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What we will cover
• SearchiSearching the Catalogs

‒ LRC Online Catalog, Circuit & ILL

• Journal Articles 

• Getting Started Online
‒ Treaties 
‒ Foreign Law 
‒ UN documents

• Lexis & Westlaw
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Searching the Catalogs: 
LRC Online Catalog, Circuit, 

Interlibrary Loan (ILL) 
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LRC Catalog
• The Legal Research Center’s online catalog links to 

materials held at the LRC and the Main Library (Copley)  

• The catalog can be used to find not just materials in our 
print collection, but also to access e-books and 
electronic databases.

• Access at http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
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Circuit Catalog
• Because USD is a member of a library consortium 

called the Circuit, you can borrow materials from any of 
the member libraries which include SDSU, UCSD and 
the San Diego County and Public Libraries. 

• Circuit does NOT include Thomas Jefferson Law School 
or California Western School of Law. 

• Access at http://circuit.sdsu.edu

http://circuit.sdsu.edu
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WorldCat and Interlibrary Loan
• If you’re looking for an item and can’t find it in the LRC 

Catalog or the Circuit, then check WorldCat to see if we 
can request it via Interlibrary Loan (ILL) from a 
participating member of a worldwide network of libraries. 

• Check with a reference librarian before submitting an 
ILL

• Access at https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-
resources/ill/

https://www.worldcat.org/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/find-resources/ill/
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Finding Journal Articles
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Law Journal Articles 
• Westlaw: Journals & Law Reviews

• Lexis-Nexis:  Law Reviews & Journals

• Google Scholar: Click on Settings and add USD to your 
library links to access all of our subscription databases

• HeinOnline is a database that contains digital (PDF) 
images of law reviews from U.S. law schools. Access 
through the our Legal Research Databases page.

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/LawReviewsJournals?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/58d4f906-5b58-44d0-a3bf-fa2cb4096449/?context=1530671
https://scholar.google.com/
https://login.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?qurl=https://heinonline.org%2fHOL%2fWelcome
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php?a=h
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Getting Started Online
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Treaties
A treaty (sometimes called a convention, covenant, 
protocol, etc.) is an agreement between two or more 
nations or international organizations.  It may be 
bilateral (between two countries), or multilateral 
(between three or more countries). 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Dec. 
10, 1982, 1833  U.N.T.S. 396 at 447, 21 I.L.M. 1245 at 
1293..

This is what an example of treaty citation looks like with 
a UNTS and ILM citation attached. 
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Treaty Databases
• HeinOnline 

The Treaties and Agreements Library includes PDF images 
of Statutes at Large, U.S.T., T.I.A.S, Bevans, Treaties in 
Force, and International Legal Materials (I.L.M.).  The United 
Nations Law Collection includes PDF images of U.N.T.S. and 
L.N.T.S. Available through the LRC databases page

• United Nations Treaty Collection

• Westlaw and Lexis
Both Westlaw and Lexis contain Statutes at Large, U.S.T., 
T.I.A.S, Bevans, Treaties in Force, and selected International 
Legal Materials.

https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Welcome
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php
http://treaties.un.org/Home.aspx
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Search/Home.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://plus.lexis.com/firsttime?crid=1b10d31f-b4cd-4a33-9ca4-95f901c7162d
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United Nations 
Convention on the Law 
of the Sea, Dec. 10, 
1982, 1833  U.N.T.S. 
396, 21 I.L.M. 1245.

Convention against 
Discrimination in 
Education, May 22, 1962, 
429 U.N.T.S. 93.

Treaty on the 
Limitation of Anti-
Ballistic Missile 
Systems, U.S.-
U.S.S.R, May 26, 
1972, 23 U.S.T. 3435, 
944 U.N.T.S. 13.

Westlaw YES NO YES

LexisNexis YES NO YES

HeinOnline YES YES YES

United Nations 
Treaty Database

YES YES YES
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Foreign Law
Foreign Law refers to the domestic law of any country 
other than the United States

[National System of Marine Protected Areas] Sistema 
Nacional de Áreas Marinas Protegidas, Ley 27.037, 
Boletín Oficial (9 Dec 2014)(Argentina)
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Foreign Law Resources
• Brill Foreign Law Guide 

An excellent starting point for locating the statutes of another country.  For each 
foreign country there is a brief introduction to the legal system and then a 
section listing sources of law by subject. Available through our LRC databases 
list.

• USD Foreign Law Research Guide
A-Z Country list with resources specific to USD students 

• Westlaw and Lexis
Both LexisNexis and Westlaw contain legal databases for a variety of countries. 
Coverage varies widely between the two databases. 

• ECOLEX
Operated jointly by FAO, IUCN and UNEP.  The ECOLEX database includes 
information on treaties, international soft-law and other non-binding policy and 
technical guidance documents, national legislation, judicial decisions, and law 
and policy literature

https://referenceworks-brillonline-com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/browse/foreign-law-guide
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/az.php
https://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Search/Home.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://plus.lexis.com/firsttime?crid=1b10d31f-b4cd-4a33-9ca4-95f901c7162d
https://www.ecolex.org/
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International Case Law
The primary source of international case law is the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ), a part of the United 
Nations. 

Other sources of important international case law 
include the European Court of Justice (ECJ), and 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR). 

Example Citation: 
Fisheries Jurisdiction (United Kingdom v. Iceland), 1974 
I.C.J. 3.
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International Court of Justice
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ 
of the United Nations (UN). 

