 
Under FRCP 26, expert witness disclosures (including the 
identity of experts who will testify and reports concerning the 
experts’ qualifications and testimony) must be made how many 
days before trial? What exceptions apply? 

Use either the table of contents to navigate or search within



Answer 

When must expert witness disclosures be made?
Under FRCP 26, expert witness disclosures (including the 
identity of experts who will testify and reports concerning the 
experts’ qualifications and testimony) must be made 90 days 
before trial.

What exceptions apply? 
If the evidence is intended solely to contradict or rebut 
evidence on the same subject matter identified by another 
party under Rule 26(a)(2)(B) or (C), within 30 days after the 
other party's disclosure.



Westlaw 

If searching 
across the 
database by 
keyword, filter to 

● Secondary 
sources 

● Jurisdiction
(Federal or 
California) 

● Publication 
type (texts 
& treatises) The easiest way to access procedural practice 

guides is to search by title (e.g. Federal 
Practice and Procedure).



Lexis

In Lexis your 
options are also 
searching by title 
OR searching by 
keyword and 
filtering to 

● Secondary 
Materials

● Jurisdiction
(Federal or 
California) 

● Type 
(Treatises & 
Guides) 



CEB Pro

https://research.ceb.com/login

https://research.ceb.com/login


LRC Catalog 



Accessing Procedural Practice Guides

● Think about jurisdiction first and foremost. 

● The easiest way to access procedural practice guides is 
to search by title in either Westlaw, Lexis, CEB Pro or 
the LRC catalog (e.g. California Civil Discovery). 

● Alternatively you can use the word wheel in either 
Westlaw or Lexis to come up with suggested titles. 

● If keyword searching, remember to use the filters for 
secondary sources > texts and treatises > Federal 

● Use the LRC catalog if you don’t know which database to 
start in. 



Court Rules



Federal Courts

• U.S. Supreme Court

• Circuit Courts of Appeals
• 12 regional circuits + Court of Appeals for the Federal 

Circuit
• California federal courts are in the Ninth Circuit

• Federal District Courts
• 94 judicial districts
• Court of International Trade & Court of Federal 

Claims 



Federal Court Rules 

Court rules can be found easily on court websites. 

● Rules that apply to ALL Federal Courts for civil 
procedural matters
○ Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (for district courts)
○ Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure (for appellate 

courts) 
○ Federal Rules of Evidence 

● Each Circuit Court also has its own set of court rules 
○ e.g. the Ninth Circuit Court Rules

● Each District Court also has its own set of rules 
○ e.g. the United States District Court for the Southern 

District of California Court Rules

https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/federal_rules_of_civil_procedure_-_december_2020_0.pdf
https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/federal_rules_of_appellate_procedure_-_december_2020_0.pdf
https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/federal_rules_of_evidence_-_december_2020_0.pdf
https://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/uploads/rules/frap.pdf
https://www.casd.uscourts.gov/rules/local-rules.aspx


California Courts

• California Supreme Court

• California Courts of Appeal
• 6 Appellate Districts
• San Diego is in the 4th Appellate District

• California Superior Courts
• 58 Counties, each with a Superior Court



California Court Rules 

● Rules that apply to ALL California Courts
○ California Code of Civil Procedure
○ California Rules of Court 

● Each Appellate Court also has its own set of court rules 
○ e.g. the 4th District Court of Appeal Court Rules

● Each Superior Court also has its own set of rules 
○ e.g. the San Diego Superior Court local rules

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/CaliforniaStatutesCourtRules?guid=NE461166475BF4FE9872D8B51F2D77315&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.courts.ca.gov/rules.htm
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/4dca-local-rules.pdf
https://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/sites/default/files/sdcourt/generalinformation/localrulesofcourt/localrulesindex/2021_san_diego_county_superior_court_rules.pdf


Class Exercise (5 minutes) 

● (Federal) You’re appealing to the 11th Circuit and trying 
to format your brief. Should the information for the 
attorney & firm go on the cover or inside the brief? What 
rules apply?—last names beginning with A–M

● (California) Your case is in San Francisco Superior 
Court and your opponent needs longer than the usual 30 
days to respond to your complaint and they have filed a 
motion for extension of time to respond. How many days 
do you have to file an opposition to that motion? What 
rules apply?—last names beginning with N–Z



Federal Answer 

You’re appealing to the 11th Circuit and trying to format your 
appellate brief. 

Should the information for the attorney & firm go on the 
cover or inside the brief? 
● It should go on the cover page

What rules apply?
● Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure - Rule 28
● 11th Circuit Court Rules 28-1

https://www.uscourts.gov/rules-policies/current-rules-practice-procedure/federal-rules-civil-procedure
https://www.ca11.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/courtdocs/clk/Rules_Bookmark_DEC21.pdf


California Answer 

Your case is in San Francisco Superior Court and your 
opponent needs longer than the usual 30 days to respond to 
your complaint and they have filed a motion for extension of 
time to respond. 

How many days do you have to file an opposition to that 
motion? 
● 2 days

What rules apply?
● California Code of Civil Procedure § 1290.6.
● 2021 California Rules of Court - Rule 3.110
● San Francisco Superior Court Court Rules - 3.1(B)

https://www.westlaw.com/Document/N837201908D7011D8A785F88B1CCF3D4B/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=three&linkid=rule3_110
https://www.sfsuperiorcourt.org/sites/default/files/images/Local%20Rules%20Effective%20July%201%2C%202021%20FINAL.pdf?1639696772601


Questions? Need help?

Contact us!

LRC Virtual Reference Desk
lrcrefer@sandiego.edu

Live Chat with a Law Librarian
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library

Summer Clerks Research Guide 
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/summer

Fall 2021 Research Instruction Evaluation Google form 
https://forms.gle/23MSyh9BHak2TbrB9

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/summer
https://forms.gle/23MSyh9BHak2TbrB9