• Decisions from both the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
(1947 – present) and it’s predecessor, the Permanent Court of 
International Justice (PCIJ) (1920-1945/46) can be found on the 
court’s website. The court’s website also contains all of their 
advisory opinions and accompanying documents

• Court’s website https://www.icj-cij.org/en

• Other online resources: HeinOnline (PDFs), Westlaw (ICJ 
decisions only) Lexis (ICJ decisions only)

https://www.icj-cij.org/en
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?index=unicj&collection=unl
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/InternationalAdministrativeMaterials/MultiNationalAdministrativeMaterials/InternationalCourtofJusticeDecisions?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/practice/?pdmfid=1530671&crid=a0ebc0e8-42fe-4738-b7d4-303677c7cec3&config=00JAA3ZTliMzQ2ZC1hM2NkLTRkMDItYThhYS1iN2JmYmU5ZDA5YTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dcUEOCJVCGKggHVsu3jpSV&pdbcts=1673331372810&pdsearchterms=&pdpsf=&pdqttype=or&pdquerytemplateid=&pdsf=MTA3Nzc0MQ~%5Eadministrative-materials~%5EInternational%2520Court%2520of%2520Justice%2520Judgments&ecomp=h7ttk&prid=cf1e0977-6e15-40b6-bf4c-accce303e420
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European Court of Justice
The European Court of Justice (ECJ) decides cases arising from EU 
law including, but not limited to, disputes about interpretation and 
application of treaties and/or failure to implement EU legislation.  

Cases from 1954- present available:  

• Court’s website https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/en/

• Other online resources: HeinOnline (PDFs), Westlaw, Lexis

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/en/
https://heinonline-org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/HOL/Index?index=intybeur&collection=intyb
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/EuropeanUnion/EuropeanUnionCases?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://plus.lexis.com/api/permalink/6982b106-c10e-4589-bea7-8092ca3e1425/?context=1530671
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ITLOS
The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) is an 
intergovernmental organization created by the mandate of the Third 
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.

• Court's website (all cases to present): 
https://www.itlos.org/en/main/cases/list-of-cases/

https://www.itlos.org/en/main/cases/list-of-cases/
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UN docs - Document Symbols
United Nations documents are identified by a system of 
numbers and letters. Examples of document symbols 
include:

• A/RES/44/7
• A/CONF.192/2006/PC/L.1
• S/2005/831
• E/CN.17/2006/3
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Official Document System
The best place to start your research is the online database, 
Official Document System of the United Nations (ODS). 

Documents are stored in two databases
• UN Documents, which includes documents back to 1992
• UN Resolutions, which includes resolutions back to 1946

Unfortunately this system does not contain press releases, 
UN sales publications or UN treaties
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Official Document System
• Search UN

http://search.un.org/index.php?lang=en

• Official Document System Search
https://documents.un.org/prod/ods.nsf/home.xsp

http://search.un.org/index.php?lang=en
https://documents.un.org/prod/ods.nsf/home.xsp
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United Nations Digital Library
• The UN Digital Library launched in May 2017, taking over the 

former database UNBISnet.

• Content in the Digital Library
- UN documents and open access publications
- UN voting data and speeches
- UN maps

https://digitallibrary.un.org/ 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/
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Westlaw and Lexis 
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Westlaw 
• Access the laws of foreign countries by starting on 

Content type > international and clicking on Int’l Laws by 
Jurisdiction.  Remember that coverage varies widely for 
specific countries. 

• Treatises: 
- New Directions in the Law of the Sea: Regional and 

National Developments
- Comparative Environmental Law and Regulation

• International law journals

https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/EuropeanUnion?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/InternationalTreatises/MultiNationalTreatises/NewDirectionsintheLawoftheSeaRegionalandNationalDevelopments?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/EnergyEnvironmentSecondarySources/EnergyEnvironmentTextsTreatises/ComparativeEnvironmentalLawandRegulation?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
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Lexis
• Access the laws of foreign countries by starting on the 

International tab. Remember that coverage varies 
widely for specific countries. 

• International law journals

https://plus.lexis.com/zhome?crid=3614b8fb-9f65-47c2-a05c-8b13c9ec14a9
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Gen AI Tools
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ChatGPT-3.5 and 4
• ChatGPT-3.5

‒ free, released in December 2022.  
• ChatGPT-4

‒ costs $20/month, newest publicly available 
version of ChatGPT.  

‒ ChatGPT-4 is significantly more 
sophisticated. 

Example: Adverse Possession

https://chat.openai.com/c/d41a3d9d-59f6-4d6c-b54c-635ecd3785af
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ChatGPT-3.5 and 4
• PROs

‒ Ability to upload documents
‒ Variety of uses
‒ No limit to questions

• CONs
‒ Hallucinations
‒ Must check all primary law
‒ Overconfident
‒ Privacy issues 
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Lexis+AI

• Available now to all USD law students 
• Currently three features: ask, draft, 

summarize
• Fourth feature: extract

https://plus.lexis.com/
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Lexis+AI
• Scope

‒ Case law, statutes/codes, regulations, and 
some secondary sources (Practical 
Guidance, Matthew Bender, and select 
treatises)

‒ No news or law journals for now. 
• 5 question max - limited to 5 questions per 

query 
• Upload: available for commercial market but 

not yet for academic market
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Westlaw Ask Practical Law AI

• Available now to all USD law students 
• Currently trained only to material within 

Practical Law 

https://lawschool.westlaw.com/
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LRC Reference Desk

Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
Phone: (619) 260-4612
Chat: sandiego.edu/law/library

These slides are available at  
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/resear
ch-trainings/upper-division.php

mailto:lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/
https://www.sandiego.edu/law/library/research-trainings/upper-division.php

